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From the Editors

A community
of several parts

The Chain Gang is made

up of a group of volunteers
who are keen to support the
production and distribution
of the Radyr Chain.

There are several groups
of people who volunteer
and make the Radyr
Chain possible.

There are Deliverers who
cover the whole community
putting the Chain through
our letter boxes.

The Distributors collect boxes
of the Chain and divide

them amongst a group of
Deliverers, plus Distributors
often deliver the Chain as well.

The organising group includes
various roles connected

with the production and

the Community Interest
Company governance.

The Editorial Team collate all
the content, adverts, graphics
and photos to create the
layout to send to the printers.

Other roles include Proof
Readers, Treasurer,
Advertising, Invoicing,
Distribution, Online links
and overall liaison.

We are keen to build in

extra resilience to our group
of volunteers, providing
cover and support as part

of succession planning and
contingency if anyone is not
able to help for any reason.

If you have any of these skills
and would like to join the
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Chain Gang, please email
radyrchainsubmissions@gmail.
com and one of the organising
group will get back to you.
Skills that would be helpful
include: digital design, editing,
proof reading, working with
accounts and spreadsheets.

Next edition
of the Chain

We plan to publish 3 editions
of the Chain each year, in
Spring (prior to the Radyr

and Morganstown Festival),
Summer (just before the school
holidays), and Winter (in the
lead up to the festive season).

The deadline for copy for
the Summer edition will be
Monday 15th June 2026.

Contributions

This edition of the Chain
features some regular
contributors and also some
new ones. The Editorial Team
were pleased to hear from
one or two younger people
who were keen to submit
articles for the magazine. We
hope people of all ages enjoy
reading the Chain, find the
adverts useful and have a go
at the word search and join in
any of the events listed in the
upcoming events section.

If you would like to
contribute something please
get in touch via email at
radyrchainsubmissions@
gmail.com

Adverts and
covering
our costs

We are very grateful to the
advertisers who support
the Chain by taking

out regular adverts.

As we all know, costs for most
things are increasing and in
order to cover our costs we are
having to increase the cost of
our adverts for future editions.

The revised costs and sizes
can be seen on page 37.

We do hope all our current
advertisers will understand,
still see their adverts as value
for money, and continue

to support the Chain.

Radyr and
Morganstown
Festival 2026

Spring is coming and so
is our annual Festival.

Organised by the Radyr and
Morganstown Association,

the two week Festival has
something for everyone

and we are pleased that the
Festival Programme and Raffle
Tickets are enclosed with the
Spring edition of the Chain.
We are sure there will be
some great photos and stories
from the Festival that we look
forward to reading about in the
Summer edition of the Chain.

Sue Llewelyn would

like to thank friends and
neighbours for their support
during the sad loss of

her son, Jonathan. It was
very much appreciated

by the whole family.

Upcoming Events

Thursday 2nd April, 6pm

Maundy Thursday Soup
and Service at Radyr
Methodist Church

Thursday 2nd April, 7pm

Eucharist for Maundy Thursday
at Christ Church, Radyr

Friday 3rd April (Good Friday)

10am: Good Friday
Family Service at St
John’s Danescourt

11.30am: Good Friday Service
followed by Hot Cross Buns
at Radyr Methodist Church

2pm: Good Friday Liturgy
at Christ Church, Radyr

Sunday 5th April (Easter)

8am: Easter Sunday service
at Christ Church, Radyr

9.15am: Easter Sunday service
at St John's Danescourt

10.30am: Easter Sunday
All Age Service at Radyr
Methodist Church

11am: Easter Sunday service
at Christ Church, Radyr

Wednesday 8th Apiril, 7.30pm

RCTS South Wales meeting:
“Three Ways to Monmouth,”
by Ray Viney at Old

Church Rooms, Radyr

Saturday 11th April, 10am

R&M Litter Pickers Meet
at Radyr Station Car Park.
Refreshments afterwards
in Radyr Hub, Park Road

Sunday 12th April, 4pm

The choir of Christ Church
and friends will be singing
Choral Evensong in
Llandaff Cathedral

Monday 13th April, 4.30pm

Neurodivergent friendly
LEGO cafe at Radyr
Hub. Free to attend.

Thursday 16th April, 10.30am

Radyr Methodist Church
offers a space to share
your grief, whether recent
or longstanding, at Ty
Nant, Morganstown

Saturday 25th April, 10am

R&M Litter Pickers Clean
Up Longwood Drive

With Keep Rhiwbina Tidy.
Meet at Radyr Weir.

Wednesday 22nd to
Friday 24th April

Radyr Drama Society presents
Round and Round the Garden.

Performances each
evening at 7.30pm in
Morganstown Village Hall

Saturday 25th April, 10.30am

Cllr Helen Lloyd Jones surgery
at Ty Nant, Morganstown

Sunday 3rd May, 10.30am

All Age Service at Radyr
Methodist Church

Saturday 9th May, 10am

R&M Litter Pickers Meet
at Radyr Hub, Park Road.
Refreshments afterwards
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in Radyr Hub

Wednesday 13th May, 7.30pm

RCTS South Wales meeting:
“Against All Odds...Rebuilding
the Welsh Highland Railway,”
by David Waldren at Old
Church Rooms, Radyr

Thursday 21st May, 10.30am

Radyr Methodist Church
offers a space to share
your grief, whether recent
or longstanding, at Ty
Nant, Morganstown

Sunday 7th June, 10.30am

All Age Service at Radyr
Methodist Church

Wednesday 10th June, 7.30pm

RCTS South Wales meeting:
The Rowland Pittard
Memorial Lecture at Old
Church Rooms, Radyr

Saturday 13th June, 10am

R&M Litter Pickers Meet at
Morganstown Village Hall.
Refreshments afterwards
in Radyr Hub, Park Road

Thursday 18th June, 10.30am

Radyr Methodist Church
offers a space to share
your grief, whether recent
or longstanding, at Ty
Nant, Morganstown

Saturday 20th June, 10.30am

Cllr Helen Lloyd Jones
surgery at Cicchetti’s, Radyr

Saturday 4th July, 11am

Family Fun Day at Christ
Church, Radyr, 11am until 2pm
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Easter Bunny

There’s a rumour that an Easter
Bunny will travel on the 63 or
the 64 bus this Easter time.

There's talk of surprises too.

Keep an eye on the Community
Council’s web site for more
details nearer to Easter.

bluebir
care’ v

We can help yourloved ones toreceive the
best care inthe place they love, their home.

02922 671498 r_'.ardif'f.ane:ithe~.-;3Je@bluemrc‘_icare.n:-:r-.. l E

Find out about our services:
# Home Care

#Live-InCare

# Complex Care

' Respite Care

@ Health and Wellbing Checks

Overnight & Daycare for Dogs

Radyr & Morganstown,
Cardiff based.

‘Board & Walks

(on the park)
[SUSTIEP Y.

Animal Boarding DABO114
Licensed by Cardiff City Council,
DBS checked and fully insured.

No owned pets, secure
Home from Home on the Park.

Chris & Michelle
07847 523274

0— Board and Walks for Dogs

boardandwalks@gmail.com

for booking enquiries.

COLLECTIBLES
WaALES

COLLECTIDLES WALES
SELL YOUR UNWANTED VALUABLES

L 07870 520025 info@collectibleswales.co.uk
o wwnwcollectibleswales.co.uk

We Buy & Value

s

N

Why Choose Us?

@ Expert Knowledge - Decades of Experience in Collectibles

@ Fair valuations - Based on current market trends

Ei Instant Payment - Mo waiting, no hassle

[;ﬁ Trusted - Check out aur Google Reviews from Geénuine Customers

Thinking 04 Sclling?

wWhether you're clearing out, downsizing, or just curious about what your
items are worth—we're here to help.
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Environmental charity
celebrates landmark 500th

comimun
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Cardiff Rivers Group achieved
a major milestone in Radyr
on 21st February this year
with a fantastic turnout

for their 500th event.

Since its founding in 2009,
Cardiff Rivers Group (CRG)
has brought together
thousands of volunteers,
local residents, schools, and
partner organisations to tackle
litter in and around the city’s
rivers. The litterpick around
Radyr Weir and Longwood
Drive saw the Cardiff Rivers
Group team up with Radyr &
Morganstown Litter Pickers
and Keep Rhiwbina Tidy.

In spite of the miserable
weather, sixty one volunteers
collected around 160 bags
of litter and flytipping, and
also half a tonne of larger
items, including a sofal!

This milestone represents far
more than just five hundred
litter picks or habitat sessions

ity event i

FT¥

for Cardiff Rivers Group. It's
five hundred opportunities
for people to connect with
their local environment, with
each other, get out into nature
and take positive action to
make a difference to the

city of Cardiff together.

The organisation credits its
success to the dedication
of its volunteers and
supporters. Over 22,000
volunteering hours have
been logged over the 500
events. Many participants
have been involved since
the group’s earliest days,
while new volunteers
continue to join, reflecting
growing public interest in
environmental stewardship.

In total, Cardiff Rivers Group
has collected 17,363 bags of
rubbish, 838 car tyres, 419
traffic cones, 405 shopping
trolleys, 229 bikes, 43 motor
bikes, 5 boats and 3 cars!
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They've also pulled a lot
of Himalayan Balsam, and
quite a few dead hedges.

We're expecting them to be
back in Radyr later in the year
so keep an eye out on their
website, cardiffriversgroup.
org.uk for more information.
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* General Alterations & Repairs

¢ Trousers, Coats, Jackets

 Skirts, Dresses & Weddings

¢ Curtains, Sports Clothing

* Zips Replaced

Dan y Bryn Avenue, Radyr drop off -
by a qualified seamstress
Email: evahughes84@hotmail.com
Mobile: Text or call Eva on 07912 369 440
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News from the

Community Council

The Community Council has
begun 2026 with continued
momentum, building on

the positive work from last
year. Here is an update on
what has been happening in
Radyr and Morganstown.

Farewell and
welcome

Last October we marked
the retirement of one of our
clerks, Julie Hopkins, after
15 years of service to the
Council and community.

Julie is well known locally
and has made a significant
contribution through her
professionalism, commitment
and steady support. Her work
has had a lasting impact and
she will be greatly missed.
We thank Julie sincerely for
everything she has given and
wish her every happiness

in this new chapter.

In January we were pleased
to welcome Samantha

Rees as Assistant Clerk.

We are delighted she has
joined the team and look
forward to working together
in the months ahead.

Community
Councillor
vacancy

A vacancy has arisen for a
Community Councillor in
the Community of Radyr and
Morganstown (Radyr South).

Anyone interested in
applying is invited to visit
our website for details.

New bus route

Our new bus services are
now operating. The 63
route extends through to
Pentyrch and the new 64
serves Morganstown.

These routes are an important
addition, improving
connectivity. However, their
future depends on passenger
numbers, and Cardiff Bus is
monitoring usage carefully.

Even short or occasional
journeys make a difference.

If we want to retain these
routes, we must use them — so
please check the timetables
and consider travelling by

bus whenever possible.

Environment
update

February is always a pleasure
as snowdrops appear along
Ffordd Las and in Hazel Tree
Close. We have asked the
County Council to consider
renaming the green space

in Hazel Tree/WIllow Tree
Close “Snowdrop Park”

a more fitting name.

We will again be providing
snowdrops “in the green”
for pupils at our two primary
schools to plant, continuing
a tradition that encourages
community pride.

The Christmas lights and
trees were well received,
particularly the new tree in
Pentwyn Park, and planning
is already underway for

this year’s display.

Ash dieback remains an
ongoing challenge and
affected trees must sometimes
be removed to ensure safety.
We are reviewing locations
for additional benches,
including one proposed

for Pentwyn Park. Hanging
baskets for Station Road
have been ordered and will
soon brighten the area.

One of the two-hourly bus
services now runs to Pentyrch,
an ideal starting point for

a walk up the Garth. Our

buses are not only for town
journeys but also help connect
us to the countryside.

International
Women’s Day

Sunday 8th March marked
International Women’s Day,
celebrating the achievements
of women worldwide and
recognising the importance
of advancing equality.

This year is particularly
significant locally, as for the
first time in the Community
Council’s history both the
Chair and Vice Chair are
women. Julia Charles and
lona Shariff were elected in
2025, an important milestone
for our community.
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-" » (Date to be announced - watch this space!)
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¥ COMMUNITY COUNCIL -

"Relaunch

. @[‘f‘ ¥ Residents

' Share your news,

-

r;_WE’rE looking to connect with: o

[/ Local Businesses 9 D o
[ Community Groups v |
' ﬁ?t%% [/ Events & Organisations == _'

get involved, and help us promot
all that’s great about Radyr & Morganstown! J

~ Showecasing:
" =3 Local news & events

%‘- ONE STOP SITE_%
For all things local ™= <3

-

—> Old Church Rooms hire —

& much more! —

. Cdnw_znient car park ;

é: =) assistantclerk@radyr.wales
S @ www.radyrandmorganstowncc.org/
€ Follow our new page for updates!
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WITHYCOMBE

L&G'’s latest research found that only 7% of Divorcees seek Financial Advice and while 50%
of divorcing couples consider the value of the family home, only 13% take pensions into
account when dividing assets. Additionally, 23% of couples actively waive their rights to the

value of their pension.

Providing financial advice at an early stage, can play a crucial role in supporting divorcing
couples and ensuring a fair and equitable division of finances.

€3 : andrew@wfs.wales

{} : 11 Graig Lwyd, Radyr, Cardiff CF15 8BG

. 07917457647
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Councillor Helen Lloyd Jones

The budg?:?:

We are seeing the advantages
of a Labour government in
Westminster, at the Senedd
and a Labour majority in
Cardiff Council. Better
funding is reaching the
Council. There are no front-
line cuts. Our Council Tax
increase of 3.9% is the lowest
in Wales and looks as if it is
the lowest in England and
Wales. There is going to be
additional funding for schools,
children and adult services.

Station Road

The Community Council has
been trying to move things
forward. We have recently
heard that the Co-op intend to
lease the space next to it for
the next year or so and that we
should see an improvement
to the look of the street.

Zebra crossing
by Radyr
Medical Centre

Both councillors have been
told that the zebra crossing
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will be put right in this financial
year. However the weather has
been against us, and we have
been advised the work would
be delayed. | have already
reminded the Council how
dangerous the zebra crossing
is, so | am hoping that it will
indeed be put right very soon.

Flooding by
Pughs Garden
Centre

Definite improvement this
winter. We need to keep the
channels for Cwm Farm stream
as clear as possible. Noticed
nearly everything the Council
did last year to improve the
situation has been demolished
by the water in the stream. We
obviously need to clear the
channels several times a year.

Litter picking

There is an active group of
volunteer litter pickers. See the
diary on page 3 for details.

Thank you too to all of you who
pick up some litter every time
you're out walking. Lots of us
picking up a little does make a
difference. Throwing litter out
of the car doesn’t fit the idyllic
rural image of the area. If you
enjoy living here because the
place has a lovely feel about
it, please don’t throw rubbish
or tuck it in the hedgerow or
behind electricity boxes.

Snowdrop Park

The Penrhys Pilgrimage

Way Project have shared the
funding costs with Radyr and
Morganstown Community

Council. As the weather
improves, we'll see a gate
going in with a disability-
friendly access linking the
Snowdrop Park with Pant
Tawel. In the meantime, be
aware that although Pant
Tawel looks like an ancient
country lane (which it is)
traffic still does use it to
get to the houses the other
side of the motorway.

Retirement of
Mr Andrew
Williams,
Headteacher

The school will miss Mr
Williams when he retires.

He has kept the tradition

of academic excellence at
Radyr Comprehensive School
in place. There have also
been developments to help
children who don't find it that
easy to learn and to make
going to school an enjoyable
experience. Best wishes Mr
Williams from us all. We wish
you a very happy retirement.

Drovers
Way Light

| keep thinking we have solved
the problem and then there is
always something else to sort.
We are much closer to having
a light than we were. One day
it will appear. In the meantime,
please be aware the path forks
and in the darkness, you may
not spot there is a difference in
levels between the path and
the side. So please take care
and consider taking a torch.
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Councillor Calum Davies

Bus services

| am delighted that the new

64 service is up and running,
seeing a significant increase in
buses coming through Radyr
& Morganstown. This was a
campaign pledge that I'd been
working on for three and a

half years and | am delighted
to see it has come to fruition. |
am also grateful to others who
played their part in this, and
this is a victory for the whole
ward as well as residents along
the bus route who will also
benefit from these services.

Budget

The Council has announced
another inflation-busting
Council Tax increase of 3.9%.
This is despite raising it by
more than inflation for several
years. | will be voting against
this rise and supporting

an alternative budget from
the Conservatives who, as
always, have proposed a
balanced budget with a
considerably lower increase.

Since | was elected, | have
never voted to increase

council tax by more than
inflation, and | won’t be
changing my approach when
voting on this Budget.

Additionally, whilst chairing

a committee meeting on the
Budget, | was alarmed to hear
about the lack of financial
planning in place for the
Council to meet its lawful
obligations regarding the
Equality Act following the
Supreme Court ruling last
April for enforcing single-sex
spaces, compliance with which
local authorities across the
land are stalling on. Following
scrutiny from myself, it was
confirmed that Cardiff Council
is not compliant with the law.

Unannounced,
wasteful
roadworks

Last August, there was

much consternation about
the removal of 20mph road-
markings on Heol Isaf despite
it remaining the speed limit.
This is, ironically, a direct
legal consequence of the
Welsh Labour Government'’s
imposition of the new national
default speed limit and meant
resources were needlessly
squandered on this exercise
instead of filling potholes and
fixing footpaths in the ward.

| expressed my displeasure

at a full meeting of Cardiff
Council and was very
disappointed to hear this
work has recommenced on
Bryn Derwen with no prior
notice provided to myself nor
residents despite making it
very clear at that meeting that

we should be forewarned. Very
disappointed to see taxpayer
money wasted in this way
when we are crying out for
potholes and pavements to

be fixed. Meanwhile, | hope

to have good news to report
on mending the crossing
outside Christ Church soon.

Festival help

The RMA are looking for
volunteers to help out with this
year’'s annual festival. Whether
you can help out a little bit

or a lot, they would be most
grateful for any assistance with
continuing to host this fixture
in the community’s calendar.
To volunteer, please contact
rmamembers@gmail.com

County
Councillor
updates

Regular updates from
our County Councillors
are made available every
month on the community
website at radyr.org.uk

KUMON
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Shine Theatre Scl_?(l)ol

by Hannah Williams

You will be receiving your
Radyr Chain after Shine
Theatre School’s sold out
production of Shrek Jr. the
Musical in the professional
Savoy Theatre, Tonyrefail.
Our amazing members aged
4 to 18 have been rehearsing
since September to present
this ambitious musical
production. This was our first
time performing at the Savoy
Theatre and we hope that we
continue to have a brilliant
relationship with this incredible
venue for many years.

Giving 100% to our young
people, with high standards
hand in hand with kindness
and inclusivity, is how we
enable them to truly SHINE.
Shrek Jr. is a musical full of an
outstanding range of different
characters which encouraged
our performers to demonstrate
their talents, comedy timing,
dance ability and amazing
vocals with their personal
flair. From puppeteering to
tap dancing MINI Stars, our
members across all ages

have been learning new

skills and enhancing their
musical theatre repertoire.

We also were exceptionally
privileged to have a team of
make up artists from Coleg

y Cymoedd working with

us to create awesome looks
including prosthetics, wigs
and essential fairytale sparkle!

If you'd like to see photos

of the final result, find us on
Facebook as “Shine Theatre
School, Radyr” or Instagram,
@shine_theatre_cardiff.
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This summer term we are
expanding and welcoming
new members to join us
after Easter, reinstating our
pre covid age groups:

 MINI Stars: school
years reception to 4

« Sunshine: school years 4to 6

- Diamonds: school
year 7 to 6th Form

We love welcoming new
young people from Radyr and
the surrounding areas, our
current members represent
over 15 different local schools!

So what’s next for Shine
Theatre School as we grow?

We always get excited about
our summer showcases.

The shorter summer term

is consistently a super fast
turnaround for a production
but we can feature so many
different musical theatre shows
to provide more principal
opportunities for our members
to shine - including the
potential to bring your own
characters/show/song choice

to audition to potentially be
added to the performance!

The 2026 theme is “sparkle
and shine” featuring the
song “Sparkle and Shine”
from the Nativity plus other
favourites such as “Be Our
Guest” from Beauty and the
Beast, “So Long Farewell”
from The Sound of Music with
scenes, dances and songs
from Bugsy Malone, Oliver,

A Chorus Line and more, not
forgetting to include a dance
for our MINI Stars to this
year's K Pop hit, “Golden”!

The summer showcase is also
the perfect time to preview
elements from our next full
musical production. In 2027
we will be performing not one
but two amazing musicals.
The MINI Stars and Sunshine
groups will perform Disney’s
Aladdin Jr. in January 2027
and our Diamonds will perform
Legally Blonde Jr. The Musical
in March 2027. We can’t wait
for auditions in September

for both productions.

In addition, as part of our
future plans we have some
new groups in the pipeline, a
Disneyland Paris performance
scheduled for summer 2028
and we will imminently

be expanding our LAMDA
examination provision to build
on the excellent results that
students have achieved.

We encourage everyone in
school year 4 and above who
is interested in auditioning
for Sparkle and Shine, or any
of our future musicals, to
come to our Easter holiday
workshop 2-6pm on Monday
30th March in Radyr Guide
Centre so that we can

work on acting skills, vocal
exercises, new choreography
and give audition tips to all
attendees including a 1-on-

1 chat with each about the
upcoming performance slots.

Contact us at
shinecreativearts@me.com

to register your interest for
Shine Theatre School classes.
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Everest Base Camp

Chq

by Alun Barnes, Radyr resident

This April, a friend and | will
be taking on the challenge

of trekking to Everest Base
Camp — no small feat for two
old fellas in their 50s. We're
doing it to raise money for
two remarkable charities:
CLIC Sargent (Young Lives
vs Cancer) and the British
Heart Foundation.

These causes mean a great
deal to both of us.  want

to help ensure parents can
stay close to their children
during the toughest moments
of cancer treatment, while
Chris is honouring his mum,
who sadly passed away

from heart failure at a young
age. The funds raised will be
split equally between both
charities, supporting vital care,
research and family support.

The trek itself is a tough one —
around 130km over two weeks,
climbing to 5,364m at Everest
Base Camp and up to 5,555m
at Kala Patthar. High altitude,
thin air, and long days mean
our training is already well

rity Trek

A

underway.-.. and proving jl:JSt
how challenging this will be!

What’s in it
for your club
or school?

To help boost our fundraising,
I'd love to offer free talks

to local schools, clubs or
community groups about

the trek, the training, and the
charities we're supporting — in
exchange for a donation. I'm
also open to local sponsorship
partnerships for businesses
who'd like to support us.

We have a target of £5000

to meet so all support

is appreciated. Every
contribution, large or small,
makes a real difference.

And donors will get access

to photos of our training
struggles... followed by the
spectacular views from Nepal!

You can find out more,
and donate by emailing
aluntbarnes@gmail.com.

Thank you for reading!
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¢ Tyres & Exhausts

* Servicing - all makes

¢ General Repairs

¢ 4 Wheel Alignment

* Brakes

¢ Shock Absorbers

e Puncture Repairs

¢ Air Conditioning

¢ Diagnostics

¢ Safety Checks

* Batteries

¢ Clutch Repairs

* M.O.Ts

¢ Courtesy Car Available

¢ Collection & Delivery of
Car and much, much more

MORE THAN JUST A PHARMACY

WWe offer other services such as:
Blood pressure checking ¢ Emergency contraception

Garth Tyre & Auto Services

We can supply all the major makes of tyre
from: B F Goodrich, Bridgestone,
Continental, Dunlop, Falken, Firestone,
General, Goodyear, Kumho,
Michelin, Pirelli, Toyo and Yokohama

Tel: 029 20 810857

Old Drift Garage, Main Road,
Gwaelod-y-Garth
Cardiff, South Glamorgan CF15 9HJ

Medicine waste disposal * Flu Vaccination

Common ailments scheme © Repeat ordering LEARN TO BAKE YOUR OWN BREAD

1 “Join me in my kitchen in Radyr and
discover how simple it is to
bake wonderful bread.”

— wew

Opening Times
Mon-Fri: 9am - 6pm
(Closed 1-2pm for lunch)
Sat: 9am - 12pm

Warren Carr

Choice of classes
Breadmaking for Beginners - Bread & Breakfast
C is for Chocolate & Croissants
European Tour - Spring into Summer

For further information call in or contact us on

Gift vouchers available online

02920 891051

‘I’f:‘,‘.l
Email: pentyrchpharmacy@outlook.com p

Laiines

www.pentyrchpharmacy.co.uk highsandloavesbreadmaking.com

07502 575780

4 Airport Transfers

4+ Sporting Events
# Corporate Hire

# Concert & Theatre
# College & Schools

02920 844666 / 01443 844666

CERTIPHASE ELECTRICAL

For all of your electrical upgrades

tphae

TUCCTESC AL

* Full & partial rewires
* EV charger installation
* Landlord EICRs
* Consumer-unit upgrades
* Lighting & smart controls
* Fault finding
* Fire and security
*CCTV
* Domestic / Commercial / Industrial
* Membership option (see website for details)

Facebook: Certiphase Electrical
Instagram: Certiphase Electrical

07450 043 290

www.certiphase-electrical.co.uk 15% off with code 'Radyr Chain’

C.M. AUTO SERVICES

Unit 2, Fairfield Industrial Estate, Main Road,
Gwaelod-y-Garth, Taffs Well, CF4 8LA

Tel: 029 2081 3236

FOR TYRES AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL IN AND SEE US!

M.O.Ts AT DISCOUNT PRICES
*Tyre Fitting *Wheel Balancing *Servicing
*Clutches *Bodywork *Brakes *Repairs
*Exhausts *Shock Absorbers
Free COll['tCSy Car (subject to Conditions)

C.M. AUTO SERVICES

IS YOUR LOCAL TYRESAVE CENTRE FOR ALL
YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

COLLECTION, DELIVERY AND COURTESY SERVICE AVAILABLE
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Merched y

Gyda dathliadau’r Nadolig
wedi darfod a’r addurniadau
i gyd yn 6l yn yr atigam
flwyddyn arall, hyfryd oedd
dod at ein gilydd ar ddechrau
lonawr a chawsom wledd

yn gwrando ar Ruth Shelley,
sy’'n artist lliw yn trafod ei
gwaith a’r ysbrydoliaeth

tu cefni'w darnau.

Un o Ystumtuen ger Ponterwyd

yw Ruth a thirwedd mynyddig
gogledd Ceredigion a'i arfordir
yn ysbrydoliaeth i'w gwaith.
Tecstiliau oedd ei chariad
cyntaf a chwiltiau lliwgar

ei nain yn rhan annatod o'r
cariad hwnnw. Dyna’i phwnc
yny coleg ond daeth tro ar
fyd ar 6l teithio yn yr India a
de-ddwyrain Asia i ymchwilio
i liw a thecstiliau. Roedd

wedi darganfod gwydr ac

ers pum mlynedd ar hugain
bellach dyna ei harbenigedd.

Mae gweld golau yn dod trwy
wydr lliw yn rhoi gwefr iddi a
cheisio dal y wefr honno a wna
wrth lunio bowlenni a fasys

lle mae'r lliwiau amrywiol yn
ymdoddi’'n naturiol i'w gilydd
fel yn ein tirwedd. Ond tu cefn
i'w chreadigaethau y mae
wythnosau a misoedd o waith
ymchwil i ddarganfod sut 'y
mai gwydr twym yn ymestyn o
dan ddylanwad disgyrchiant
mewn odyn. Wrth greu y mae
Ruth yn ymasio haenau o
stibedi gwydr i greu un haen
cyn ei dorri a'i sgleinio a'i
sgwrio & thywod. Mae pob
darn terfynol wedyn yn dal
hanfod y tirlun a'i ysbrydolodd.

Gan gadw'i golwg a'r
gynaladwyedd mae Ruth yn
sicrhau bod unrhyw wydr
wast o'r broses yn cael ei ail-

ddefnyddio_i greu darn arall.

Enillodd wobrau lu gan
gynnwys un o wobrau y
British Glass Biennale yn
2015 a'r People’s Prize

for Contemporary Glass.

Y mae’n arddangos a
gwerthu ei chreadigaethau
yn siop Crefftau yny Bae
ac Oriel Makers Penylan.

‘Rydym yn croesawu unrhyw
siaradwr newydd Cymraeg i’ n
cyfarfod nos Fercher, Ebrill 1af
am 7.30pm pan fydd gennym
noson o adloniant. Croeso i
bawb - dynion a merched!

Bydd cyfarfod mis Mai hefyd
yn agored i bawb, gan ei

fod yn rhan o Wyl Radur. Y
siaradwr fydd Arwel Ellis Owen,
a fu'n Olygydd Newyddion a
Materion Cyfoes BBC Cymru a

Radyr Chain 278 - Spring 2026

Wawr Bro Radur

hefyd yn Bennaeth Rhaglenni'r
BBC yng Ngogledd Iwerddon.
Edrychwn ymlaen at wrando
ar ei sgwrs “O Valparaiso i
Vladivostok” nos Fercher, Mai
6ed am 7.30 pm. Cynheliry
ddau gyfarfod yn Ysgoldy
Eglwys Crist (New Church
Rooms) Dewch yn llu!

Geirfa

« gwydr - glass

- ysbrydoliaeth - inspiration
- tirwedd - landscape

- arfordir - coastline

- cwiltiau lliwgar -
colourful quilts

« ymchwilio - to research

« gwydr lliw - coloured glass
- gwobrau - awards

- arddangos - to exhibit
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Replacement Local
Development Plan update

Angela Gray, Chair of Radyr
& Morganstown Local
Development Group

We are now approaching
the last stages of Cardiff
Council’'s adoption of

a new (Replacement)
Local Development Plan,
which is scheduled to
run from 2021-2036.

The Radyr and Morganstown
Local Development Group
(RMLDG) has seen the final
version of the plan, agreed by
Cardiff Council and submitted
to Welsh Government.

We are pleased to report
that itis in line with all the
discussions we had with
Cardiff Council including a

rejection of proposals
to allocate further land
for developmentin
north west Cardiff.

The next stage - an
examination of the Plan

by Welsh Government
Inspectors in a series of
hearings - has been scheduled
to start on 9th June.

4

¢ All aspects of Plumbing & Heating
¢ New Installations
¢ Bathrooms / wetrooms
* Upgrades Combi Boilers
¢ Central Heating
¢ All areas covered
* FREE estimates

ﬂ% PLUMBING

W & HEATING

M: 07717 441 881
mjplumbheating.com

This will provide an
opportunity for those who
have objected to the Plan to
present their arguments.

We know that developers wish
to see further land allocated
for housing in our ward and
on our boundaries and the
RMLDG will be attending the
hearings to argue against this.

@™  5_STARRATED E

QN T

A Pre-Hearing Meeting is
being held on 24 March and
we shall know more then and
will update our webpage
accordingly: https://radyr.
org.uk/clubs/rmldgroup/

Your local dental practice, based
in the heart of Tongwynlais

Our friendly team offer a wide range of treatments
from preventative general dentistry to teeth whitening,
Invisalign and other cosmetic dental treatments!

¢ Preventative General Dentistry for all ages

Invisalign

‘i i i Tongwynlais Dental Care
A g

Dental Hygiene visits available to all - direct access
Cosmetic Dentistry including Teeth Whitening &

Expert Dental Implant treatment
New Patient Private Emergency Appointments

02920 811 431
reception@tondental.co.uk
www.tondental.co.uk
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What it is like being a
teenager in the local area

by Noah Richards

Do you remember your
teenage years? Orareyou a
teenager yourself right now?
Growing up in Radyr has a

lot of positives for teenagers
like myself and many others.
For example, there is a strong
community feel, plenty of local
clubs such as Radyr Rangers
football club and the cricket
club. Growing up in such an
amazing town can feel friendly
and welcoming with events
such as Christmas events and
much more. This can really
help young people and people
who are older get a strong
community feel and really love
where they live. | know | do!
Furthermore, studying at the

local schools such as Radyr
Comprehensive School gives
many opportunities. This is
proven by the recent results
by Radyr Comprehensive
School (from 2023) which
show 74% to 77% of pupils
achieving 5+ Ax-C grades
(including English/Maths)

Moreover, being a teenager
today has similarities with
every era of teenagers!

Both teenagers today and
teenagers from 50 years ago
have used music, fashion,
and even slang to show their
likes and their identity!

| asked my friend who lives
in Radyr about how he feels
about living in Radyr, and he

WARM

Gas Engineers, Heating

FRONT

~ Plumbers, Chimney Sweeps

¢ Gas Central Heating Servicing &
Breakdowns Specialist

¢ All Plumbing Repairs & Maintenance
* Gas Certificates _
HETAS

¢ Heating/Boiler Upgrades
¢ Radyr Based Business

Tel: Chris: 07973863660 ey

Email: warmfront3@gmail.com b
Website: warmfrontplumbers.co.uk

ActionPhysio
Physiotherapy Clinic

Radyr Medical Centre, Radyr

Claire Beeson MCSP
Chartered Physiotherapist

Approved by all insurers including:
BUPA - AXA/PPP - WPA - AVIVA

Home Visits also available
Contact: 07809 766 002
www.actionphysio.co.uk

said that he loves how it is so
quiet and how it is quite small
yet still has such as amazing
feel to it and really showed his
appreciation for the town and
how friendly the community is.

In summary, growing up in the
local community can really
support you in your teens

with clubs, social clubs and
much more, this can give
young people a real sense of
community and help them feel
welcome in this amazing town.

Delivering to
every home

in Radyr and
Morganstown

Our incredible team of
delivery volunteers work
very hard to deliver to every
home in our community.

If you know of anywhere
that does not receive a
copy, please email us with
details: chain@radyr.org.uk

GRAHAM'S KITCHEN (74 RADYR GOLF CLUB

PO MRS WEDMESDAY THUREDAY
WILCORIED
CUREY & & DEINE BELL DAY

WATEH B
ERONTH HEM 13- 4 0% OHY
AR GRILL MR
SOCIAL
MRS Y s
080 10 moLUT
1L 1FF B

PO DITARS

- e
I ’-‘.r_-.'lﬂ'l
e

oD, TABLL &
CANT B AFDE
AV LARE

FRIDAY SATURDAY BUNDAY

FiSH MADAY SURCAY CANVTEY

FHY DUH

[y TR LRI &
RITARS

TRALAWAY ITEH
& GHFE

s o | é?
;@

COMPUTERS

If your Computer is playing up,
DON’T PANIC!
Call me
Andrew
No Fix, No Fee.

Contact Andrew on
02920892959 or 07803619266
support@adcomputers-wales.co.uk
www.adcomputers-wales.co.uk

10% OFF WHEN YOU PRESENT
THIS ADVERT.

15



Radyr Chain 278 - Spring 2026

Radyr & Morganstown
Local History Society

by Martin Coysh

Do you think history
is just about dusty old
Kings and Queens?

Well, we don’t, so we have
devised a full programme
of speakers and visits to
explore many aspects of life.

We usually meet monthly at
7:30pm, in Radyr Methodist
Church, awarm and
comfortable venue in the
centre of our village. There,
speakers deliver presentations
on a wide range of subjects.

By the time you read this we
will already have had our
Annual General Meeting
where Allan Cook will have

spoken on the ‘Parish of
Radyr'. Then in March, Keith
Moger will have spoken on
‘Hospital Administration’.

If anything in our programme
interests you, please just come
along, or better still, contact
me so that | can keep you

up to date with our events.
Membership fees are nominal
and you are very welcome to
attend any of our meetings as a
non-member. Our programme
currently reads as follows:

On Thursday 16th April,
Geoff Henderson will
speak on laying the first
transatlantic cable.

On Sunday 3rd May, there will

alun j ]ones famlly law

Solicitors & Advocates

Divorce | Financial Arrangements
Children Disputes | Prenuptial Agreements
Cohabitation Agreements | Separation

We offer first class advice, representation and support in divorce,
financial arrangements, children disputes and all areas of family law.

Our tight knit, compassionate team provides a highly personal,

attentive and efficient service.

be a guided walk at Cathays
Cemetery which will form
part of the Radyr Festival.

On Thursday 11th June
we hope to organise a

trip to Llancaiach Fawr
but this is dependent on
them having reopened by
then. Alternatively, we may
go to Caerphilly Castle

or Cyfarthfa Castle.

On Thursday 17th September
we intend to organise a coach
trip to Hereford Cathedral.

If any of this interest you,
please contact me on
martincoysh@outlook.
comor 07586414171

12 Cathedral Road
Cardiff
CF119L)

R&M Litter Pickers

A dog poo crisis?
by Peter Fortune

If you find the recent
photograph below of the litter
bin at the end of Sycamore
Tree Close acceptable then
you have a different set of
values than mine. This is not
an isolated example either; on
many occasions in the last few
months a number of bins in
Radyr have been overflowing
with stinking bags of dog poo,
for example next to the Guide
Hall. Not pleasant for anyone.

Why do you do this? Could

you take the bag to the next
bin or maybe even take it home
with you? Even worse, why do

some dog owners hang the
bags of dog poo off branches
of trees on Pant Tawel Lane,
leave them in the field or hang
them from the gate to the field?
Is there a dog poo fairy that my
mother didn’t tell me about?

Thank you for using poo
bags but please place them
in a bin which isn't full or take
them home. Thank you.

Your Litter Pickers continue
to do other things as well

as getting worked up about
dog poo! Our more than 40
volunteers go out individually
and we meet as a group once
a month Dates of our Group

“LocC Lam & 59
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Picks are in the Chain Diary
section. We are a social group
and meet after every pick in
the Hub for tea and coffee
(thank you Radyr Hub!) and
have an annual dinner.

Come and join us, we provide
all the necessary kit. Contact us
on rmlitterpickers@gmail.com

R&M Litter Pickers is supported
by Cardiff Council Radyr &
Morganstown Community
Counciland MGY Estate Agents

CARPET AND
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
Free Demonstration on Request

“For a Healthier cleaner, home"

Telephone: (029) 2084 4120
Muobile: 07791 502943

TreeFIalr

TREE CARE AND

°|‘ Tal: 029 2021 2159

E: alun@ajonesfamilylaw.com
T: 029 2002 3222

GROUND MAINTENANCE

David Ryder
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED TREE SURGEON

eONLY

lMums & Dads

ek e b o

. 07827 909309 = TREEFLAIR@GMAIL.COM

Family team of I
the year

R P N T S

www.ajonesfamilylaw.com @alunjonesfamilylaw o @alunjonesfamilylaw o @ajfamilylaw
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St John Ambulance Cymru

Radyr Division

Thie Radyr and
Morganstown
Associaton

St John Ambulance Cymru is
the first aid charity for Wales,
supporting communities
across the country since
1918. Our mission is to enable
every community to learn first
aid and healthcare skills.

We are extremely grateful to
the Radyr and Morganstown
Association, who selected St
John Ambulance Cymru Radyr
Division as their 2025 Charity
of the Year for the Radyr and
Morganstown Festival. Thanks
to the incredible generosity

of residents, supporters, and
everyone who made the
festival possible, the festival
raised £5,873.63 for our
charity. These funds will help
St John Ambulance Cymru
continue its vital, lifesaving
work in the local community
and throughout Wales.

Every year, St John volunteers
provide medical cover at
around 1,000 public events.
These range from major
occasions at the Principality

18

Stadium, such as Oasis
concerts and Six Nations
matches, to our cherished
community events including
the Concert in the Park which
forms part of the Radyr and
Morganstown festivities.
This year is already shaping
up to be another busy one
as we continue to support
events across Wales.

Our Radyr Division has
also been active within

the local community,
delivering Community First
Aid Awareness Courses.
We recently visited the
Radyr and Morganstown
Women's Institute and
held an open session at
the Old Church Rooms as
part of our organisation’s
Defibruary campaign, which
ran throughout February
to promote the lifesaving
importance of CPR and
defibrillator skills.

Across Wales, there are now
more than 8,500 publicly

accessible defibrillators. Yet
recent research shows that
only 25% of people have been
trained to use them, and they
were used in just 8% of out-
of-hospital cardiac arrests.
Thanks to our volunteers, St
John Ambulance Cymru has
directly helped save four lives
in 2025 through CPR and
defibrillator use demonstrating
the vital difference between

a life saved and a life lost.

St John Ambulance Cymru

is always looking for new
volunteers. If you're seeking
a new challenge or hoping

to give something back to
your community, why not
join us? We offer youth
programmes for ages 5-18,
and adult volunteering from
18+. There are many ways to
get involved: train as a first
aider and support public
events, assist our logistics and
fundraising teams, or help
mentor young people as they
develop essential life skills.

If you would like to know
more about St John
Ambulance Cymru or if you
are interested in joining the
Radyr Division, which meets
on Tuesday evenings at the
Old Church Rooms please
visit sjacymru.org.uk.
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Change, uncertainty, stress

by Helen Lloyd Jones

| sit here at my computer
and behind this window, |
can see the BBC News page
for today, Sunday 1st March
St David’s Day. It doesn’t
make for good reading.

What, | wonder, will the world
be dealing with come the
day you read this article. Will
the war between America,
Israel and Iran be over? Will
there be a quasi-peace in

the Middle East? How much
will it have affected us?

| have forgotten the name of
the surgeon at Neath General
Hospital (and that will date me)
who sorted out some of my
problems. He was an Iranian.
He was such a kind, intelligent
man. Did he have family still

in Iran? Will they be alright?

It changes, doesn’t it when
you know people? When you
have friends in places all over
the world, it doesn’t take you
long to work out that what the
vast majority of us want is to
be able to bring our children
up in a world that is safe, we
want to be able to feed them,
to clothe them, to give them
an education. We want to
see them find a partner and

if we were honest, most of

us hope we will be blessed
with grandchildren who

can also be fed and clothed
and grow up in safety.

| was at an Iftar this week.
Muslims have a moveable
month called Ramadan
when they fast from dawn
to dusk. Iftar is the meal
they eat to break their fast.
They were talking about

building communities and
knowing their neighbours.

Knowing your neighbours,
knowing your community
resonates with me. As a child, |
used to go selling raffle tickets
to every house in the village.
Many of them, | would simply
knock on the back door, “Any
one at home?” I'd call and
gently push the door open and
enter the kitchen. It was what
we did. The village knew who |
was and | knew who they were.

Speak to local Radyr and
Morganstown residents in their
eighties and they will tell you
they knew nearly everyone.

But | write this knowing that
someone has posted on
social media inciting our
teenagers to be violent with
other teenagers in Cardiff. |
know too that what can be
done to make this attempt
adamp squib has been
done. | am full of admiration
for all the professionals who
are working together to
keep our youngsters safe.

To all of you in our community
who are bringing up children,
do make sure your children
understand the dangers of
social media and help them

to identify what is good and
what is bad. Parents matter.

| was going to talk about
change and the elections for
the Senedd in May and how
much respect | have for the
candidates in the Labour party
in our constituency. Cardiff

is so vibrant compared with
many other cities in Britain.
Our Labour group has been

implementing good policies,
that are future proofing our
children’s futures. Here
we've seen the Drovers Way
playground, the all-weather
football pitch at Radyr Comp,
reduction on flooding on

our main road, and Cardiff
Youth Services are now more
engaged with our young
people. And yippee! We've got
an extra bus service. Hurray!

St David advocated we do

the “little things”, to keep the
faith and to be joyful. One of
the little things we can do,

is know our neighbours and
look out for them. Say “hello”,
ask them how they are, make
happiness links. Keep building
a safe community for us all.

o

»
Pip’s Pooches

Professional Dog Grooming

For Grooming Experience

and Expertise, call Mandy
on 07870 669169.

A completely Personal
and Friendly service
right in the heart of Radyr.

-

"..because you love your dog’
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Radyr’s Railway

Society

Many of you will already
know that Radyr has its

own railway society - the
South Wales Branch of the
Railway Correspondence
and Travel Society (RCTS).
We meet on the second
Wednesday evening of each
month in the Old Church
Rooms and our meetings
include talks on every aspect
of railways - modern and
historic, steam, diesel and
electric, home and abroad.

Recent talks have included
The Rolling Stock Strategy
of Transport for Wales - with
details of our new trains here
in Radyr, The History of the
Barry Railway, A Selection

of Images from Railways

\'N

The Radyr and Morganstown
Friends of TENOVUS
celebrated their 40th
anniversary of fundraising in
October 2025, as seen in the
photograph. It was a fantastic
evening with entertainment
provided by rugby legend
Rupert Moon and Britain’s

20

TENOVUS is a charitykraising |
funds for cancer care in Wales.

in South Wales from 1960,
The Inside Story of the Great
Train Robbery and Images
of Trains in North America.

We also organise outings and
walks and our July meeting is
always a Social Evening with
a quiz and an opportunity to
meet and chat to other fellow
enthusiasts. Each meeting
includes a break for tea and
coffee, the price of which is
included in the £3 entrance as
well as an opportunity to buy
a reasonably priced Kit Kat.

Our future meetings are in the
diary on page 3, or contact our
Secretary - phillip.stallard1@
outlook.com Just come along,
you'll be made very welcome.

Friends of Tenovus

Got Talent star Jamie Pugh.

Upcoming fundraising
events include the well
established TENOVUS quiz
held during the Radyr and
Morganstown Festival.

Come along for a light
hearted, fun filled evening
and enjoy a quiz, raffle, bar
and light refreshments.

Looking fora
new mortgage?

ﬁ Higginson Mortgage Services Ltd

Talk to your local mortgage
experts and get access to
hundreds of mortgages
under one roof.

Q 07917226714

emma@higginsonmortgageservices.co.ukd

':é:' www.higginsonmortgageservices.co.uk
Q Find us in Radyr, Cardiff

A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED
AGAINST YOUR HOME. YOUR HOME MAY
BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP

REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY
OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT.

Tickets can be obtained via
RMA Festival booking.

The next bag collection, at
Radyr Guide Hall, takes place
on Wednesday 20th May 2026
from noon to 2pm. Thisis a
great reason and motivator

for a Spring clear out. Fill bags
with clothes, books, bric a brac
and small electrical goods.

Friends of TENOVUS will
be at the Festival Fete and
would appreciate your
support. Please come

and say “hello” to us.

For further information
about any aspect of
Radyr and Morganstown
Friends of TENOVUS,
please contact Rosanne
Holmes 02920 401872.

Better
Start
Tuition
Maths & English
Tutors

New centre open: Radyr & Llandaff
Llantrisant Road Retail Park, CF5 2BF

VOUCHER
1 FREE TUITION LESSON

This voucher may be redeemed for 1 free tuition
lesson at any Better Start Tuition centre.
029 22940651

www.betterstarttuition.co.uk
T&C apply. Only 1 voucher redeemable per pupil. New customers only.

MORTGAGE AOVIION
Clair Bevan
Dl han been with Chrsthench Mordgages dnce Octobes 103, oad hai 3 peen

gapantaig & s lamasin sl wo o pad ol uges Tl g ened & Camdh gag wil
Ea apan io working =i chach revshly e fa UK

Contact Affiliations
it b nr il bbb chm o geeges = Cabidf
ok P
01202 485111 e

&7 48 BI840
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Join us for a delicious day out
on one of our Cardiff food tours!

Recently voted one of the
UK’s 7 best city
walking tour in the
Sunday Times.

From Welshcakes and bara brith to wines,
ciders and international cuisine —
get a true taste of Cardiff.

Our gift vouchers are perfect gifts

v for friends and family.
www.lovingwelshfood.uk
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JW

ELECTRIC AL

Qualified & Experienced Electrician

Services include:

Domestic & Commercial Work
Rewiring & Electrical Installations
Fault Finding & Repairs

Fuse Box Upgrades

Indoor & Outdoor Lighting

EV Charger Installation

Call Now: 07734584503
Email: jw.electrical2023@gmail.com

ma back my
confidence &
b, vitality!

Turn back the clock with our fun
and friendly exercise classes to

improve your

¥ balance & confidence MO € "- [
v mobility & flexibiity ~ OR LOSE (T!,
¥ strength & independence

Rurming Mondays 1pm and Wednetdays 1100 a2 5t John's
Church Danescourt (F5 25H Free mfreshments atter class]

Dementia/ParkinsonsStroke friendly. 15t class free | £6 RAYG
Contact Alison @ alisono@moveitorositoo uk /7 T86361 02

PAINTER, DECORATOR
& HOME MAINTENANCE

CTTY ¢ GUILDS ADVANGED
CRAFT CERTIFICATE

CALL DAVID ON 2062 1478
Email: francis-s4(@sky:com
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Radyr and Morganstown
Festival 2026
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Singing for City Hospice

by David Silver, Chair of
Festival Committee

This year’'s May Festival
commences on Saturday 2nd
May with the Festival Fete
being held in the grounds

of Radyr Primary School. As
usual there will be a licensed
bar and a BBQ. There will be
performances by the local
primary schools, maybe
even maypole dancing. We
will have a variety of stalls
and anyone wanting one
should contact Rich Wales
on fete@rmfestival.org.uk.

Our charity this year is the City
Hospice, based in the grounds
of Whitchurch Hospital.

Before the festival gets
going, there will be three
performances of Alan
Ayckbourn’s “Round and
Round the Garden” by the
Radyr Drama Society at
Morganstown Village Hall

from 22nd -24th April.

This year, for the first time
since 2018, we have an art
exhibition by a variety of

local artists in the Methodist
Church between 2nd and 4th
May. On Tuesday 5th May
there will be a Gardener’s
Question Time to be held in
Pugh’s Garden Centre with all
proceeds going to the charity.

During the first week of the
Festival we also have our
regular Festival Walk, Civic
Service, Taster sessions at
the Tennis Club, Story and
Rhyme time in the Hub,
Welsh Night, Wine and
Cheese evening, Tenovus
22

Quiz and our Jazz Night.

The middle Saturday, the
9th, sees our regular and
extremely popular Party in
the Park starting at noon and
going through to 6pm. This
will feature a range of local
bands and a performance
from Sally’s Angels and end
with a set from the Radyrcals.
There will be a licensed bar
which will include Real Ale
and a gin bar. The BBQ will
be going all day to keep
everyone’s energy levels up.

On Sunday there will be

a Gymanfa Ganu in Christ
Church, the return of an event
not held for several years.

In the second week we have
more regular events, a Beetle
Drive, a talk on the Barry
Railway, a second Welsh
Night, an Alzheimer’s Society
coffee morning, a Boozy
Bards evening, a lunchtime
concert in Christ Church and
a Science with a Pint evening.

Saturday 16th May sees the
Hub hosting two performances
of Dinosaur Explorers by
Louby Lou for the very young.
It also marks the return of

the Val Allen Dog Show and
Family Games. On Sunday
17th we have the final event
of the fortnight with a charity
concert for the City Hospice
performed by Cor Caerdydd.

We believe there is something
for everyone in this programme
with a mix of new and regular
events. Tickets for all events
will be available from our Box

Office at Michael Graham
Young in Station Rd. and
online from the Festival
Website www.rmfestival.org.
uk We will also be selling
tickets at all main events.

A full Festival Programme is
included in this edition of the
Chain along with a book of
raffle tickets. Please purchase
these as all monies from the
raffle go directly to the charity.
Raffle tickets can be returned
to the box office, to any of
the RMA committee, Allan
Cook, or to an organiser at
any of the events. There will
be more details of all events
on the Festival Website
www.rmfestival.org.uk.

We look forward to seeing you
during the Festival. If you have
any questions please contact
us on info@rmfestival.org.uk.
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Festlval opemng mght concert

7.30pm on Saturday 2nd
May at Christ Church, Radyr

Following their success
performing at the Festival

in previous years, Castell
Coch Choral Society under
the baton of Linda Morgan,
Musical Director and highly
regarded Accompanist John
Wickett together with guest
soloists will provide us with
a memorable evening of
classical/choral and popular
music for the opening night of
the Radyr and Morganstown
Festival and our chosen
charity City Hospice.

The bar will be open from
6.45pm, and interval
refreshments will be available.

Tickets are £12 and available
to be purchased from the MGY
Festival Box Office or Sue
Thomas (02920 310 894).

City Hospice

Based in the grounds of
Whitchurch Hospital, City
Hospice cares for patients
across Cardiff, helping to
manage symptoms whilst
offering support to families.

City Hospice is not a bedded
unit. Instead patients are cared
for at home by their dedicated

team of excellent professionals.

The services and care offered
also include a vibrant day
centre offering hydrotherapy
and sensory rooms along with
aromatherapy and support
for bereaved relatives.

They work alongside Ty Hafan
supporting young adults
offering palliative care together
with support for their families.
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GLAZING REPAIRS
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Probus Club of Cardlﬂ' West

By Barry Clarke

Like you, we're looking

forward to enjoying this Spring.

And we're looking forward
to the upcoming Probus

day trips away too - the
accompanying photo shows
some of us on a recent trip to
the SS Great Britain in Bristol.

A quick poll of our members
suggested that most of them
had not been told much
about Welsh history when
they were in school - how
different to today, as the
Welsh Government has
mandated Welsh history as
a school curriculum subject
in Wales 3 years ago.

But, amongst what we've
heard from the speakers,
singers and performers

who have come along to
entertain us each month at
our club, we've had some
amazing stories and bits of
Welsh history told to us at our
Probus meetings recently.

One talk was about an unusual
Glamorgan man called ‘lolo
Morgannwg'. He (according
to the BBC) was responsible
for setting up the renowned
Welsh “Gorsedd of the Bards”.

But, the Gorsedd was
established by him in Primrose
Hill in London (instead of
Wales) in 1792. Of course,

the idea of having one was

so liked in Wales that it has
been adopted here with

great enthusiasm (as anyone
who goes to the National
Eisteddfod will tell you).

Another of those talks was
about the unusual Morgan
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family who lived in Tredegar
House near Newport. The
family is described by the
National Trust as ‘Welsh,
wealthy and wild,” and
elsewhere it is said that
another part of the family
included the pirate Captain
Sir Henry Morgan. Some say
there was one Lady Morgan
who was apparently brilliant
at showing off Welsh culture
for the delight of visitors from
elsewhere, including team
demonstrations of old and
new traditional fun Welsh folk
dances, and was believed

to be partly responsible for
a revival of folk dancing

in South Wales. This was

a family with many stories
both true and otherwise.

Our programme is wonderfully
varied, and it has to be
for our enjoyment.

As we meet in the daytime, our
members tend to be retired,
or semi-retired, working from

home, or are working part-time.

If you want to know what
we're likely to be doing next,
you can also find our updated
programme on the Coming
Events section of your Radyr

& Morganstown community
website at https://radyr.org.
uk, as well on the Events
Summary shown on https://
radyr.org.uk/events-summary

Our men'’s Radyr Probus club
(which is formally called the
“Probus Club of Cardiff West")
welcomes new members and
meets on the first Thursday
morning of each month

at Radyr Golf Club to hear
entertaining speakers, as well
as other times when we go
away on trips (including those
open to wives and family).

If you think you'd like to
join our men'’s club, you
are very welcome to come
along to find out more.

Alfie’s House - Dog Boarding

Solo dog boarding & daycare in
Morganstown

o

An experienced dog ocwner providing oll the home
comforts for your precious pup - small/medium

dogs
Fully insured & licensed by Cardiff Council
Contact Lorraine:

07814430635
Legritfiths@icloud.com

Thank you from the
Alzheimer’s Society

Together we have raised
over £100,000 for the
Alzheimer’s Society.

In 2018 the Radyr and
Morganstown festival
committee selected the
Alzheimer’s Society as

its chosen charity for the
annual festival. One of the
requirements was that the
Society establish a local
group that seeks to raise
funds for those living with
dementia. This challenge
was accepted by the Society
and an embryonic group
was formed. That year
£18,000 was donated to
the society as a result of the
various activities and events
at the summer festival.

In practice we understand that
over 30% of the population will
eventually contract one of the
many forms of dementia and
we are therefore continually
encouraged to seek funds
that may address the impacts
of the disease. It is often
considered as a condition

that affects older people,

but we have individuals in

our local community that

were first diagnosed in their
early 50’s and sadly there

are other individuals who
experience symptoms at
an even younger age.

Roll the clock forward from
2018 to 2025 and the Radyr
and Morganstown Alzheimer’'s
fundraising group still exists
and is now strengthened by
new members, all dedicated
to raising further funds for
those living with memory loss
in our communities and to
fund much needed research
to seek to find a cure for

this challenging disease.

We have now raised over
£100,000 which has been
passed to the Alzheimer’s
Society. This has only been
achieved by the considerable
support of the community of
Radyr and Morganstown in
supporting our events. These
have included concerts,

beetle drives, coffee mornings,

raffles, craft stalls, tombola’s,
bucket collections as well
as support from the local
schools, Tesco, Co-op and
the Blakemore foundation.

This photo was taken at

our recent coffee morning
where the symbolic cheque
for £100,000 was presented
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to Charlie Sloper of the
Alzheimer’s Society.

We remain committed to
developing our events
programme and we are

so grateful to those in the
community who continue to
support us. Our next activities
will be a stall serving teas and
coffees at the Festival Fete on
2nd May and a coffee morning
in Radyr Golf Club at 10.30

on Thursday 14th May. Our
‘crafters’ are preparing for a
stall at the Insole Court dog
show in August and plans

are underway for a Christmas
coffee morning in November
- further details in the next
issue. In the meantime, we are
always grateful for jewellery of
any description - gold, silver
or costume. Please drop any
items in to Pat at 25 Drovers
Way or Gaynor at 5 Bryncoed.

If this is a cause close to your
heart and you would like to
make a difference by helping
us in our fundraising, please
contact Mark (07713 684088)
or Gaynor (07769 704247)

or any of the committee.

Vinyl
Reconds.
Wanted.

We buy collections of albums and
singles, both large and small and can
Vvisit at your convenience and make a

good cash offer for everything

Contact Chris - 07702 661671

Vinyl Reconrd Shep
We also sell gquality vinyl records at
sensible prices at:

Bardic Vintage Books
Church Street
Llantwit Major
CF&1 158
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== Radyr Golf Club

Come and find out what we have to offer.

Located just off Drysgol Road.

You dont have to be a member to enjoy our facilities

ELECTRICAL

Efficient, Rekables,
Extaptional Sanvice,
Local Tradesman.

From a complate rawire
tioy et fitfing & fight up
we da it all including
rarificaies

» Naw Fuse hoxas # Inspaction Certificatas
o Complete Rewires  ® Exfra Sockets

u All lighting ® Elgciric Showers

o Small and big jobs

Please take a look st our website
www.cherrybuildingservicesiid.couk

Contact Peter 07920762843
Email peteresswiBiacl.com

Cheery Buidisg Sandced Lid. 15 8 pant P approwed comiscior MICDC

Gorminmant Agpemind Ragnrahon Schaes for Elsctic ifatalien,

(02920) 842408 Ext.2
Manager@radyrgolf.co.uk

COMPLETE
SLUMBING
SERUICES

From an emergency leak,
to a new luxury
bathroom or kitchen
-and everything in between-
we offer a complete and
trustworthy service.

Contact Chris on

Home: 02920 B42644

Mobile: 07980 926321

Email chrispugh cpsEgmail com
Facabook com/
completeplumbingsernices

)

<AL

" Hair Designers

Natalie Jones
Proprietor

02920 843 234
07973 723 531

4 Castle Court
Caer Craig
Radyr
Cardiff « CF15 8RD

L’Oreal stockist

NIGEL
BOARDMAN

TRADESMAN PAINTER & DECORATOR

Fully qualified advanced city &
guilds trained painter & decorator,
providing interior & exterior
painting & decorating services to
help improve your home.

Our Services:

» * Interior & Exterior

* Light 4&1'
Commercial m

Je Offices & Shops

* Domestic

* Wallpaper Specialist
* Specialist Coatings

* Insurance
(Re-Decoration Work)

¢ And Much More
CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Office: 02920 734888
Mobile: 07803 571 757
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Christmas Panto Rev1ews

by Allan Cook

A Christmas
Carol

At the end of November
the Radyr Drama Society
performed Dickens A
CHRISTMAS CAROL ina
version by Patrick Barlow.

Over the past few years the
Drama Society has developed
a liking for performing “epic”
plays with casts of four and
five. | particularly remember

a hilarious Ben Hur with five
actors and a supermarket
trolley for a chariot.

This version of A Christmas
Carol was in the same vein
with a cast of five. A cast of
five with four “Extras’, many
of whom had lines, and the
Morganstown stage seemed
more than adequately filled.

The adaptor, Patrick Barlow,
tried to mix Dickens’ horror
story with comedy, not a
mixture that always works.
The comedy depended
largely on the fact that “Tiny
Tim" was the tallest actor on
the stage and his attempts
to be “tiny” including

walking on his knees; and
a bed that was vertical.

The play was always at its
best when Dickens was
allowed to speak for himself
and this brought out some
excellent performances
particularly Tony Allan as
Scrooge and Phil Sage who
performed a long list of parts
including Tiny Tim. Jonathan
Wheeler, Melanie McLeod
and Kate Levy managed

to jump from character to
character with great success.

As usual the cast was
supported by the excellent
backstage crew. Set and
lighting by Dave Burgess
and sound by Tony Watson
and Martin Blackburn

allowed the director, Peter
Stickler, to move the many
scenes at a cracking pace.

We look forward to the Radyr
Drama Society’s production
of Alan Ayckbourn’s hilarious
comedy Round and Round
the Garden, which can

be seen in Morganstown
Village Hall between the
22nd and 24th of April.

The Little
Mermaid

In December the Community
Council brought a professional
production of Hans Christian
Anderson’s THE LITTLE
MERMAID to Morganstown
Village Hall. This was the
first time I'd seen The Little
Mermaid performed as a
Panto, although it seemed

a popular choice at many
venues throughout the UK.

Once again a small cast
worked their socks off to fill
the stage with colour and
life to the delight of the sell-
out audience of more than

a hundred. | am told that
they will return in December
2026 with Peter Pan.
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Radyr Drama Society
Spring Production

by Phil Sage, Director

Don't like gardening,
but love gardens?

Radyr Drama Society is
delighted to present Round
and Round the Garden by Alan
Ayckbourn — a sharp, funny
and bittersweet comedy of
tangled relationships, flirtations
and misread intentions,

played out over one summer
weekend where everyone
seems to want the “right”
thing... from the wrong person.

Set in the seemingly
peaceful surroundings

of a suburban garden,
Ayckbourn’s characters orbit
one another with wit, warmth
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and wonderfully awkward
misunderstandings.

At the centre is Norman:
charming, restless and
convinced he can make
everyone happy — though
the garden is about to get
a lot more complicated.

A perfect night out for
anyone who enjoys smart,
character-led comedy.

Join us at Morganstown
Village Hall, Cardiff, from
Wednesday 22 April to Friday
24 April. Curtain up at 7.30pm
each evening. Tickets are £12.

We look forward to
welcoming you.

't's not always
child's play...

At Harding Evans, it is our mission to
provide clear, honest and high-quality
legal advice in an environment that is
approachable, inclusive and welcoming.

Whether it is in your personal life, or
your professional life, you can trust our
experienced solicitors to be by your side -
through the good times and the bad. Your
lawyers, for life.

®© 029 2267 6818 @& hello@hevans.com
9 13 Merthyr Road, Whitchurch, CF14 1DA

& hardingevans.com

ke Harding Evans
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RADYR DRAMA SOCIETY
PRESENTS

Round And

Round The Gardenfﬂ

By Alan Ayckbourn = ==
22nd-24th'April 20268

Tickets £12 ¢ -h
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STANDARD TREATMENT

(MAX 1 HR FOR FIRST VISIT & TRAVEL INCL,
WITHIN 10 MILES)

TOE NAIL CUT & FILE 35.
CORN & CALLUS REMOVAL

CRACKED HEELS

MOISTURISE & MASSAGE

TREATMENTS

» Mail Cut & File

+ Corns & Callus

» Cracked Heels

+ Fungal Nail Treatment
* In-grow Toe Nails

+ Verrucca Treatment

SPECIALISED TREATMENTS

+ Diabetic Foot
VERRUTOP VERRUCA TREATMENT 12 EA.
CUSTOM MADE TOE SPACER 5 EA.
Contact Heather et T 20 EA.
07887 332 753

Mobile Foot Health (o yictiherapy24@gmail.com HEATHER 07887 332 753
Clinic in Cardiff www.feetfirsttherapy@co.uk FEETFIRSTTHERAPY24@GMAIL.COM
FEETFIRSTTHERAPY.CO.UK

CARPET & FLOORING

Specialists

\ A huge range of carpets, vinyl, laminate and
N decorative flooring

Come and see our showroom and compare the
choice value and quality

FREE Estimates

8 Insurance Claims

No obligation or
Pressure Sales

8/ 10 of our enquiries come from
recommendaton

Coen: MonEn . 30ame-1 por

. Z2pm-5pm +12. 300

Carpet Services (Cardiff) Lt

|1 2 Cardiff Road, Taffs Well, Cardiff

029 2081 0351

il our websile www.carpet-services.com
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Radyr Primary School

As a school we would like to
take this opportunity to thank
Councillor Rod McKerlich

for his many years of service,
both to our school as a
governor as well as his work
at Radyr Comprehensive.

Our governor meeting this
term was the last meeting

Rod will attend, as he moves
away from the area. He has
worked with the governing
body of the school as chair of
governors, chair of finance and
in various different roles for
over 20 years and his service,
support and challenge have
been invaluable to the school.

He has worked tirelessly to
support the many pupils
and their families who have
attended Radyr Primary
over the last 20 years.

It is testament to Rod's
persistence that he was
instrumental in enabling
Radyr Primary to both open
a nursery provision and
move to a two form entry
school in recent years
which has benefitted many
families in the community.

From everyone who has
benefitted from your support
across the years and as a
school and community we
thank you and wish you and
Sue all the best for your move.

The following reports have
been written by year 6 pupils
about what they have done

over the course of the last term.

Girls football
tournament
By Emily H

In January, 9 girls from Year 5
and 6 went to Ocean Park to
play in a 5 a side tournament.
It was a really enjoyable day
of football and after 6 hard
games we won 5 games and
drew one. As a result, we
qualified for the next round in
March. We are really looking
forward to challenging
ourselves again against
some of the best teams from
around Cardiff and the Vale.

Boys football

By Monty

In our school we are very lucky
to have a football club. There
is a boys and a girls football
club. Last month, we had a
tournament playing against
other teams in the Cardiff area.
We played 5 tough games and
came first out of our group.
We are now through to the
next round in which we will

be playing all the teams that
qualified in the first round. It
will be tough and challenging
because all the teams play

to a high standard. The next
round is in March, and if

we qualify, we go through

to a next round, which will

be three hours away from
Radyr. | think we will do very
well because we are a very
resilient school and this will
help both the girls and boys
teams when the going gets
tough. We are very grateful to
our teacher volunteers who
take their own time out of their
evening to coach us. Diolch.

Boys rugby tag
tournament
By Nate

In late January we played

a rugby tag tournament at
Cardiff Met sports facility. We
played 5 games against 5
tough teams. We have a range
of excellent players. Some are
experienced players, players
who hadn't played in years
and some players who were
entirely new to the game.

All players played well and
contributed. Our one team
won all 5 games and the other
won 4 games and drew 1. We
were all delighted with the
result but more importantly,
we all enjoyed the experience.

AT
Eisteddfod
By Monty

Each year in Radyr Primary
school ,we have an Eisteddfod
that is action packed and
always great fun. The
Eisteddfod is a historic Welsh
competition that has a tradition
of celebrating the arts in
Wales. Our Radyr Eisteddfod
offers opportunities to
compete in dancing, singing,
craft, home tasks, art, writing
31
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and in Year 6 we have an
opportunity to write a poem
and win the Chairing of the
Bard competition. We all love
the Eisteddfod because it's fun
and you get to compete in so
many different competitions.
It's also a great opportunity

to learn new skills and push
ourselves out of our comfort
zone.The winner of the bard
this year was Sophie Cottrell in
green house. It was a double
celebration for her as her
house, Ty Gwyrdd, narrowly
beat Ty Glas to win the overall
Eisteddfod by 1 point.

Poet Laureate,
Sion Owen
By Emily

In early January a poet called
Sion Owen (Poet Laureate

for children in Wales) came
into year 6 to teach us how
he writes poems. In year 6

we compete for the chair by
writing a Welsh themed poem
so he taught us some poem
skills that came in handy.

He was also very clever and
came up with lots of fun
things to do to help us write
our poems. Everyone enjoyed
the learning opportunity

and had a great time! Our
poems were all awesome. Mr
Thomas had a difficult time
judging them. As mentioned
earlier, Sophie was the winner
of the Bard competition.
Llongyfarchiadau Sophie!

Cycling
By Nate

In early March both year

6 classes completed their
cycling proficiency. We had
an amazing experience and
learnt lots of new skills to
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help improve our cycling
skills and keep us safe when
cycling on the road. We now
know how to indicate, brake
correctly and cycle safely on
the road. This was a great
life skill to learn, and we all
thoroughly enjoyed it!

The National
Museum
By Emily

In January, all the pupils from
year 6 went to the national
museum in Cardiff as we
wanted inspiration to create
3 new printed banners for
our Eisteddfod houses.

There was an art workshop
in the gallery which was very
interesting as the person
explained about each piece
of art. It was also a very good
learning experience as year
6 has been experimenting
with various art forms this
term. We learned a lot about
different types of art that
were popular that year and
some art that could help and
inspire us with our print ideas
for a Welsh themed banner!

Footloose
By Emily

As part of our transition,
children from Year 6 went

up to Radyr Comprehensive
school to watch Footloose
with other feeder schools from
around the area. The show
was awesome and lasted
about an hour and a half with
an interval. Everyone really
enjoyed it and had a great
time, the actors were brilliant
and it inspired a lot of the year
6 pupils to join drama when we
go to comprehensive school
or join in with the expressive
arts production of Lion King
this year. We can't wait.

Snowdrops

Our Eco Parliament went

out around Radyr this week,
planting snowdrops that

| am sure you will see on
Drysgol Road. The bulbs are
donated from the community
council and children love
planting them to brighten our
community and watch them
grow. Keep your eyes peeled
for first signs of growth.

Radyr Methodist

.
o d
| ' —

P A T & i
by Rev. Judith Holliman

One of the groups that meets
under the umbrella of Radyr
Methodist Church is “And
breathe...” This is a group of
adults who are interested

in talking about spirituality
and how they find their own
places of peace in nature.

We met recently to talk about
water. We were beautifully led
by Sarah who reminded us
that a holy well was reputed
to exist within Radyr Woods
at some point from the 10th
Century onwards. Sarah also
told us of St Cadog, head of
the Celtic church enclosure

at Llancarfan, Vale of
Glamorgan, in around 530 AD.

The story of St Cadog makes
reference, along with other
early writings, to the curative
spring near St John's Church,
Danescourt. This was known
as a Holy Well, called Pistill y
Goleu (‘bright water spout’).
In the last century, a spring
site was identified approx.
600m. north of the church.
It's now almost lost in the
undergrowth but there does
appear to be a place where
the Taff could be forded. It's
said this was also the site of the
cell where a hermit settled.

Chuc:_Water

This is the most favoured
explanation for the early
name of Radyr - Aradur -
Oratorium (Latin) or House of
Prayer (Source: ‘Twixt Chain
and Gorge’, published by
the New Horizons History
Group in 1991, full text
available on the Radyr &
Morganstown Community
website, radyr.org.uk).

We then had a very enjoyable
half hour or so tasting different
water including Cardiff tap
water, Buxton Spring Water
and Evian. It was interesting
how different water appealed
to different people.

We were fortunate that Rev
Judith’s husband Peter joined
us to talk about why the water
tasted differently and how
long it takes to filter through
the rocks on different sites.

We also discussed the problem
of collecting rainfall when
we are not sure what it has
passed through, for example
in Delhi that rain would be
extremely unhealthy, we also
talked about the speed in
which the water in London
passes through the whole
system and back into the
drinking water again.

It was good to share together,
we always find ourselves
learning something new

and truly enjoy sharing

our time together.
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PUCHSS Outdoor Living,

a Beautifully Done

e

Explore our stunning new collection of
outdoor furniture at

Pugh’s Garden Centre, Tynant Road, CF15 8LB

PUGH'S ~
Loyalty Club
Turn your shopping into rewards
with Pugh’s Loyalty Club App! Earn vouchers

back on your furniture purchase!.

SIGN UP
TODAY

AND START
SAVING
STRAIGHT
AWAY!

Your local optician:
Cathryn Mayers
Optometrist and contact lens practitioner
MNHS and Private Sight Tests

Free spectacles for children and
eligible NHS always available

Full contact lens service including
Myopia management

Low Vision Service
3D OCT Scans available

A great range of frames, including
designer names such as:

DAKLEY ‘( ._ %.g‘“
i AAAD WOLF

AQ M ITALY

14 Station Road, Radyr, CF15 BAA
Tel: 029 2084 2255
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Diary of a Conc

by Rhodri L.ewis

We get to the roof, and tumble
out of the lift. On one side of
the small studio the BBC News
Channelis on air. Everything
is calm, but on the other side
of the camera, with a few short
minutes to air, it is CHAOS!

People are running around,
plugging wires into
equipment. One member of the
tech team pins a microphone
to my lapel, then another rips

it off and gets a different one.

At one point, Sam the
cameraman, who like the
rest of us is sweating at this
point, hands me his phone
and says “tell them 301!".

“301 what?”, | say.
“JUST 301! he shouts.

Someone in Cardiff
answers the phone, | say
the magic words, they say
“thanks” and | hang up.

We get vision, then more
panic - “Cardiff say they can’t
hear us!” It's 2 minutes to
air, and we have nothing.

Then suddenly they
can, all our problems fall
away and we’re on air.

We look happy and composed,
but we are not. The beer |
demolished after coming off
air never tasted so good!

Before leaving for home the
following day, | zip across
Rome to see my Auntie
Pauline, who's lived here for
more than 60 years. | arrive at
her apartment, press the bell,
and I'm buzzed in. Pauline lives
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on the first floor. She's sitting
in an armchair, with “Doctor
Zhivago” on the telly. There
are hugs, there is joy, there is
huge delight that one of her
Welsh family has come to visit.

Pauline was born in Swansea
and lived there until she went
to Italy as a young woman. She
was injured in an accident,
taken to hospital, and ended
up marrying the man who
treated her, my late Uncle
Alberto. She settled in Rome,
raising their three daughters.

Vicky her daughter, comes

in clutching a bottle of
champagne. She stopsin the
doorway, her face falls, and she
looks at me closely; “You're not
one of those, um...” she leans in
and whispers, as if about to ask
something scandalous, “...non-
drinkers, are you, darling?”. |
say | like a drink, she beams
and the party continues.

Then the talking begins,
where | realise once again,
that while we Welsh are
excellent talkers, the Italians
definitely hold the gold
medal. News of husbands,

lave (part two)

wives, children whizzes
past at a blinding pace!

Eventually we talk about the
man who isn't there, Alberto.
He was an eminent surgeon,
and a Knight of the Holy See,
honoured by the Church
after serving as a personal
doctor to the Pontiff for many
years. She leans over and
her hand clutches my wrist,
“He saved Pope John Paul'’s
LIFE, you know!”, where |
think she’s referring to the

assassination attempt in 1981.

We drink toasts to Alberto,
to Italy, to Wales, to the new
Pope and to family, and then
it's time to go, back to the

hotel, to the airport and home.
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Bluestone CAplTAL
Constructi
e (Q Ear Wax Removal

MICROSUCTION &
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-Located in Pontcanna, Cardiff
-Reasonably Priced

-Over 200 5 star reviews 7
-Home Visits Also

®) 078 658 10055

RhodriLewis is BBC Wales
Political Correspondent and
part of the network of Radyr
Chain delivery volunteers.

He attended the Papal
Conclave in Rome last year
and wrote a two-part diary
for the Chain. Part one was
printed in our last edition

in December 2025,
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Full daycare, school wrap around and
holiday club for children aged 0-7 years

Come and see one of our Specialists for
World-Class Award-Winning Care with honest local values
3 Ynys Bridge Court, Gwaelod y Garth, CF15 9SS

Open: 7:30am to 6pm, Mon-Fri
Call: 02920 814 353 | www.laurels.wales
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Advertising
in the Chain

As the new Chain Gang are
getting to grips with how the
Chain is put together we wish
to clarify the options available
to advertise in the Chain.

We are currently working on
the basis of 3 editions per year
in November, March and July.

There are 4 sizes of advert
available for new advertisers:

- Size A: £25
- Size B: £50
- Size C: £60
- Size D: £90

We are no longer able to
accept larger adverts (e.g.half
page) and the advertising
team will confirm with current
advertisers all size and price
details to ensure consistency.

Advertisers are responsible
for producing their own
printready artwork for initial
publication. If updates are
required then revised print-
ready artwork must be
supplied by the copy deadline
for each subsequent issue.

Advertising is currently
invoiced on a per-issue
basis in arrears.
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Radyr Rangers FC calls for
volunteers to support our
growing community club

With Radyr Rangers
celebrating its 20th
anniversary, it would be easy
to simply look back and see
quite how far the club has
grown since fielding its first
local youngsters at the Mound
Field. However, the story

of the club in recent times
has been one of looking-
forwards, with ambitions

to continue to develop the
provision of local grass-roots
football for the community
of Radyr & Morganstown.

Highlights from the past
couple of years have included
welcoming girls’ teams to
the Radyr Rangers fold,
forging strong links with
Radyr Comprehensive and
the Football Association of
Wales (FAW) to help deliver
the marvellous 3G astroturf
facility at the school, and
our senior men going from
strength to strength. And
we are not resting on our
laurels now; with more teams,
more young players (nearly
500 players), and more
community involvement
than ever before, the Club
relies on the dedication of
local people willing to give
a little of their time for a

big community impact.

It is in this spirit that we

are calling for more local
volunteers to help support
the entirely volunteer-run
club in the next phase of its
development. Volunteering
with Radyr Rangers doesn’t

require expert football
knowledge or prior club
experience - just plenty
of enthusiasm, reliability,
and a desire to help keep
grassroots sport thriving
for our local community.

Roles we’d love
support with

Girls’ Section Lead

This will be a key role focused
on driving the development
of our growing girls’ section
and supporting the current
junior age group teams. It

is a fantastic opportunity for
someone passionate about
girls football, and will help
to shape the future of girls
football both within our club
and the local community.

The Mound Field Facilities &
Pitch Manager

The Club have the opportunity
to secure a preferential use
agreement for the pitch area

of the Mound field. We have
also been working with TfW,
Cardiff Council and other
parties to enhance facilities

at the Mound in the near
future. This includes exciting
improvements to the changing
rooms, fencing and storage.

It would be wonderful to

have someone to assist the
Committee by coordinating the
Club’sinput in this. Given the
intent to take the preferential
use agreement on the pitch,
we will also need support

in the procurement and
operating equipment such as a

lawnmowing tractor and other
grounds-keeping duties. So

if you’ve mastered your lawn
and are ready to take on the
bigger challenge of keeping
football pitches playable then
we'd love to hear from you!

Why volunteer?

Grassroots sport thrives
when communities get
involved. Volunteering
provides opportunities to:

« Support young people and
encourage healthy lifestyles

« Build community
connections and
make the local area a
great place to live

- Develop coaching or
organisational skills

- Make a positive difference
in local sport

Just an hour or two a week
can have a lasting impact.

How to get
involved

If you're interested in any of
the roles, or if you'd simply

like to find out more, the

Club would love to hear

from you. Volunteers make
Radyr Rangers FC what it is,
and your involvement could
help shape the future of
community football in our area.

If any of these roles spark
your interest, or if you'd

like to chat about what's
involved, please get in touch
at radyrrangerssecretary@
outlook.com
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Radyr &

Morganstown WI

Our WI meetings take place
on the second Monday of
the month at the Old Church
Rooms, Radyr at 7.30pm. We
have speakers on a variety
of subjects. We recently

had a talk from Fauve Birch
who was on the Sewing Bee
programme. She brought
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.22 LANDSCAPES
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We now supply & lay Artificial Lawns

Decking * Fencing * Pafios * Natural Stone
Gates * Turfing * Pressure Washing * Planting

= Al wark is fully insured
’
TSI FREE QUOTES & ADVICE
Eperisace
Call Ben on
07855 480541 or 029 2088 8829
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Last year we visited many
gardens including members
gardens for plant swaps. We

\K;A-:lw DAaNCE
LATIN & BALLROOM

DANCE
CLASSES

Fun and friendly dance

classes for children

BOOK YOUR FREE TRIAL CLASS

02920 191786
info@saturndance.com
www.saturndance.com

some of the clothes she made
during the programme and
attached is a photograph of
Fauve with one of the dresses
she made. It was a very good
talk and we all enjoyed it.

We have several sub-groups,
including two reading groups
as well as a thriving Gardening
Group which is growing in
members. We also have a Meet
up Monday at the Golf Club at
the end of each month which
give members a chance to
have a social get together with
refreshments and a chat. All
these groups meet monthly.

also have coach trips which are
further afield, lunches at local
venues, as well as community
events. In May, some of our
members are going to the
Malvern Spring Flower Show
as well as visits to gardens.

In May, we will be having
a stall at the Festival Fete
and the charity for this year
is City Hospice. We hope
to see some of you there.

We have very interesting
speakers coming to talk this
year, so why don’t you come
and join us, our contact details
are shown on the Radyr &
Morganstown Community
website and Facebook. You
will have a warm welcome.

! FIRST

LESSON
FREE!

THURSDAYS & SATURDAYS at
Mor
Heo

ganstown Village Hall,
Il Syr Lewis, CF15 8LE

+ Property Maintenance
« New Bullds Extentions
- Loft Conversions

- Bespoke Garden

- Rooms/Offices
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+ Garden Fencing
- Walls and Patios

- All aspects of building
work undertaken

Please Call For Free Quotation: 07735681226
Emall; rpbulldingcontractors@gmail.com
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Celebrating excellence

on our doorstep

When a local business
receives national recognition,
it's a moment the whole
community can celebrate.
That is certainly the case for
the team at the South Wales
Specialist Oral Surgery and
Dental Implant Centre, who
were recently named Best New
Practice at the prestigious UK
Private Dentistry Awards.

Since opening in 2023, this
Cardiff-based specialist centre
has built a reputation not

only across South Wales, but
increasingly on a national
level, as a growing Centre of
Excellence in oral healthcare.

A modern
clinic with old-
school values

Based at Ynysbridge Court,
the practice is guided by
three clear principles: Quality,
Honesty and Service.

These values are not just part
of the branding — they shape
every patient interaction.
The facilities are modern

and thoughtfully designed,
with advanced imaging
technology and purpose-
built surgical suites, yet the
atmosphere remains warm,
calm and reassuring.

Led by Specialist Oral Surgeon
and Clinical Director Mr Craig
Mallorie, the multidisciplinary
team includes oral surgeons,
an oral medicine specialist,

a maxillofacial surgeon and
an award-winning restorative
dental surgeon. Patients can
be referred by their dentist

or GP, or choose to attend
directly. Services range from
complex tooth extractions and
dental implant rehabilitation
to oral medicine, skin cancer
removal and cosmetic eyelid
enhancement procedures.

What patients
say: care that
changes lives

The strongest endorsement,
however, comes from
patients themselves.
Google and website reviews

speak consistently of
professionalism matched
with compassion. Nervous
patients describe being put
at ease from the moment
they walk in. Others recount
lengthy implant journeys
handled with patience,
clarity and genuine care.

One patient called their
experience “five-star from
start to finish,” praising both
the clinical expertise and the
kindness of the team. Another
described their implant
treatment as “life changing,”
restoring confidence as well
as function. Parents have
commented on the gentle
support offered to anxious
children, and many mention
thoughtful follow-up calls
that reinforce the feeling

of being truly cared for.

Rooted in
community,
known
nationally

While the recognition is
national, the heart of the
practice remains firmly
local. Families in Radyr and
neighbouring communities
now have access to
specialist care of the highest
standard, close to home.

As the Centre approaches its
second anniversary, it stands
as something we can all take
pride in — proof that World-
Class care, delivered with
integrity and humanity, thrives
right here in South Wales.
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Bryn Deri football teams

Oy

shine on the big stage

The football season at Bryn
Deri Primary School has been
nothing short of extraordinary,
with both the girls’ and boys’
teams achieving remarkable
success and making the
entire school community
incredibly proud. As always,
Bryn Deri celebrates every
child who takes part in
sport—win or lose—because
stepping onto the pitch,
showing courage, and giving
your best truly makes you

a champion in our eyes.

Girls’ Team
Crowned
Cardiff
Champions

Last term, our talented girls’
football team competed in a
highly competitive Cardiff-
wide schools’ tournament.
Showing exceptional

skill, determination, and
teamwork, they powered
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their way through the
competition—winning the
entire tournament without
conceding a single goal!

Their victory now means

they will shortly be receiving
their official Cardiff City
Football Club kits and will

go on to represent Cardiff

City in Swindon, competing

in a national tournament
against other regional winners
from across the UK. This is

an incredible achievement
and a testament not only

to their footballing ability

but also to their bravery,
sportsmanship, and resilience.

Boys’ Team
Triumph in a
NailBiting Final
In January, the Bryn Deri

boys’ team took to the

pitch in the Cardiff City

tournament and delivered
a performance that will be

remembered for years. After
a series of strong matches—
also without conceding a
single goal—they reached

a dramatic and tense final.

The championship match
came down to penalties,
keeping parents glued to

the online tracker and staff
watching with hearts in
mouths. Showing incredible
composure, the boys secured
the victory and were crowned
Cardiff champions.

Their success also means
they will represent Cardiff
City Football Club later in the
year in England, competing
against teams representing
professional football clubs
from across the country. A
tremendous honour for our
players and our school.

A True
Community
Effort

These impressive
achievements would not

have been possible without
the dedication of the pupils,
the support of families, and
the commitment of school
staff. Bryn Deri extends a
heartfelt thank you to the many
coaches who have helped
nurture these young athletes,
both in school and throughout
local football communities.

We are especially grateful
to coaches from:

- Radyr Rangers
- Gwaelod Rangers
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- Cardiff Met
- Rhydfelin
- Cardiff Schools Football

- ...and the many other
brilliant regional coaches
and volunteers

Your expertise,
encouragement, and passion
have played a vital role in
shaping these players.

The support from grassroots
clubs through to regional
development pathways
shows what a powerful
community effort this truly is.

Thank You to
Our Amazing
Parents

A very special thank you must
also go to our dedicated
parents, who have stood
loyally on the sidelines

in the ‘glorious’ Welsh
weather—often cold, wet,
windy, or all three at once!

We are proud of every child
who wears the Bryn Deri
badge, no matter the score.

Well done, Bryn Deri
footballers—you are an
inspiration to us all!

,-'3'» —
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Your cheers, encouragement,
and unwavering support mean
the world to the children and
to the school. You are very
much part of this success story.

Looking Ahead

As our girls prepare for

their national tournament

in Swindon, and our boys
look forward to representing
Cardiff City in England

later this year, we hope all
our young footballers feel
as proud of themselves as
the school feels of them.
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At Bryn Deri, success is not
only measured in trophies,
goals, or results—but in
effort, teamwork, resilience,
and the joy of playing.

MagiKats Liandaff North Cardiff

" out of school tuition for pre-school to GCSE, enabling students to achieve their full potential.

Learning Without Limits
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A view from the boundary

By Christopher Hitchings

Those with good memories
will remember that my last
Chain article was written on
the day of the club’s 2025
AGM, where | was about to
stand down as Chairman

after twenty two years in
office. An emotional hour or
so followed that evening as
the items on the Agenda were
ticked off one by one, until the
moment came for me to hand
over the responsibility of my
beloved RCC to my successor.
Strangely all | had to do at
that point was stand up, move
towards the members and join
the back benches. The new
Chairman then took my seat
and concluded proceedings
for another year. So who is

the new man: well his name

is Jonathan Wilson, a former
First Xl skipper, who has Radyr
Cricket Club running through
his veins and apart from a few
years away at University has
always lived in the village. |
wish him well and no doubt
he will do things his own

way and take the club to the
next level: he has already put
his stamp on proceedings
and long may that continue.
Ironically my predecessor

all those years ago was his
father John, another stalwart
of Radyr and the club.

One of Jon’s first acts, which |
was delighted to accept, was
to ask me to continue writing
these articles once every four
months and ensure continuity:
so here is the first effort of a
new regime. | must confess |
don’t think there will be much
change to my ramblings,
which will please most of
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my readers though probably
horrify those who think they
are rubbish and had been
delighted at my anticipated
disappearance. | can see my
critics, waiting to pounce on
me the next time our paths
cross, so a low profile it is for
me over the next few months.

In November, along with
twelve other members, |
attended the League Dinner
where the Fourth XI enjoyed
the evening as runners up of
Division 9. It was great to see
Steve Sanders, the skipper,
receiving the trophy from the
distinguished guest speaker,
Chris Broad, who even though
he was a Test opener of some
repute, is only really known

to the younger generation,

as the father of Stuart, one of
Test Cricket's all time great
fast bowlers. As usual Radyr
was one of the clubs with the
highest numbers of attendees
and it was disappointing that
fewer than half of the League’s
clubs were represented. It
must be soul destroying trying
to organise such an event and
getting very little support.

With Christmas having flown
by the new year brought the
first social of the year. Often
badgered as the start of

the season the club had its
annual Golf Club Luncheon,
where some sixty members
enjoyed a splendid meal,
some wonderful conviviality
and a magnificent quiz
organised and compered by
Martin Lamb. Resplendent

in a bright blue sequinned
jacket he looked every bit like
a modern day Bruce Forsyth.
Clearly Martin had put a huge

amount of effort into making
his part of the proceedings

a success and | know that
everybody who took part
enjoyed it enormously. The
only downside was for yours
truly, when the Hitchings

team after getting almost a

full house in round one and
strutting around like peacocks
on heat, saw the second
virtually screaming ‘nil point’
in my face. This family team
included a Chartered Surveyor,
an Oxford Graduate, a Lawyer,
a Pensions Expert and two
Engineers and didn’t really live
up to the billing and the initial
promise. | think next year that
my motivational speech should

One of the highest accolades
that the club can award a
member is to make them

a Life Vice President This
honour is restricted by the
Constitution of the club to

ten individuals and they must
have gone beyond the norm
on behalf of RCC. At the Golf
Club Luncheon two new

LVPs were announced. The
first one was my dear friend
Peter Scott: a member for a
very long time, someone who
had captained a number of
the sides, filled various offices
including Safe Guarding and is
today the First Xl scorer. A man
who has the most distinctive
style of batting I've ever

seen (something to do with

a hoover | believe) but who
fully deserves this accolade.

| know he was thrilled to bits
with this acknowledgment

of his time and efforts at the
club: an inspired choice by the
President and the members

of the Management Board.

The second one was me and
I must confess | was choked
and flattered to be invited.
To have been Chairman

was a great honour but to
be a LVP of my village club
is something really special.

| will forever be eternally
grateful for this award.

Finally a bit of a sad ending.
As two people become LVPs
we have to say goodbye to
two others, with the passing
of Mick Sullivan (below, left)
and Tony Butlin (below, right).
Both contributed so much

to the club, in their different
ways, that their names will

be forever synonymous with
RCC. Both came from over the
border, with Mick originating
from the East Midlands and
Tony from Yorkshire but both
made Cardiff their home. They
had a great love of all types of
sport, especially cricket and

Are you planning a holiday in Tenby?
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would be seen most Saturday
afternoons supporting the
club. It was deeply moving

to see the numbers of
members who attended their
respective funerals. The two
photographs show Mick

on his mobility scooter and
Tony, how he always liked to
be, in his Radyr training kit.

So the runin to the season
has begun and by the time

of my next article it will be
almost half way through. If
you fancy a try at the great
game of cricket, whoever

you are don't hesitate to pop
down the club. Along Station
Road, underneath the railway
and onto the end of the drive.
There you will find a place

of endless possibilities, new
friends and great fun. You can
also contact the club via the
website on www.radyrcc.co.uk
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Our two bedroom flat overlooking North Beach by
is available for weekend breaks and holidays. i
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The flat comprises a lounge with beautiful ]
views of Tenby Harbour, two bedrooms, Wi

© 33croftcourt@gmail.com

The flat is located on the third floor, with lift
access for convenience, and parking is

If you'd like more information or wish to book
your stay, we'd love to hear from you.

bathroom and kitchen/diner.
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Signs of Spring Wordsearch

Find the signs that Spring is coming hidden in the grid below - these might be
changes that happen to the days, animals, insects or plants that we start to see
again, or signs that nature is bursting back to life.
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