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In the last Chain Number 273 
we read that quite a few of 
the amazing group of people, 
including printers, designers, 
and many other volunteers 
from all over Radyr and Mor-
ganstown who have edited, 
produced and delivered the 
Chain for many years were 
retiring. The work that goes 
into the production of the 
Chain is considerable and a 
huge vote of thanks is due to 
lots of people and in particular 
Jeff and Hildy Davison, Lin-
da Turner, Chris Wills, David 
Cargill and Allan Cook.

There is also a great team of 
Distributors who in turn liaise 
with the Delivery Volunteers 
who walk the length and 
breadth of Radyr and Morgan-
stown to ensure every house 
gets a copy of the Chain.

If you are able to keep an eye 
on the Radyr.org.uk website 
you will have read about 
the transition to try and en-
sure a future for the Chain.

A meeting was held in early 
September to see if anyone 
else in the community might 
be able to take on the tasks 
required to ensure that the 
printed Chain continues.

A few people volunteered to 
form a new Editorial Board 
and others kindly offered 
finance, governance and 
organisational support. 
The new team thought it 
would be good to introduce 
themselves so here goes:

Alex – Hi, I’m Alex and I live 
in Morganstown with my 
husband Ed, our dog and 
two cats - one of whom is 
the famous Lily who some of 
you may know and cross the 
road to greet as you pass by.

I work in the energy and re-
newables industry as an an-
alyst I also have a part time 
floristry business that I run from 
home, and I really enjoy this 
creative outlet to balance out 
my more technical day job.

Why do I think The Chain is 
important? Since we moved 
to the area in early 2022 we’ve 
enjoyed getting The Chain, 
and especially in a physical 
hard copy – as someone who 
spends far too many hours in 
front of a computer, sometimes 
it’s really nice to read some-
thing that isn’t on a screen and 
to get useful information on 
what’s going on in our local 
area. I hope to bring some new 
ideas to build on the success 
of the Chain that others have 
developed, and I’m so glad 
we’ve had the opportunity 
to keep The Chain going – 
hopefully for years to come!

Angharad – Hello I’m Angha-
rad and I live in the trees with 
my husband Ian. We have lived 
here for 3 months moving all 
the way from Morganstown 
and I am currently enjoying 
decorating our new house.

I’m a civil servant and also 
Chair of Governors at Bryn 
Deri Primary School.

Why do I think the Chain is 
important? I think the Chain is 
a great way to connect people 
of all ages across Radyr and 
Morganstown. As a Welsh 
speaker I am keen to see items 
in Welsh and English and 
have ideas about links with 
existing groups and am keen 
to reach out to as many new 
contributors as possible.

Ed – Hello, I’m Ed and I live 
in the Radyr Gardens estate 
in Morganstown with my 
wife Alex, our dog Lando 
and two cats, Zoe and Lily. 

I work for a print-on-demand 
company that specialises in 
fine art printing across the 
UK, EU and US. I’m very fortu-
nate to be able to work from 
home, but I’m then very keen 
to get outside as often as I 
can, and our local area has 
so much to offer for that.

When we first moved to the 
area at the beginning of 2022, 
the Chain was a very welcome 
surprise. It is a great way to 
know what is going on local-
ly, as this is a very active and 
welcoming community with a 
lot happening for its residents. 
I’m proud to be able to help 
to continue its production 
and look forward to seeing 
it continue to be a valuable 
resource for many years.

Ian – Hello I’m Ian and I live in 
the trees, with my wife Ang-
harad. Whilst we have lived 
in this house for only a cou-
ple of months, we have only 
moved a short way from 8 
years in Morganstown. I work 
as an ICT Systems Manager 
supporting committees of the 
Welsh Parliament and I am 
also involved with the Radyr 
and Morganstown Associa-
tion (RMA), the Garth Minis-
try Area and Diabetes UK.

Why do I think the Chain is 
important? From my various 
volunteer roles with different 
groups and activities across 
Radyr and Morganstown, I 
know how so many people 
value the printed copy deliv-

ered by the group of volun-
teer distributors. I am really 
interested in making links with 
online communications that 
already exist like the com-
munity website run by the 
RMA www.radyr.org.uk and 
their social media accounts 

Ruth – Hello I’m Ruth and I 
live in Radyr with my husband 
Terry and our two cats. We 
have lived here for nearly nine 
years. I have recently retired 
from the charity sector and 
am really keen to support 
local community activities.

Why do I think the Chain is 
important? Having a printed 
magazine / newsletter with a 
mix of articles and adverts and 
shared information is a great 
way to stay connected. I hope 
that The Chain will continue 
to develop links and be inclu-
sive across age groups and 
all parts of our community.

Support for the 
Editoral Board
Supporting the Editorial Board 
are our Finance/Adverts Team 
and our Distribution/Delivery 
Team. A quick word from the 
Team Leaders of each of these:

Peter - I have lived in Radyr 
for 40 years. I am a recently 
fully retired Chartered Ac-
countant and have been 
involved with many charitable 
and voluntary organisations 
throughout my entire work-

ing life in treasurer, oversight 
and governance roles.

The Radyr Chain has always 
played an important part of 
community life in Radyr and 
Morganstown. It helps organ-
isations promote themselves 
and encourages residents to 
participate and attend commu-
nity events. Most importantly at 
this time it informs new resi-
dents and continues to give 
adults who may be alone the 
chance to link with others.

I am pleased to be able to 
provide ongoing financial 
and governance oversight 
as the organisation brings 
new volunteers on board 
and continues to thrive.

Sue - I have lived in Radyr for 
many years, am involved in 
various charity groups and 
organisations and really enjoy 
being an active member of our 
community. I am grateful to 
the previous volunteer organ-
isers who have done such 
amazing work for so long and 
I hope to support the distribu-
tion and delivery volunteers 
to make sure everyone gets 
their copy of The Radyr Chain.

I’ve always felt passionate for 
the Radyr Chain having been a 
deliverer for over 40 years. We 
have a wonderful new team 
and I’m pleased to be part of it 
co-ordinating our distribution.

Continued overleaf...

From the Editors
Croeso / Welcome to the first edition of 
the Chain “under new management”
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Paper
The Chain is produced on 
130gsm silk finish paper 
which is Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) certified stock 
and is fully recyclable once 
you have finished reading 
it...or pass it on if you find 
someone who would like it.

Access
We aim to make the Chain 
accessible to all. This starts 
with following the RNIB Clear 
Print guidance. For us this 
includes a minimum 12pt font 
size for all editorial content, 
leading of at least 2pt giving 
more white space on the page 
and Accessible fonts, we’ve 
chosen Plantin and Aileron 
which are both released un-
der an Open Source licence. 
The Chain will also be availa-
ble as a digital edition on the 
website at the same time as 
the Print edition comes out to 
allow those with access needs 
to view it on their accessible 
devices from https://radyr.
org.uk/chain without delay.

If you require a particular for-
mat or are struggling to read 
the new-look Chain as we are 
publishing it then please get in 
touch to discuss your needs.

Disclaimer
Whilst the Editorial Board are 
currently developing new 
Editorial Guidelines which 
we intend to publish in due 
course, we hope that all infor-
mation provided is accurate 
and appropriately attributed. 

Whilst we welcome all submis-
sions, the Editorial Board with-
holds the right to select the 
most suitable content for each 
edition and to edit for accuracy 
and length where required. 

Whilst seeking authoritative 
sources for all content, the 
Board cannot be held liable 
for any errors or omissions. 

If you spot any errors or omis-
sions, please do email Chain@
radyr.org.uk so that we can 
look to improve our sourc-
es for future editions and/
or look to provide updates 
to our online or future print 
editions where appropriate.

Continued from page 3

Kathryn - I lived in Radyr as a 
girl and returned to raise my 
own family here after more 
than a decade living in Lon-
don, as I think it’s a fabulous 
place to live, with a special 
village feel. I remember the 
excitement of seeing school 
activities being reported in 
the Chain as a little girl, and 
believe it still offers a unique 
way of telling the stories of 
life in Radyr & Morganstown.

I’ll be helping with the in-
voicing of the advertisers.

Feedback 
welcome
We hope you enjoy read-
ing this edition, in full col-
our and available online at 
https://radyr.org.uk/chain

Our aim was to keep some 
things the same and introduce 
some new material. We are 
really pleased to have items 
written by and aimed at young-
er people as well as useful 
information and updates for 
the whole community. We are 
grateful to all our advertisers, 
most of whom were keen to 
support the ongoing Chain.

Any feedback about this 
edition would be welcome – 
please email  
chain@radyr.org.uk

Some key information

Cyfarchion y tymor i bawb a 
dymuniadau gorau ar gyfer 
y Flwyddyn newydd. 

Wishing everyone a good festive 
season and a happy, healthy 
and peaceful New Year.
From the Chain Editoral Board

PLUMBING
& HEATING

• All aspects of Plumbing & Heating
• New Installations
• Bathrooms / wetrooms
• Upgrades Combi Boilers

• Central Heating
• All areas covered
• FREE estimates

M: 07717 441 881
mjplumbheating.com

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A one-stop shop for information about R&M events, organisations, businesses and services2

GRC
Plumbing & Heating 

Gas Safe Registered

Graham Clements 
Radyr CARDIFF

029 2115 2125    07429 168 692
info@grcplumbing.com

➣ LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES

➣ REPLACEMENT BOILERS

➣ BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

➣ FULL TILING SERVICE

➣ FULL CENTRAL HEATING
➣ INSTALLATION

➣ BOILER SERVICING

➣ WARM AIR REPAIRS & SERVICING

➣ ALL PLUMBING WORK

➣ NO CALL OUT CHARGE

➣ FREE ESTIMATES

ActionPhysio
Physiotherapy Clinic

Radyr Medical Centre, Radyr

Claire Beeson MCSP AACP
Chartered Physiotherapist

Approved by all insurers including:
BUPA - AXA/PPP - AVIVA

Acupuncture available & Home Visits
Appointments: contact 07809 766002

www.actionphysio.co.uk

Gas Engineers, Heating Plumbers, Chimney Sweeps

• Gas Central Heating Servicing &
• Breakdowns Specialist

• All Plumbing Repairs & Maintenance

• Gas Certificates

• Heating/Boiler Upgrades

• Radyr Based Business

Tel: Chris: 07973863660
Email: warmfront3@gmail.com
Website: warmfrontplumbers.co.uk

109026

E-REPAIRS

• General Alterations & Repairs
• Trousers, Coats, Jackets
• Skirts, Dresses & Weddings
• Curtains, Sports Clothing
• Zips Replaced

Dan y Bryn Avenue, Radyr drop off -
by a qualified seamstress

Email: evahughes84@hotmail.com 
Mobile: Text or call Eva on 07912 369 440

Professional Dog Grooming

‘...because you love your dog’

For GGrroooommiinngg EExxppeerriieennccee  
and EExxppeerrttiissee,, call MMaannddyy

on 0077887700  666699116699..  
A completely PPeerrssoonnaall

and FFrriieennddllyy service  
right in the heart of RRaaddyyrr..  

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A source of news about people and events in the locality6

www.bluestoneconstructionuk.com
info@bluestoneconstructionuk.com

M: 07515 914 907

The complete
building experience

… Maintenance

… Extensions

… Loft Conversions

… New Builds

… Refurbishments

… Landscaping

… Roofing

CARPET AND 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Free Demonstration on Request

“For a Healthier cleaner, home”

Telephone: (029) 2084 4120

Mobile: 07791 502943

uPVC Problems?

Call Simon on 07932 350161
0800 999 6544 / 02920 460417

www.upvcproblems.co.uk

CONDENSATION BETWEEN PANES
PATIO DOORS REPAIRED • LOCKING DEVICES FITTED

HINGE REPAIRS OR UPGRADES
DISCOLOURED PANELS • STAINED GLASS

LETTERBOXES • CAT FLAPS & WINDOW SILLS
WINDOW/DOOR FITTING SERVICE

FACIA & GUTTERING FITTING SERVICE

WORK GUARANTEED • FOR A FREE QUOTE

Talk to your local mortgage
experts and get access to 
hundreds of mortgages

under one roof.

07917226714

emma@higginsonmortgageservices.co.uk

www.higginsonmortgageservices.co.uk

Find us in Radyr, Cardiff

A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED
AGAINST YOUR HOME. YOUR HOME MAY
BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 

REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY 
OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT.

Looking for a 
new mortgage?

https://radyr.org.uk/chain
https://radyr.org.uk/chain
mailto:Chain%40radyr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:Chain%40radyr.org.uk?subject=
https://radyr.org.uk/chain 
mailto:chain%40radyr.org.uk?subject=
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Upcoming 
events
This diary is populated with 
events found on the communi-
ty website at:  
https://radyr.org.uk/events

If you would like your event 
to feature in a future edi-
tion of the Chain please 
ensure it is listed before 
the publication deadline.

Saturday 16 November, 10:00

Eco Fair at Radyr Methodist 
Church

Radyr Methodist Church invite 
you to join us for our Charities 
and Eco Fair, 10am-1pm.

Buy your Christmas gifts, 
bring empty bottles to be 
filled with Eco laundry liquid 
/ washing up liquid etc; enjoy 
refreshments and bring the 
children to enjoy the puppets.

https://radyr.org.uk/methodist

Tuesday 19 November

Reception Open Evening at 
Ysgol Gwaelod y Garth

An informal opportunity to see 
the school, ask questions and 
meet staff and other families.

No need to arrange in advance

https://gwaelodygarth.co.uk

Wednesday 27 November

Open Day at Radyr Primary 
School

For new Nursery and 
Reception Parents.

Full details on page 20

Wednesday 27 to Fri-
day 29 November

Radyr Drama Society 
presents “A Bunch of 
Amateurs”

See full details on Page 33

Saturday 30 November

Cardiff Foodbank Collection

See full details on page 42

Saturday 30 November, 10:30

Councillor Helen’s surgery @ 
Cicchetti’s

If you would like to come and 
talk to our Councillor, just 
come along to Cicchetti’s 
and have a chat with her.

Please let her know if you 
want to discuss some-
thing confidentially.

Saturday 30 November, 10:30

Bryn Deri Family Reindeer 
Fun Run

See full details on Page 25

Saturday 30 November, 11:00

Get Ready for Christmas

The annual fair returns to Christ 
Church and the New School-
rooms in Radyr from 11am 
– 2pm, with the usual variety 
of entertainment and stalls. 
Something for all the family.

https://GarthMA.wales/
ChristChurch120

Saturday 30 November, 19:30

19:30 Beetle Drive for 
Alzheimer’s Society

A Beetle Drive is a fun game for 
all the family, involving good 
old-fashioned pencil, paper, 
dice, teams and a little bit of 
artistic flair! Fundraising event 
for Radyr and Morganstown 

Alzheimer’s Group. Tickets cost 
£12 including a light supper. 
Available from Gaynor - please 
call 029 2084 3069. Cash bar 
and raffle. Old Church Rooms.

Sunday 1 December, 18:30

Advent Service at Christ 
Church, Radyr

A service of Darkness to Light 
led by Rev’d Mary Evans 
to celebrate the start of the 
Advent season and prepar-
ing for Christmas to come.

https://GarthMA.wales/Advent

Thursday 5 December, 10:30

Probus Club of Cardiff West

SONGS OF THE ISLANDS. 
An illustrated talk by speak-
er Taylor Swift (subject to 
confirmation) at the Radyr 
Golf Club. Member’s wives & 
partners invited too. For info 
please phone Geoff Foot on 
07780 990 847. Coffee & tea 
at the start, plus lunch after-
wards are all available. If you 
think you might like to join 
our Probus men’s club, you’re 
welcome to come along too.

https://radyr.org.uk/directory/pro-
bus-club-of-cardiff-west/

Friday 06 December, 14:00

Christmas Singalong with 
Goldies

Join the team from Goldies 
at the New School Rooms 
on Friday 6 December from 
2pm until 3pm for an hour 
of sing along to Christmas 
hits from the 70s to the 
present day. Enjoy the sing-
ing, a cuppa and a chat.

Christmas jumpers etc.  
encouraged.

Friday 06 December, 18:30 

Christmas Lights across 

Radyr & Morganstown

Join the seasonal celebrations 
with carols in Windsor Gardens 
from 18.30 and lights turned 
on at 19.00 in Station Road.

https://radyr.org.uk/christmas

Saturday 7 December, 17:00 

Quizmass

Quiz with food.

Join the Quiz-mass fun before 
Christmas with Radyr Meth-
odist Church. Get in touch 
with Rev. Judith to book your 
place in advance to ensure 
we have enough food.

https://radyr.org.uk/methodist

Friday 13 December, 17:30

Santa’s tour of Radyr & 
Morganstown

Santa will be visiting Radyr 
and Morganstown in his sleigh 
once again. This year he will 
start on Ravensbrook in Mor-
ganstown heading around 
Radyr Gardens before going 
to Castle View, Lougher Gar-
dens, the Trees, the Sidings 
and finally Parc Radur.

Full details, including approx-
imate timings, will be pub-
lished on the Christmas post 
as soon as they are available.

https://radyr.org.uk/Christmas

Sunday 15 December, 16:00 

Empty Chair Service

Radyr Methodist Church 
invites anyone bereaved 
who wants a quiet space to 
think about a loved one to 
come along and light a can-
dle and remember them.

Open to all who will have 
an empty chair in their 
home this Christmas.

https://radyr.org.uk/methodist

Sunday 22 December, 10:30 

Christingle - Radyr Methodist 
Church

Join Radyr Methodist 
Church for this pre-Christ-
mas act of worship. Its 
fun for all the family.

https://radyr.org.uk/methodist

Sunday 22 December, 18:30

Service of Lessons and Car-
ols at Christ Church, Radyr

Join us for a traditional ser-
vice of Lessons and Carols

https://GarthMA.wales/Christmas

Sunday 22 December, 19:30

 One Voice Gospel Choir 
Christmas Concert

Join the One Voice Gos-
pel Choir for their Christ-
mas Concert at Radyr 
Methodist Church.

https://radyr.org.uk/methodist/
groups/one-voice-gospel-choir/

Tuesday 24 December, 23:00

First Eucharist of Christmas

Celebrate the first Eucha-
rist of Christmas at 
Christ Church, Radyr

https://GarthMA.wales/Christmas

Wednesday 25 De-
cember, 10:30 

Christmas Morning Worship 
(Radyr Methodist Church)

Come and join in the cele-
bration of Christ’s Birth at 
Radyr Methodist Church.

https://radyr.org.uk/methodist

Future Dates

2025

The Chain Gang have been 
made aware of the following 
dates of interest in 2025.

28 February 2025

Tree Planting at Fisher Hill 
Way Playground followed 
by Morganstown Park or-
ganised by Coed Caerdydd

30 April to 1 May 2025

Radyr Drama Society 
Spring Production at Mor-
ganstown Village Hall

3 May to 18 May 2025

Radyr & Morganstown  
Festival 2025

A fortnight packed 
with events for the 
whole community. 

Further details on page 37

Wednesday 25 De-
cember, 11:00

Family Eucharist for 
Christmas morning at Christ 
Church, Radyr

Celebrate Christ’s birth at 
Christ Church in Radyr

https://GarthMA.wales/Christmas

https://radyr.org.uk/events
mailto:/methodist?subject=
https://gwaelodygarth.co.uk
https://GarthMA.wales/ChristChurch120
https://GarthMA.wales/ChristChurch120
mailto:/Advent?subject=
https://radyr.org.uk/directory/probus-club-of-cardiff-west/
https://radyr.org.uk/directory/probus-club-of-cardiff-west/
https://radyr.org.uk/christmas
https://radyr.org.uk/methodist
https://radyr.org.uk/Christmas
https://radyr.org.uk/methodist
https://radyr.org.uk/methodist
https://GarthMA.wales/Christmas
https://radyr.org.uk/methodist/groups/one-voice-gospel-choir/
https://radyr.org.uk/methodist/groups/one-voice-gospel-choir/
https://GarthMA.wales/Christmas
https://radyr.org.uk/methodist
https://GarthMA.wales/Christmas
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www.morganstown.org.uk is…An on-line diary for R&M organisations18
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Bridges Veterinary Surgery

Professional care for your best friend

✓ In house laboratory

✓ Separate dog and cat hospitalisation kennels

✓ Appointments six days a week

✓ Independent family run business

✓ See the vet that you choose

✓ 24 hour emergency cover

Telephone: 02920 842440

Pugh’s Garden Village, Morganstown, Cardiff CF15 8LB

www.bridgesvets.co.uk www.facebook.com/bridgesvets

✓ Free puppy and kitten checks

✓ Free weight checks

✓ Dental, Digital X-Ray and Ultrasound
✓ equipment

!
• Qualified, experienced staff

• Heated kennels with sheltered outdoor runs

• Grass paddock for regular outdoor play

• Collection and delivery service

• Special diets catered for

• Medicines administered

• Highest standards of care and attention… and

fun!
!

T: 01443 841075 M: 07974 269609

E: enquiries@petshotel.co.uk

W: www.petshotel.co.uk

Follow us on

Gedrys Farm, Main Road,
Gwaelod-y-Garth, Cardiff CF15 9JL

We are passionate about giving

great service to our guests

Divorce | Financial Arrangements 
Children Disputes | Prenuptial Agreements
Cohabitation Agreements | Separation

Our tight knit, compassionate team provides a highly personal, 

208 Creative Quarter 
Morgan Arcade

CF10 1AF

E: enquiries@ajonesfamilylaw.com
T: 02920 023 222

By Megan O’Neill

The First World War: forgot-
ten black heroes of Britain

The soldiers of the First World 
War are undeniably venerated 
across the globe and, natural-
ly, given every ounce of the 
respect they deserve here in 
Radyr. However, in recognition 
of Black History Month having 
passed in October, paired with 
our community’s honouring of 
Remembrance Day this month, 
it’s vital to draw attention to 
the truly diverse nature of the 
soldiers who fought in WW1 
amidst the colonialism of the 
time. These are the profiles of 
just a select few black WW1 
soldiers of Britain who con-
tributed so vitally to the war’s 
victory, as part of an effort to 
widen our perspectives on 
British history and ensure that 
no minority group is excluded 
from the stories we tell at this 
special time of remembrance. 

Private Eustace 
Rhone

 Eustace Rhone was born in 
Jamaica, later living in Tiger 
Bay, Cardiff. Tiger Bay drew 
residents from a range of coun-
tries due to work available on 
the docks, and thus remains 
to this day a bustling, multicul-
tural community: one of the 
best examples of our country’s 
wonderful diversity. During the 
prejudiced time at which he 
volunteered to fight, however, 
the then - British empire had a 
problem; if they allowed black 
citizens to enlist, would they 
demand equality upon their 
return, dismantling the white 
supremacy of the era? The 
War Office created the Welch 
Battalion in 1915, which did 
allow black citizens to enter, 
but previously the Glamor-
gan recruiting headquarters 
in Cardiff denied them entry 
for a whole year of the war. 
Rhone’s enlistment was thus 
a brave decision in a heavily 
racist period, and although 
officially black citizens were 
granted entry into the army 
from 1914, they were not 
accepted in aviation until later, 
highlighting the hostile atmos-
phere in Britain at the time.

 Eustace Rhone became a Pri-
vate in the 2nd battalion of the 
Welch regiment, volunteering 
in 1915, and was subsequent-
ly deployed to France, where 
he fought and came to be 
injured from chemicals which 
blew back on his cohort in 
the wind. Eustace died on the 
27th of September of that year, 
two days after his injury from 
a later gas attack, and was 
posthumously awarded the 

1914/1915 Star, the British War 
Medal, and the Victory Medal.

This hero of WW1 was award-
ed after he died, but in modern 
times this does not always 
guarantee that the memo-
ry of black servicemen lives 
on. There is still a prevalent 
narrative which excludes 
the non – white soldiers of 
the first world war, which I 
encountered via the scarcity 
of sources available on the 
subject whilst researching 
this article, resulting in the 
brevity of a profile on such a 
key individual of WW1. 

Private Joseph 
Edwards
(No photo available)

 Joseph Edwards was born in 
Barbados, 1894, and before 
the first world war he worked 
as a seaman in Barry docks. 
Barry at the time had a truly 
diverse population , with its 
fast – growing trade from the 
beginning of the 20th century 
encouraging settlement from 
a vast range of countries – the 
1901 census recorded resi-
dents from Tobago, Barbados, 
Jamaica, Greece, Africa and 
more. The area was a multicul-
tural hub, much like Cardiff, 
due to its multitude of econom-
ic opportunities. However, this 
period was still plagued with 
much discrimination, appear-
ing in the form of the later 1919 
race riots, including attacks 
on black citizen’s property. 
Enlisting to defend a country 

WWI - Forgotten Black 
heroes of Britain



Radyr Chain 274 - November 2024 Radyr Chain 274 - November 2024

10 11

(then a colonial Empire) which 
at this time was rife with bla-
tant racism was, therefore, a 
particularly brave act for a man 
originating from Barbados.

Joseph enlisted in the Welsh 
Regiment on the 11th of 
March 1915 , serving in both 
the 12th and the 8th battal-
ions, and later fighting in the 
Northumberland Fusiliers in 
the Second Garrison Battalion 
in the 1916 Battle of Gallipoli. 
This is often described as one 
of the first world war’s fiercest 
battles and the first major am-
phibious operation in modern 
warfare , truly displaying the 
gravity of Joseph’s service 
there. Joseph survived the 
war after contributing to the 
victory in Mesopotamia (now 
Iraq), and upon honourable 
discharge in 1919, he received 
the Silver War Badge, along-
side his others including the 
1914/15 Star, the British War 
medal and the Victory medal, 
much like Private Rhone. 

Joseph Edwards is another 
clear example of a demo-
graphic whose role in the first 
world war is often forgotten 
in the historical narrative, 
and the fact that no photo-
graph could be identified 
when composing this profile 
emphasizes this feeling. The 
sheer volume of medals that 
he received demonstrates the 
incredible bravery of so many 
black ww1 soldiers which 
we should be focusing on 
more in 2024 and beyond.

Sergeant 
William 
‘Robbie’ Clarke
As Britain’s first black pilot, 

Robbie Clarke is a prime exam-
ple of Britain’s rich historical 
diversity. Born in Kingston, 
Jamaica, he joined the Royal 
Flying Corps on the 26th of 
July 1915, and at the time 
there was a common feeling 
amongst Black Caribbean 
volunteers that they may gain 
increased respect and accept-
ance in a colonial, prejudiced 
nation if they proved them-
selves to ‘King and country’. 

After working as an air me-
chanic and being posted to 
France as a driver for an air 
balloon company, he was 
selected for aviation training 
in England in 1916 and quali-
fied on the 26th of April, 1917. 
Robbie was subsequently 
promoted to sergeant the 
same year,  joining the No.4 
squadron in Belgium with the 
task of artillery observation and 
reconnaissance. This was to 
escalate when, flying over the 
Western Front shortly before 
the Battle of Messines, he and 
observer 2nd Lieutenant FP 
Blencowe were attacked by 
enemy aircraft on their pho-
tography mission: Robbie 
took a bullet to the spine, still 
miraculously being able to 
manoeuvre his plane to the 
ground before being hospital-

ized, and stoically returning to 
duty in November 1917 where 
he served in the RFC Reserve 
Depot and a mechanic in the 
No.254 Squadron in Devon. 

   After the war, the Sergeant 
returned to Jamaica and the 
building trade, later achieving 
even more prestige as Life 
President of the Jamaican 
branch of the RAF association. 
William Clarke passed away 
in April of 1981, and is buried 
in the Military Cemetery at Up 
Park Camp, Kingston. His story 
may be better documented 
online than many other black 
soldiers of the great war, but 
it is still a testament to how 
overlooked ethnic minorities 
of ww1 remain in the 21st 
century in the fact that his 
extraordinary story was only 
uncovered by chance dur-
ing a volunteer project. Such 
a ground-breaking first for 
the military and for Britain in 
our first black pilot should 
surely have been taught for 
years now in our schools.

 It is our duty as members of 
a modern, more enlightened 
age to recognise our coun-
try’s deeply flawed history, 
and to include black stories 
and voices in our narrative 
of the first world war to grant 
the heroes often forgotten the 
honour they deserve for their 
sacrifices. Stories like these 
are not rare, and I can only 
afford to do justice to a few in 
detail here; over 16,000 black 
soldiers served in ww1, and 
despite this impressive figure, 
researching the subject and 
combing military records is a 
task which yielded few fruits, 
and points to a larger problem 
with our current historical inter-
pretation on the first world war. 
We must adapt our perspective 

Delay to 
updated Local 
Development 
Plan
By Peter Fortune, R&M Local 
Development Group (RMLDG) 

A meeting with Cardiff Coun-
cil in August were informed 
that their current timetable for 
the above is for the draft final 
plan to be approved by the 
full Council in December for 
consultation in January and 
February. This is much later 
than their original timetable as 
they are ensuring that they are 
fully prepared for the Public 
Examination later in 2025. We 
are informed that the plan will 
still make no provision for any 
more green field development 
over and above Plas Dŵr but 
we will have to wait and see. 
Once the consultation pro-
posals become clear we will 
contact you via the RMA and 
the Community Council to 
ensure that your all have a say.

Keeping Rayr & 
Morganstown 
Litter Free!
By Peter Fortune, Radyr & 
Morganstown Litter Pickers

Since the Radyr & Morgan-
stown Litter Pickers was 
formed in June 2001, we 
have collected over 2,500 
bags of litter from the streets 
and parks of our communi-
ties. Our 35 active volunteers 
have provided over 1,725 
hours of volunteer labour. 

We organise Group Litter 
Picks at 10.00 am on the sec-
ond Saturday of every month 
starting from the Hub, Station 
Car Park or Morganstown 
Village Hall (shown below) 
and we meet up afterwards 
at the Hub for tea and coffee. 
We provide litter pickers and 
hoops for the pink bags which 
we fill up and which we hope 
you will have noticed around 
the village. In addition our 
volunteers go out on their own 
as they can and collect litter.

We also support the communi-

ty by collecting litter after the 
events organised by the Radyr 
and Morganstown Associa-
tion, including the Festival 
in May and the Lighting the 
Christmas Tree in December. 

We are funded by the Radyr 
& Morganstown Community 
Council and  sponsored by 
MGY Estate Agents in Station 
Road. Trying to keep Station 
Road as clean as possible 
is a continual challenge.

We would love you to come 
and join us - although our 
community has less litter than 
before we still need as many 
hands as we can get. Please 
contact us on rmlitterpickers@
gmail.com or just turn up.

Our next Group Picks 
are as follows:

7 December:  Park Road, Clean 
up after Lighting the Tree

14 December:  
Radyr Hub in Park Road

11 January 2025:  
Morganstown Village Hall

8 February:  
Radyr Station Car Park

8 March :    
Radyr Hub, Park Road

Refreshments after-
wards in the Hub.

of the great war to fit a modern 
Britain, in which can educate 
ourselves on the British Em-
pire and the heroes of the first 
world war it often ignored so as 
to fully appreciate all the brave 
souls who gave their efforts 
and their lives for their country. 
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By Hannah Willaims

Shine Theatre school is thrilled 
to be back in Radyr and pre-
paring our next Musical The-
atre production, Annie jr.

Shine Theatre school was es-
tablished in Radyr in 2012 and 
saw hundreds of young people 
join to be inspired and encour-
aged to act, dance and sing 
- building confidence, increas-
ing skills and creating high 
quality Musical Theatre per-
formances including Aladdin, 
Legally Blonde, Oliver and The 
Little Mermaid at the Dance 
House WMC. Unfortunately we 
faced an enforced hiatus due 
to covid but we are excited to 
be back with a bang following 
our summer workshops that 
received rave reviews! A selec-
tion of testimonials, together 
with amazing stories from 
old members who have now 
grown up - some pursuing their 
talents in performing arts at 
college, University and beyond 
- can be found on our social 
media: instagram @shinecre-
ativearts and Facebook page 
shine Theatre school, Radyr.

Annie jr will be performed 
in April 2026 by shine Thea-
tre school, who rehearse on 
Tuesday evenings at the Old 
Church Rooms, together with 
the MINI Stars age 5—7 who 
rehearse meet on Thursdays at 
Bryn Deri primary school. Our 
MINI Stars have been enjoy-
ing all sorts of drama games, 
singing exercises including 
vocal warm ups with their 
magic wands and already 
have learnt so many wonder-
ful dances, songs and scenes 
from Annie jr. They truly are 

our MINI stars of the show!

The principal roles in Annie jr 
have now been cast amongst 
our fantastic members aged 
8 to 18 years old including 
children and young people 
representing over 10 differ-
ent local schools from pri-
mary to comprehensives! 

We will perform at Bishop of 

Llandaff High School - a fan-
tastic versatile and large stage 
that Shine Theatre school 
have used many times before 
to present shows with chil-
dren from age 4 and adults.

The shine team consists of 
Hannah Williams, who estab-
lished shine in 2009 and has 
also worked in TV and Film in 

addition to tutoring pupils in 
LAMDA examination for over 
20 years since being trained 
herself by the Chief Examin-
er of LAMDA, Linda Macrow. 
Hannah is joined by Amy Perry, 
a trained teacher who herself 
attended shine Theatre school 
from age 13-18 plus Freya 
Morris who was also a shine 
member for 6 years and Ab-
bie Prothero who performed 
several times with shine Per-
formance Group before stud-
ying Drama at University. The 
original team members of Dr 
Alicia Stark and Rachel Has-
san are now Patrons of shine 
Theatre school, supporting our 
members and cheering them 
on for show weekends. We 
truly are #teamshine and have 
an ethos of encouragement.

There are still some spaces 
available in shine MINI Stars 
and ensemble roles in Annie 
jr, if your child would like to 
join (they do not need to be a 
pupil at Bryn Deri primary to 
attend the MINI Stars group 
there). Or perhaps your child 
would like to join us after the 

Shine magic is back Easter holidays for our sum-
mer showcase, which we are 
thrilled to be announcing 
for the first time in the Radyr 
Chain - “Pure Imagination” - a 
celebration of some of the 
best and most whimsical 
Musical Theatre for families.

Do come and find us on our 
website www.shinethea-
treschoolcardiff.co.uk to 
see some of our favourite 
photo memories from pre-
vious shows, find out more 
about sessions and see what 
shine magic your young per-
son can be inspired by.

*”shine magic is back” is the 
review by a shine parent.

Tree Planting 
with Coed 
Caerdydd
Coed Caerdydd will be 
holding a pair of commu-
nity tree planting event in 
Radyr & Morgnastown as 
part of Coed Caerdydd.

Coed Caerdydd is an am-
bitious 10-year programme 
of tree canopy expan-
sion in Cardiff, linked to 
the city’s One Planet cli-
mate change strategy.

This is a great opportunity 
for the whole family to cre-
ate beautiful environments 
for people and nature and 
contribute towards Cardiff’s 
climate emergency response.

All ages welcome and no 
experience necessary, we 
will guide you through the 
tree planting process.

All site events are risk assessed 
by staff with appropriate train-
ing. It is your responsibility 
to inform Coed Caerdydd of 
any specific needs within 
the group such as a disa-
bility or medical condition 
that affect the activities.

Booking is essential, please 
follow the QR code to 
find both events via the 
Community Website.

Friday 28 February 2025

10:00 to 12:00 in Fisher Hill 
Way Playground, CF15 8DU

12:30 to 14:30 in Morgan-
stown Park (accessed off 
Orchard Grove, CF15 8LS)

Deliverers 
required
The Chain Gang are looking 
for additional deliverers to 
share the work of delivering 
a newspaper to every home 
in Radyr and Morganstown.

Could you collect from 
the Old Church Rooms 
and then deliver papers 
to up to 40 houses with-
in a few days of the next 
issue being published?

E-mail chain@radyr.org.
uk to volunteer and our 
distribution team will 
be in touch about avail-
able delivery areas.

 #DontBearChristmasAlone

&

This year Pugh’s Garden Village 
are raising funds to help

support Age Cymru’s telephone
befriending service ‘Friend in Need’

Profits from our new Pugh Bear
and ‘The Bear in the Window’ story book
will be donated directly to Age Cymru.

Pugh Bear & the Book are available
in all of our garden centres, you can

also purchase them from our
Website, just scan the QR code below.

Pugh’s Radyr - Tynant Road, Morganstown, Radyr CF15 8LB
Pugh’s Wenvoe - Port Road, Vale of Glamorgan CF5 6AD 

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A source of news about people and events in the locality6

www.bluestoneconstructionuk.com
info@bluestoneconstructionuk.com

M: 07515 914 907

The complete
building experience

… Maintenance

… Extensions

… Loft Conversions

… New Builds

… Refurbishments

… Landscaping

… Roofing

CARPET AND 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Free Demonstration on Request

“For a Healthier cleaner, home”

Telephone: (029) 2084 4120

Mobile: 07791 502943

uPVC Problems?

Call Simon on 07932 350161
0800 999 6544 / 02920 460417

www.upvcproblems.co.uk

CONDENSATION BETWEEN PANES
PATIO DOORS REPAIRED • LOCKING DEVICES FITTED

HINGE REPAIRS OR UPGRADES
DISCOLOURED PANELS • STAINED GLASS

LETTERBOXES • CAT FLAPS & WINDOW SILLS
WINDOW/DOOR FITTING SERVICE

FACIA & GUTTERING FITTING SERVICE

WORK GUARANTEED • FOR A FREE QUOTE

Talk to your local mortgage
experts and get access to 
hundreds of mortgages

under one roof.

07917226714

emma@higginsonmortgageservices.co.uk

www.higginsonmortgageservices.co.uk

Find us in Radyr, Cardiff

A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED
AGAINST YOUR HOME. YOUR HOME MAY
BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 

REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY 
OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT.

Looking for a 
new mortgage?

C.M. AUTO SERVICES
Unit 2, Fairfield Industrial Estate, Main Road,

Gwaelod-y-Garth, Taffs Well, CF4 8LA

Tel: 029 2081 3236

FOR TYRES AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL IN AND SEE US!
M.O.T.’s AT DISCOUNT PRICES
*Tyre Fitting *Wheel Balancing *Servicing

*Clutches *Bodywork *Brakes *Repairs
*Exhausts *Shock Absorbers

Free Courtesy Car (subject to Conditions)

C.M. AUTO SERVICES
IS YOUR LOCAL TYRESAVE CENTRE FOR ALL

YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

COLLECTION, DELIVERY AND COURTESY SERVICE AVAILABLE

www.morganstown.org.uk is…An on-line diary for R&M organisations4

• Tyres & Exhausts
• Servicing - all makes
• General Repairs
• 4 Wheel Alignment
• Brakes
• Shock Absorbers
• Puncture Repairs
• Air Conditioning
• Diagnostics
• Safety Checks
• Batteries
• Clutch Repairs
• M.O.T.s
• Courtesy Car Available
• Collection & Delivery of
• Car and much, much more

Garth Tyre & Auto Services
We can supply all the major makes of tyre 

from: B F Goodrich, Bridgestone, 
Continental, Dunlop, Falken, Firestone, 

General, Goodyear, Kumho,
Michelin, Pirelli, Toyo and Yokohama

Tel: 029 20 810857
Old Drift Garage, Main Road, 

Gwaelod-y-Garth
Cardiff, South Glamorgan CF15 9HJ

Opening Times
Mon-Fri: 9am - 6pm

(Closed 1-2pm for lunch)
Sat: 9am - 12pm

For further information call in or contact us on

02920 891051
Email: pentyrchpharmacy@outlook.com

www.pentyrchpharmacy.co.uk

Patios • Decking • Fencing • Artificial Grass
Garden Maintenance • Complete Gardens 

Call Ben on 07855 480541

Rain Or Shine Landscapes

http:// www.shinetheatreschoolcardiff.co.uk 
http:// www.shinetheatreschoolcardiff.co.uk 
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
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Free fitness 
opportunity
Did you know that Age Cymru 
has a project all over Wales 
to promote regular physical 
activity in later life. I may have 
some issue with their criteria 
of ‘later life’ as it is over 50! 
The reasoning is sound - ev-
idence shows that if people 
start moving younger they are 
more likely to maintain it as 
they get older. And the good 
news is that this means that 
anyone over 50 is welcome at 
all exercise classes run by Age 
Cymru - totally free of charge. 

These classes are run by local 
volunteers within communities 
and tend to be small friendly 
groups, where connecting 
with each other is as much 
part of it as the exercise. 

The project includes LIFT 
- Low Impact Functional 
Training (chair based exer-
cise), Tai Chi, Nordic Walking 
(full training and poles given 
(free), Walking Groups and 
Walk and Talk (a one to one 

service to help gain confi-
dence to go out for a walk). 

Radyr already has 2 Age 

Cymru Tai Chi groups (gen-
erously housed by Radyr & 
Morganstown Community 
Council) and the Hubs reg-
ular walking group. All the 
other activity groups can be 
found in Cardiff somewhere 
(if you can travel to them) 

So if you or anyone you know 
who would enjoy regular 
exercise locally - contact Age 
Cymru on their website age-
cymru.com or e mail physica-
lactivity@agecymru.org.uk 
or telephone 029 2043 1555 

Better still if you fancy being 
trained to run any of these 
groups contact the above.

How cool would it be if we 

were the first village with all 
5 courses available - i.e. we 

just need volunteers to run 
LIFT, Nordic Walking or Walk 
and Talk. If you want to chat 
this over with Radyr’s Age 
Cymru Tai Chi teacher - she 
can tell you all about the 
process - contact Jo on jo-
soldangray@hotmail.com 

Some wise 
health related 
information 
from Age 
Cymru
Age Cymru’s Spread the 
Warmth campaign is urging 
you to protect yourself with 
vaccinations now for this 
coming winter. Immunisation 
is as important in later life 
as it is in early childhood as 
we continue to benefit from 
getting routine vaccinations, 
especially in early autumn. 
Some of you will need addi-
tional immunisations as you 
may be at an increased risk 
due to your age, or you may 
have a certain health condi-
tion. This year if you’re aged 75 
or over, then you can expect to 
be offered a new vaccination 
called the Respiratory Syncyt-
ial Virus or (RSV) vaccination. 

Respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV) - RSV infections can 
occur all year round, but just 
like most viruses, cases rise in 
autumn and winter. You can 
help protect yourself against 
serious illness from RSV by 
having the RSV vaccination 
when it is offered to you. The 
RSV vaccine won’t be given 
at the same time as the COV-
ID-19 and flu vaccinations. The 
vaccine will need to be given 
at a separate appointment.

Happy and healthy 
ageing news

Influenza (flu) and Cov-
id-19 booster - The rollout of 
the Autumn/Winter 2024-25 
influenza (flu) and covid-19 
booster started from 1 October 
2024. For those of you at an 
increased risk to complica-
tions of influenza, the annual 
flu vaccine is recommended.

With all vaccinations, it’s rec-
ommended that you get your 
vaccination as soon as it be-
comes available and is offered 
to you. The sooner you are 
vaccinated the sooner you 
will have immunity against 
the relevant circulating virus.

However, if you are already 
feeling unwell or have a 
fever, then tell the person 
giving the vaccination be-
fore you are vaccinated.

Also seek advice from a health 
professional about the dif-
ferent routine vaccinations 
that are available to you as 
an adult in your later years.

This information is available as 
part of Age Cymru’s Spread the 
Warmth campaign which high-
lights the various ways you 
can keep yourself warm, safe, 
and well this winter. For more 
information about our cam-
paign call Angharad Phillips on 
029 2043 1555, email angha-
rad.phillips@agecymru.org.
uk, or visit www.agecymru.
org.uk/spreadthewarmth.

When one door 
closes another 
one opens – 
or even two
The Trustees of the Radyr & 
Morganstown Good Neigh-
bours scheme made the dif-

ficult decision to close at the 
end of July 2024. The scheme, 
sponsored by the Radyr & 
Morganstown Community 
Council, was set up to offer 
services to those in need of 
help and support, to help peo-
ple connect with their com-
munity by telling them what 
is available and by providing 
opportunities for people to 
meet and help with transport. 

In practice we found the need 
for additional support was not 
as great as was envisaged, 
and the recruitment of volun-
teers proved difficult. We also 
realised that other Charities 
provide assistance locally. 
We did, though, establish a 
regular ‘Friday with Friends’ 
Group meeting in the New 
Schoolrooms (see below). 

We had some money left in the 
bank on closure of the charity. 
Some has gone to the Garth 
Ministry Area to pay for the 
hire of the New Schoolrooms 
for ‘Friday with Friends’ and 
‘Goldies’ in perpetuity. The 
balance has been passed to 
the Charity ‘Age Connects 
Cardiff & the Vale’ (Charity No 
1137821), with the request 
that the money is used to 
promote services in R&M. 

We hereby pass on our thanks 

to Louise Beesley, who has 
now stood down as the GN 
Coordinator. She has done 
sterling work in develop-
ing the brand and in setting 
up ‘Friday with Friends’. 

Friday with Friends 

As mentioned above, ‘Friday 
with Friends’ will continue 
meeting in the New School-
rooms (next to Christ Church 
in Heol Isaf, Radyr) every 
Friday from 2.00-4.00 pm. 
Just pop along for a cuppa, 
cake and a chat. All are wel-
come and it will be great to 
see you. There is no charge.

Contact Sue Baskerville, 
SBaskerville@cardiff.gov.
uk, for more information. 

Photo: A typical Friday af-
ternoon at the New School 
Rooms, just having a chat 
and a cuppa. An opportuni-
ty to meet with old friends 
– and make new ones. 
Come along and join us. 

Goldies Singalong

And, on the first Friday of 
the month we have a sing-
along organised by Goldies 
Cymru – join us in singing 
the old songs, have a cuppa 
and some fun (£3 donation 
includes refreshments) 

mailto:physicalactivity%40agecymru.org.uk?subject=
mailto:physicalactivity%40agecymru.org.uk?subject=
mailto:josoldangray%40hotmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:josoldangray%40hotmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:angharad.phillips%40agecymru.org.uk?subject=
mailto:angharad.phillips%40agecymru.org.uk?subject=
mailto:angharad.phillips%40agecymru.org.uk?subject=
https://www.agecymru.org.uk/spreadthewarmth
https://www.agecymru.org.uk/spreadthewarmth
mailto:SBaskerville%40cardiff.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:SBaskerville%40cardiff.gov.uk?subject=
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Fantastic 
Support for 
Older Residents 
in Radyr 
Cardiff Council and many char-
ities offer services and advice 
not only to older people, but 
also to their families and carers. 

If you or someone you know 
is struggling, feeling iso-
lated, or in need of assis-
tance, Age Connects Cardiff 
& Vale is here to help. 

Services Offered

Face-to-Face Befriending:

• A volunteer visiting for a 
cup of tea and a chat.

•  For those who live alone 
and are housebound.

Telephone Befriending:

•  A volunteer ringing to 
check that you are okay 
and have a chat.

Information Provision, Practical 
Support & Problem Solving:

• Help to find answers to 
any queries you have.

•  Signposting to oth-
er organisations which 
may be able to help.

•  Research and prob-
lem solving.

•  Help with reading letters 
or filling out basic forms.

Shopping Service:

•  For those who can’t get out 
to do their own shopping 

•  Who can’t use internet or 
telephone shopping.

•  This service is reserved for 

clients in financial hardship.

•  Costs £5.

Cardiff Council 
can provide 
•  Meals on wheels – hot 

meals delivered and 
ready to eat at lunch time. 
Follow https://telecare-
cardiff.co.uk/meals/ 

•  Telecare alarm – provi-
sion of a pendant alarm 
and response unit to use 
if you find yourself in diffi-
culty. Follow https://tele-
carecardiff.co.uk/telecare/ 

•  Cardiff Hubs provide all 
sorts of support. Our local 
Hub is in Park Road, Radyr.  
https://cardiffhubs.
co.uk/hub/radyr-hub/ 
. They provide: 

•  A Wellbeing Support 
Service – One to one men-
toring to help you manage 
your own wellbeing; Ac-
tivities based on your per-
sonal interests and needs; 
and Events and training. 

• Follow: https://cardif-
fhubs.co.uk/wellbe-
ing-support-service/ 

• Over the colder months 
our hubs and libraries will be 
providing Warm Welcome 
spaces.  If you’re worried 
about the cost of heating 
your home, please come 
along to your local hub or 
library for a warm welcome. 
https://orlo.uk/2W58K 

Advertise in  
the Chain

Spaces available in fu-
ture editions of the Radyr 
Chain for businesses 
providing services to 
Radyr & Morganstown.

£20 per 1/12 of a page.

Please send requests in-
cluding print-ready artwork 
to chain@radyr.org.uk

N.B. This advert is 2 blocks 
so would cost £40

Call for 
Volunteers:

If you are interested in helping, 
Age Connects Cardiff would 
love to hear from you. We are 
especially interested in hear-
ing from former volunteers 
of Radyr Good Neighbours.

Contact Information:

Phone: 029 2068 3600

Email: volunteer@age-
connectscardiff.org.uk

C.M. AUTO SERVICES
Unit 2, Fairfield Industrial Estate, Main Road,

Gwaelod-y-Garth, Taffs Well, CF4 8LA

Tel: 029 2081 3236

FOR TYRES AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL IN AND SEE US!
M.O.T.’s AT DISCOUNT PRICES
*Tyre Fitting *Wheel Balancing *Servicing

*Clutches *Bodywork *Brakes *Repairs
*Exhausts *Shock Absorbers

Free Courtesy Car (subject to Conditions)

C.M. AUTO SERVICES
IS YOUR LOCAL TYRESAVE CENTRE FOR ALL

YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

COLLECTION, DELIVERY AND COURTESY SERVICE AVAILABLE

www.morganstown.org.uk is…An on-line diary for R&M organisations4

• Tyres & Exhausts
• Servicing - all makes
• General Repairs
• 4 Wheel Alignment
• Brakes
• Shock Absorbers
• Puncture Repairs
• Air Conditioning
• Diagnostics
• Safety Checks
• Batteries
• Clutch Repairs
• M.O.T.s
• Courtesy Car Available
• Collection & Delivery of
• Car and much, much more

Garth Tyre & Auto Services
We can supply all the major makes of tyre 

from: B F Goodrich, Bridgestone, 
Continental, Dunlop, Falken, Firestone, 

General, Goodyear, Kumho,
Michelin, Pirelli, Toyo and Yokohama

Tel: 029 20 810857
Old Drift Garage, Main Road, 

Gwaelod-y-Garth
Cardiff, South Glamorgan CF15 9HJ

Opening Times
Mon-Fri: 9am - 6pm

(Closed 1-2pm for lunch)
Sat: 9am - 12pm

For further information call in or contact us on

02920 891051
Email: pentyrchpharmacy@outlook.com

www.pentyrchpharmacy.co.uk

Patios • Decking • Fencing • Artificial Grass
Garden Maintenance • Complete Gardens 

Call Ben on 07855 480541

Rain Or Shine Landscapes

16, 28 or 33 Seater Luxury Mini-coaches

◆ Airport Transfers

◆ Sporting Events

◆ Corporate Hire

◆ Concert & Theatre

◆ College & Schools

02920 844666 / 01443 844666

www.morganstown.org.uk is… A place to interact with us on Facebook / Twitter22

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  4400  yyeeaarrss  iinn  ffiinnaanncciiaall  sseerrvviicceess  
Andrew Withycombe has hit a new milestone,

celebrating his 40th year in Financial Services, advising
individuals, families, companies, and working with, IFAs, Solicitors and 
Accountants on all aspects of Pensions, Investments and Protection..

Contact Andrew on:

andrew@wfs.wales

07917457647

CHERRY
BUILDING

SERVICES LTD.

Please take a look at our website
www.cherrybuildingservicesltd.co.uk

Cherry Building Services Ltd. is a part P approved contractor NICEIC

Pilates at
Radyr Guide

Centre, 
Bryn Derwen,

Radyr

Wednesday 
at 9.45am
Contact

Alyson on
07548185319

book on: bookwhen.com/diamondpilates

https://cardiffhubs.co.uk/hub/radyr-hub/
https://cardiffhubs.co.uk/hub/radyr-hub/
https://cardiffhubs.co.uk/wellbeing-support-service/  
https://cardiffhubs.co.uk/wellbeing-support-service/  
https://cardiffhubs.co.uk/wellbeing-support-service/  
https://orlo.uk/2W58K 
mailto:chain%40radyr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:volunteer%40ageconnectscardiff.org.uk%20?subject=
mailto:volunteer%40ageconnectscardiff.org.uk%20?subject=
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Report from Allan Cook,  
Chair of the Community Council 

Welcome back. We are ex-
tremely happy to see the 
Chain in print once again 
under a new younger Edito-
rial Board and the Commu-
nity Council wishes them a 
long and successful future.

Christmas is just around the 
corner and we are deep into 
preparations for the Christ-
mas Market and Christmas 
Tree Lighting on Friday 6th 
December. Christmas Trees 
will be lit in the Granny Park 
Morganstown, The Sidings, 
Pentwyn Park and Windsor 
Gardens. The tree in Wind-
sor Gardens will be lit by 
Santa himself at 7 p.m.

Children from the local schools 
will sing carols around the 
trees in the various locations 
from 6 p.m. onwards. The 
Street Market in Station Road 
will also commence at 6 p.m. 
Station Road from Heol Isaf 
to Windsor Crescent will be 
closed to traffic from 4.30 p.m. 
to facilitate the setting up of 
stalls. There will be the usual 
great selection of stalls, mulled 
wine, burgers and hot dogs, 
with many of the shops in 
Station Road remaining open. 
It is usually a well-attended 
evening and a chance to buy 
a few unusual presents.

The following Friday evening, 
13th December, Santa will 
make his traditional tour of 
the two villages. This year he 
will start in Morganstown at 
5.30 p.m. and finish his jour-
ney some three hours later on 
Llantrisant Road. A schedule 

and map of the route is printed 
in the middle of this edition.

The Alzheimers Society re-
mains our official  charity 
over the Christmas period, 
and they will be collecting 
at both the street market 
and along Santa’s route. It 
is a worthy charity so please 
give generously if you can. 

We had an unfortunate in-
cident in Radyr Woods in 
September. A resident of 
Danescourt was walking his 
dog in Radyr Woods when the 
dog entered the Kingfisher 
pond and became stuck in the 
thick mud. The resident went 
into the pond to retrieve the 
dog but got stuck in the mud 
himself. Luckily, he had his 
phone available so he phoned 
for help and three firefight-
ers attended to successfully 
get him out of the water. The 
Community Council is plan-
ning to increase the fencing 
around the Kingfisher pond 
and to put up warning signs. 
If you visit Radyr Woods, 
please be careful of the thick 
mud in the two ponds.

We have agreed to install a 
lift in the Old Church Rooms, 
which will be an asset to those 
who find the stairs difficult. 
The work is scheduled to start 
early in the New Year, but 
the exact timing has not yet 
been confirmed and will be 
arranged to cause the least 
inconvenience possible to 
Old Church Room users.

Elsewhere our new Clerk, Julie 
Thomas, is settling in well and 
is a ray of sunshine to us all. 
The two clerks keep the Coun-

cillors on their toes and on the 
straight and narrow. However, 
we are still one Communi-
ty Councillor short. In these 
circumstances we can co-opt 
new members. If you think that 
you might be interested in join-
ing the Council, please contact 
the Clerk on 029 2084 2213 
or e-mail: clerk@radyr.wales 

Finally can I wish all readers 
a very Merry Christmas and a 
happy and successful 2025.

By Councillor Helen Lloyd Jones

Guess I must have been three, 
but I remember hearing bells 
ringing and waking about 10 
o’clock on Christmas Eve. And 
my brother, nearly seven years 
older telling me excitedly to 
put my dressing gown on and 
come downstairs because 
Father Christmas had come.

And there in the dining room 
was a Christmas Tree and it 
had lights on it. They were 
like bells; each bell had a 
different set of Characters. I 
can remember Old King Cole 
was one and his red robes 
showed up against a creamy 
white background, anoth-
er was Cinderella, and her 
blonde hair and glass slipper 
showed up against a blue 
background. I was entranced. 

I can’t remember what pre-
sents I had but that was the 
moment I fell in love with Light.

Recently I attended a celebra-
tion for the birth of Krishna. 
He is one of the Hindu gods, a 

god of protection, compassion, 
tenderness and love. Their little 
baby Krishna had a cradle that 
was gently rocked, and can-
dles were lit to surround him. 

Light and Love. They go to-
gether. Jesus tells us that “I am 
the Light of the World”   We 
learn in the Bible that light is 
the symbol of holiness, good-
ness, knowledge, wisdom, 
grace, hope and of God.

I love the way our festival of 
lights brings so many of us 
together. In Morganstown, at 
the Granny Park, the children 
from Gwaelod y Garth and 
Groeswen sing before the 
Christmas Tree is turned on. 
Last year, there was one very 
enthusiastic rocker of baby 
Jesus. It was just as well, it 
was only an imaginary baby!

Radyr Comp’s choir sing 
Christmas Carols at the Sid-
ings. Each year more and 
more adults are coming along 
and joining in. Everyone is 
very welcome. It is a great 
feeling singing together. And 

as one who just can’t sing 
in tune, it is so wonderful to 
have so many people singing 
around me that I too can join 
in without been shown up as 
tone deaf. And the Sidings’ 
Christmas Tree lights up.

There is just time for both 
groups to make their way to 
Windsor Gardens. Children 
from Radyr and Bryn Deri 
Primary have been singing 
Christmas Carols in the Meth-
odist Church. They too are 
eager to join everyone around 
the Christmas Tree in Windsor 
Gardens and help Santa count 
down the turn on moment.

Back to Station Road to enjoy 
the stalls and take advantage 
of extremely reasonably priced 
burgers and hot dogs and may-
be get a high five from Santa.

Christmas is definitely coming 
to Radyr and Morganstown.  I 
wish you a Blessed Christmas, 
full of Light and Love. And 
may 2025 be kind to us all. 
Pob bendith, Nadolig Llawen.

Community Council News What do you really 
want for Christmas?

Community Council News

Diwali
There was a celebration 
of Diwali in Windsor Gar-
dens on 31 October. 

The Festival of Lights is an 
annual event and the date is 
determined by the lunar calen-
dar. This year Diwali and Hal-
loween fell on the same day.

It was a lovely event and good 
to be able to say Happy Di-
wali and Happy Halloween 
to everyone who walked by.

Chain Nesaf
Mawrth 2025
Bydd angen i gyfraniadau 
ar gyfer rhifyn Gwanwyn y 
Chain (275) fod gyda’r Tîm 
Golygu erbyn 15 Chwefror 
ar gyfer cyhoeddi yn hwyr 
ym mis Mawrth. Bydd y Tîm 
Golygu yn gwerthfawrogi 
unrhyw gyfraniadau 
cynnar, ac yn mi rydyn 
yn hapus i drafod gydag 
unrhyw syniadau ar gyfer 
cyfraniadau. Croesewir 
cyfraniadau yn y Gymraeg, 
Saesneg neu’n ddwyieithog. 
Ceir cysylltu ar Tîm Golygu 
trwy ebsotio:  
chain@radyr.org.uk

mailto:clerk%40radyr.wales%20?subject=
mailto:chain%40radyr.org.uk?subject=
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Cardiff County Council meet-
ings returned in September 
after the Summer break. 
However, it was very sad that 
this meeting began without 
the Lord Mayor, Jane Hen-
shaw, who passed away a 
few days earlier. Jane was 
a dedicated public servant 
and her presence at Coun-
cil will be sorely missed.

Despite being in place for 
months now, I find that the 
so-called “teething problems” 
with the new recycling regime 
persist. Waste separated by 
residents sometimes contin-
ues to be mixed in the same 
compartments in the collection 
trucks, and rubbish still gets 
accidentally strewn across 
streets as bags and boxes are 
emptied. I continue to raise this 
with the Council leadership 
as we need strong consumer 
confidence in our waste collec-
tion, and we all want to prevent 
litter in our communities.

I am also regularly informed of 
cars parking on double yellow 
lines and dangerously close to 
junctions near to Radyr Prima-
ry School, particularly where 
Park Road meets Windsor 
Avenue. This will usually be at 
drop-off and collection times.

I also have reports of a sig-
nificant increase in danger-
ous parking between the 
bridge leading to the Sidings 
and Radyr Station car park. 
Parking here creates blind 
spots in an area where there 
has already been a car ac-
cident in recent months, so 
I politely urge that people 
consider where they leave 
their car with this in mind.

It has been alarming to hear 

more stories from residents 
about negative experiences 
with local buses in recent 
weeks. I encourage residents 
to send these to me so that 
I can then demonstrate to 
bus operators how people 
in the ward are not being 
delivered a sufficiently reli-
able or frequent service.

Ahead of every Council meet-
ing, I have the chance to table 
five written questions to the 
Cabinet. I will aim to use up 
my allocation every month to 

find out information useful to 
myself as a representative of 
Radyr & Morganstown but also 
in my other roles on the Coun-
cil, including the Conserva-
tives’ education spokesperson. 

If you have a concern that 
you would like to discuss with 
me, please do get in touch.

From Councillor Calum Davies Santa’s Tour 
of Radyr & 
Morganstown
Santa will be making his way 
through Radyr and Morgan-
stown on the evening of Fri-
day 13 December 2024 in 
his brightly coloured sleigh. 

This year he will start in Mor-
ganstown at 17:30 and travel 
through Radyr Gardens, Castle 
View, Loughor Gardens, Dan-y-
Bryn Ave, to the War Memorial 
at 19:15. He will then travel 
down via De Clare Drive to the 
Sidings, retracing his steps to 
the War Memorial. Finally he 
will  go along Heol Isaf to the 
Llantisant Road aiming to end 
on Drovers Way around 20:30.

Whilst all timings are ap-
proximate a full list of streets 
he is visiting and an inter-

active map can be seen on 
the community website at:

https://radyr.org.uk/Christmas

Thank you to the Radyr & Mor-
ganstown Community Council 
for arranging Santa’s visit and 
the Lewis Richards Community 
Sleigh for helping Santa trav-
el safely around our streets.

at Radyr Primary School

OPEN 
DAY

NEW Nursery and Reception parents

27th November 2024

See our vision in 
action - ‘Unlocking the 

potential of all pupils 
to become lifelong 

learners’

Meet with Radyr 
Primary Headteacher, 

Senior Leaders, Chair of 
Governors and 
experience our 

wonderful Nursery and 
Reception 

environments 

Register your place by 
scanning the QR code or 
contact the school office

DHeathfield@cardiff.gov.uk

Choose a time slot 
9.30 -10.30pm

or 1.00 - 2.00pm 

Complete the google 
form to express 

interest in visiting us

Donations
As Santa travels around his 
elves will be collecting money 
for the RMAs chosen charity 
for 2024, Alzheimer’s Society 
Cymru. Please give generously 
either in their buckets or  
online.

Regular updates from your 
County Councillors can be 
found on the community 
website at: https://radyr.
org.uk/county-councillor/

https://radyr.org.uk/Christmas 
https://radyr.org.uk/county-councillor/
https://radyr.org.uk/county-councillor/
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RQURNIAZFWAVEULOBRBYUYDPD
MWLMLVTKUXMOKKJCIBNLNMKYU
BUOHYPTDIYBOLKJGDOUAICSNM
BFOSEWIOETYRDRAZQCHIQSPDN
EAEPULNQEJYBNMTGXREFAMILY
FJUXSOSTKCPQSGBUDQAWQPMJF
FOVBTGEUFLVCOJDVQTFDJFQXG
DKNWLRLIOYAOMERZXGYWYFDVO
HDDBWEMORGANSTOWNULESRJHZ
EOLQPLSEYFHGLDLILIWRDMJBE
QIMEWVMSXIYXMROYUNUDSGIUV
SCXPWDULTNMYTKEACOJBAYLWX
OHTXWKENUMEQTLMKGGSQNVFZP
VRPNMACCABZNJJWREATHTWCQF
QIARKQZHODREINDEERQTAOMEG
YSDCELCGIROWUUZKZCEDTXSOK
KTVCUSIUFYALHYCPDQIBAAMCX
SMELLYEGEJRTISHAHGFESTIVE
DANHWUONHNIRIGMGRGJSUJBBD
OSTMSFMMTTNKOOLMYOYNZUABW
QTZJFNTQBSSVRCNLCXLIRPYAH
DRWTURKEYAOLQKQSAXZSSDFHY
EEXAUPLNEMERRYCZFWPMEOTEP
MEGYDPJCBPFDJCWSCHEDZKOOQ
ATYVQPWFRKNMOYLYGOTNZKRVO

Can you find all of the words below hidden within the word search?

Christmas Tree

Presents

Festive

Turkey

Tinsel

Wreath

Nadolig Llawen

Reindeer

Lights

Decorations

Carols

Merry

Morganstown

Baubles

Family

Advent

Radyr

Santa

Christmas Wordsearch

Santa and his sleigh will soon be visiting Radyr and Morganstown, colour in your own 
picture of Santa on his sleigh before he visits your street! (Details of his route on page 21)



Radyr Chain 274 - November 2024 Radyr Chain 274 - November 2024

24 25

The new term has started 
wonderfully at Bryn Deri Pri-
mary school, welcoming new 
families joining us for the first 
time.  September has started 
with a whole host of excit-
ing learning experiences for 
the children from Roald Dahl 
Delicious Dress Up Day in-
cluding visits to Ty Mynedd 
to see the real Golden Ticket 
and find out all about our 
local author Roald Dahl. 

This year European Day of 
Languages saw the launch of 
our International Languages 
aspect of the curriculum with a 
dress up day! There was lots of 
cooking involved this year with 
the mouth watering smells of 
Pizza and pain au chocolat.

On 17th October, Year 6 
visited Brecon Regimen-
tal Museum dressing up 
as evacuees for the day.

There has been plenty of per-
forming arts celebrated in the 
school with pupils commenc-
ing Violin workshops, tasters 
from shine Theatre school, a 
wonderful Harvest Assembly 
by Year 1 and beautiful singing 
performances by Years 2 and 3 
at the Macmillan Coffee after-
noon, raising approximately 
£300 for Macmillan Cancer.

It is exciting to report that Year 

4 have enjoyed their first ever 
residential and the first since 
lockdown! It was a fun packed 
few days of challenging activ-
ities and Welsh. We are super 
proud of their positive attitudes 
in overcoming challenges! 

Year 2 pupils have begun 
their 10 week whole class 
violin lessons with Cardiff 
and Vale Music Education. 
Year 4 have also begun music 
performance lessons as part 
of a funded cluster choir.

We are delighted to say that 
the school library renovation 
is now complete and looking 
wonderful. This process has 
taken quite a few years but we 
are finally finished including 
a new floor, bookcases and 
wonderful mural painted by 
staff with the Forest theme 
chosen by pupils. The PTA has 
contributed £12,000 in total 
for this refurbishment. The 
next long term goal regarding 
much needed renovation is to 
transform the school’s IT Suite.

At the PTA’s AGM in October, 
a new Chair, Vice-Chair, Sec-
retary and Treasurers were 
elected to the PTA and exciting 
plans for the future including 
an adults only special event 
in 2026.  We would like to 
thank the previous committee 

for everything that they have 
achieved including the first 
Saturday Summer Fayre last 
term which proved to be a real 
highlight, alongside the ever 
popular PTA Sports Day BBQ. 
A huge thank you to our PTA 
and Community Council for 
the purchasing and installation 
of our community defibril-
lator. Also special thanks to 
the Brown family for offering 
their services and time freely 
in installing this. This will be 
a real benefit to our school 
and the wider community.

The PTA is essential to as-
sist Bryn Deri primary school 
provide the full range of 
activities and support to 
our children. The PTA is 
funding many elements:

• £100 per class for the 
teachers to spend on sup-
plies such as art, cook-
ery ingredients and sci-
entific experiments.

• Additional funding due to 
the expense of the school 
Christmas pantomime trip 
to the Riverfront Theatre.

• Whole class music 
lessons and drama/
dance workshops.

• Part funding the new Defi-
brillator and ongoing costs.

Join us for a fantastic 
community event on Sat-
urday 30th November!

We’re excited to invite all 
of the community to our 
Family Reindeer Fun Run! 
Whether you choose to run 
or walk, you can pick be-
tween a fun 1km or 2km route 
to help raise vital funds for 
Bryn Deri primary school.

This event is open to every-
one, from the littlest runners 
to adults of all ages. If you 
have a child age 7 or young-
er, please ensure they’re 
accompanied by an adult.

We encourage fancy dress 
– imagine Santa, his play-
ful elves, and maybe even a 
snowman dashing through 
the streets of Radyr! 

Just a quick reminder: since 
this event is on school 
grounds, we kindly ask that 
dogs stay at home. Thank 
you for your understanding.

Let’s come together for a 
day of fun, laughter, and 
community spirit while sup-
porting our school! We can’t 
wait to see you there!

Entry details
There is a £1 entry fee and 
sponsorship is required.

To register to take part: 
https://forms.gle/3WU-
WtP7xWFhgjyCX8

Registration fee and 
sponsorship: https://go-
fund.me/f32ab507

Bryn Deri Primary School

• The PTA want to assist 
the school with the short 
term goal of replacing 
the no Mow area and 
providing much more 
outdoor equipment.

• The long term goal is rais-
ing enough to (quickly) 
renovate the IT suite.

If you’d like to support our 
school, did you know that 
From now until 30th Novem-
ber, ASDA will donate 0.5% 
of your purchases to our 
school - plus £1 for every sign 
up? You don’t have to be a 
relation to the school but we 
would love local support!

Simply

1. Download the ASDA 
Rewards app

2. Opt into “Cashpot for 
schools”

3. Select Bryn Deri Primary 
School

4. Scan at checkout when 
you shop

We are also part of the  
Co-op Local Community 
Fund and you can select 
us as your cause to give 
back whilst you shop!

Bryn Deri Family 
Reindeer Fun Run

On the day registration is 
available from 9.30am – an-
yone can register to run up 
until cut off time of 10:30am

On the day

• Meet in school playground 
any time from 10am on 
Saturday 30 November

• 10:30am – pre-run warm up in 
the school playground - expect 
some dance fitness inspo and 
some motivational music!

• Race starts at 11am

Local support
We’re excited to invite local 
businesses to sponsor our 
upcoming event! If you own a 
food truck, coffee van, or any 
food-related business, we’d 
love for you to join us in cele-
brating our participants as they 
cross the finish line. The PTA is 
eager to connect and discuss 
sponsorship opportunities!

Can you help?
We’re looking for enthu-
siastic marshals and vol-
unteers to help make this 
community event a success.  
Whether it’s you, a grand-
parent, or a neighbor, we’d 
love to have more hands on 
deck for a fun-filled day. 

If you’re interested in getting 
involved, please reach out to 
the PTA for more details  
brynderiprm@cardiff.gov.uk

https://forms.gle/3WUWtP7xWFhgjyCX8 
https://forms.gle/3WUWtP7xWFhgjyCX8 
https://gofund.me/f32ab507 
https://gofund.me/f32ab507 
mailto:brynderiprm%40cardiff.gov.uk?subject=
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October 
Enrichment 
Day
On 9th October Radyr Primary 
school held its first Enrichment 
Day for this academic year. 
Enrichment Days are held 
once a term providing pupils 
with rich and exciting learn-
ing experiences. Pupils work 
in smaller groups, with pupils 
from other year groups on a 
range of different activities.

On these days the school 
engages with local business-
es to support them in their 
activities, Alex Gooch joins a 
group to teach the children to 
bake and helps them set up 
their own cafe for parents, New 
Directions teach the children 
vital skills such as basic first 
aid, CPR and sign language. 

Some groups connect with 
Radyr Community groups 
such as Dan y Bryn Cheshire 
Homes , Radyr and Morgan-
stown Litter Pickers, Age 
Cymru - fall prevention. These 
all help build the life long skills 
in our learners which is our 
vision as a school to unlock.

Many groups go out and about 
accessing our local area. For 
example a group uses map 

skills to follow an orienteering 
course around Forest Farm, 
another group develops their  
photography skill taking pho-
tos along the Taff and a group 
of  our resilient year five and 
six pupils cycle from school to 
Cardiff Bay and back again- 
over an amazing 25km. They 
were treated to an ice cream 
at the half way point as a 
reward for their persistence!!

Back at school groups enjoy 
the opportunity to den build, 
cook over the forest school fire 
and perform. Pupils are taught 
about keeping their minds 
and bodies healthy looking at 
healthy eating, yoga, mindful-
ness and making smoothies.

Pupils also get to experience 
knitting, sewing, embroidery 
and planting. Nursery learn-
ers had a total exploration of 
clay, experiencing different 
textures and were really hands-
on with their learning, getting 
very messy! Lots of questions 
asked by engaged learners.

These days are an amazing 
team effort and would not be 
possible without the support 
from our parents and commu-
nity. Children go home tired 
after some amazing experi-
ences but looking forward to 
the next round of enrichment 
days when they change ac-
tivities and experience anoth-
er enriching opportunity..

Radyr Primary School

Eva Tatum Cup

At the end of the Radyr Prima-
ry school year Layth was so 
happy and proud to receive 
a trophy donated by Eva 
Tatum for his love of nature.

Layth has always had a love 
of nature, he has always en-
joyed being outdoors and has 
a great knowledge of the wild. 
He is an avid reader about 
wildlife and watches count-
less nature programmes. His 
family refer to him as “little 
Attenborough”! Layth and his 
brother were blown by the 
rainforests and cloud forests 
and wildlife during a family trip 
this summer to Costa Rica.

We know that Eva will be 
proud of Llayth for his 
commitment to nature.

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A source of news about people and events in the locality20
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For a Free Quotation by a
Reliable Competitive Company Servicing Cardiff,

The Vale and South Wales Valleys
Telephone: Decorative Glass on 02920 566694 / 07950027826TT

Decostains@aol.com
306 Western Avenue, Llandaff, Cardiff
www.doubleglazingrepairscardiff.co.uk

From an emergency leak,
to a new luxury

bathroom or kitchen
-and everything in between-

we offer a complete and
trustworthy service.

For a Free Quotation by a
Reliable Competitive Company Servicing Cardiff,

The Vale and South Wales Valleys
Telephone Decorative Glass on 02920 566694 / 07950027826

Decostains@aol.com

12 Penffordd, Pentyrch, Cardiff CF15 9TJ

www.doubleglazingrepairscardiff.co.uk

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A source of news about people and events in the locality6

www.bluestoneconstructionuk.com
info@bluestoneconstructionuk.com

M: 07515 914 907

The complete
building experience

… Maintenance

… Extensions
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WORK GUARANTEED • FOR A FREE QUOTE
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experts and get access to 
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under one roof.

07917226714
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A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED
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OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT.

Looking for a 
new mortgage?
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Radyr Friends of Guiding held 
a 40th Anniversary Afternoon 
Tea for past Leaders and Com-
mittee members one Sunday 
afternoon in October.  We said 
A BIG THANK YOU to all those 
who had been instrumental 
in fundraising and planning 
the building of Radyr Guide 
Centre – a permanent home 
for Guiding in Radyr.  Previ-
ously meetings were held 
in a local school hall or the 
Scout Hall.  The THANK YOU 
was extended to past leaders 
for giving countless girls the 
opportunity to experience 
the fun of being Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides & Rangers. 

An enjoyable afternoon chat-
ting with friends, looking 

through photograph albums 
from the 1980’s,  reminiscing 
and recounting memories of 
14th June 1984 when Lady 
Baden-Powell, Granddaughter 
of Lady Olave Baden-Powell 
the first Chief Guide, visited to 
formally open the Guide Cen-
tre & the Celebration Lunch 
that followed, fundraising 
projects & events including the 
newspaper collections (when 
we were handsomely paid for 
being environmentally friend-
ly) Posh Nosh Evenings, Medi-
eval Banquets, camps & Festi-
val Float Parades.  We enjoyed 
a delicious Afternoon Tea, An-
niversary Cake and glass of fizz 
as we toasted the forthcoming 
years at Radyr Guide Centre.

40 Years of Radyr 
Guide Centre

The Radyr Friends of Guiding 
committee members continue 
to be kept busy maintaining 
and upgrading the Guide 
Centre – recent projects have 
included double glazing, 
underpinning to correct the 
effects of subsidence, a new 
roof & heating system as well 
as holding regular garden-
ing & spring cleaning days.

If you would like to volun-
teer with Radyr Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides or Rangers 
or just find out more about 
volunteering with Girlguiding 
please visit  https://www.
girlguiding.org.uk/ for further 
information and to register 
your interest to volunteer. 

www.morganstown.org.uk is… A place to interact with us on Facebook / Twitter8

Aqua-Air
Jetting Equipment Cardiff

EST 1974 - 48 YEARS EXPERIENCE

VISIT OUR
SHOWROOM AT

Units 5 & 6
Parklands Ind. Est.
East Moors Rd.

Cardiff CF24 5JP

Authorised
Dealer

With an extensive range
of machines and accessories

Domestic and Industrial repair
on-site and at our workshop

Large hire fleet including:
• Pressure washers

• Sweepers
• Scrubber driers

• Steamers

02920 488 053
www.aquaairjetting.co.uk

Wanted
Local record collector looking

for vinyl record collections,
large or small. Will visit at

your convenience and make
good cash offer.

Call Chris 07702 661671

LATIN & BALLROOM 
DANCE CLASSES
FOR CHILDREN

T H U R S D A Y S
1 6 : 3 0  S t a r d a n c e  ( a g e  3 - 1 0 )
1 7 : 3 0  B r o n z e  ( a g e  1 0 + )
 

S A T U R D A Y S
0 9 : 3 0  R o s e t t e s  ( a g e  3 - 6 )
1 0 : 3 0  S t a r d a n c e  ( a g e  7 - 9 )
1 1 : 3 0  B r o n z e  ( 1 0 + )
1 2 : 3 0  S i l v e r  &  G o l d  ( 1 0 + )  

BOOK YOUR FREE TRIAL CLASS!

A T
M O R G A N S T O W N  
V I L L A G E  H A L L
C F 1 5  8 L E

029�2019�1786����������info@saturndance
www.saturndance.com
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By Tricia France, Radyr Devision,  
St John Ambulance Cymru

The Radyr Division of St John 
Ambulance Cymru (SJAC) 
has been operational in Radyr 
since 2016, when it was re-
opened after a small advert 
looking for volunteers ap-
peared in the Radyr Chain.

Since then the division 
has grown from strength 
to strength with both adult 
and Cadet divisions, meet-
ing on Tuesday nights in 
the Old Church Rooms. 

Our members come from 
all walks of life and on a 
weekly basis meet to learn 
new first aid skills based 
on a modular approach, 
starting with CPR & how to 
use an AED (defibrillator) 

Current information states that 
less than 1 in 10 people who 
suffer a cardiac arrest outside 
of a hospital environment sur-
vive. Our mission is to improve 
that number and create a com-
munity of lifesavers. ‘Save a 
Life September’ is a key month 
which involves us teaching all 

ages the basic CPR skills re-
quired to keep someone alive 
until professional help arrives. 

We shared these skills with 
over 100 people at St Mark’s 
in Gabalfa, Deri Stores, the 
Food Festival at St Fagans and 
in the OCR over this period. 

This followed a busy 3 months 
over summer, with Radyr 
Division members on hand 
to provide first aid cover and 
CPR training at events all over 
the area, ranging from Radyr & 
Morganstown Festival, Creigau 
Carnival, Pentyrch Hill Race, 
Cardiff Half Marathon, the 
National Eisteddfod Genedlae-

thol, football and rugby match-
es, as well as and concerts 
at the Principality Stadium. 

Being named the RMA’s 
Charity of the Year 2025 is an 
exciting opportunity and we 
are currently putting together 
our plans for the year which 
include wellness clinics as well 

as sessions on falls -  how to 
prevent them and what to do, 
childhood illnesses  and burns.

You too can learn these skills 
by becoming a volunteer 
with Radyr Division. You will 
learn lifelong skills (many of 
our younger members de-
velop careers in healthcare 
having gained valuable ex-
perience with us), gain new 
understanding of how the 
body works, what you can 
do to look after yourself and 
your family, as well as enjoy 
attending the events on offer. 

We are the St John Ambulance 
Cymru’s Radyr Division and 
we are there, just in case.

By Rev’d Judith Holliman

With fresh air, the connec-
tion with nature, and space 
for people to be themselves, 
outdoor churches are growing 
in popularity. Judith Holliman 
explains why forest church has 
become an essential part of 
Radyr Methodist Church’s life.

As a pioneer minister, always 
looking for ways to engage 
with more members of our 
local community, I feel that 
I am really fortunate to live 
near Radyr woods and rec-
ognising the opportunities in 
this beautiful outdoor space, 
I invited a group of parents 
and children who didn’t at-

tend church on Sunday to 
join together for a relaxed 
afternoon in the woods. 
Forest church was born.

Now, a couple of years on, our 
forest church congregation 
has grown, and several parents 
take turns to lead the monthly 
sessions. We’ve held several 
special events, including a 
pumpkin party and a Shrove 
Tuesday Forest Church (which 
ended up with us back at 
the manse for pancakes!). 

During the winter (when it was 
getting dark early), we had a 
star-gazing session. We set 
up telescopes and one of our 
church stewards came along 
to share her knowledge of the 
planets. There was great ex-
citement (and not just among 

the children) when we lit a fire-
pit and toasted marshmallows!

Hannah, a regular attender, 
told me recently: “I love that 
Forest Church allows children 
to be their loud, busy, energet-
ic selves – something that can 
be stifled in a formal church 
setting. They can learn, first 
hand, about God and their 
creation while having the 
freedom to behave in the way 
that they were created to.”

It’s gone so well that we 
have just launched an adult 
forest church called, And…
breathe..out.., where we 
meet to find God in creation 
and to enjoy the compan-
ionship of being together. 
We are meeting on Sunday 
10th November to create a 
Remembrance mandala by 
bringing together red leaves.

We are there, just in case Forest Church
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Radyr Drama 
Society
By Peter Griffiths

Radyr Drama’s next production 
is “A bunch of Amateurs” by 
Ian Hislop and Nick Newman.  
A play about an amateur Dra-
ma group who are on the verge 
of folding, but come up with a 
plan to help save their group 
and theatre - will it work?

A Bunch of Amateurs, by the 
long standing comedy writ-
ing duo of Ian Hislop and 
Nick Newman, was originally 
written for the big screen and 
premiered in 2008 at that 
year’s Royal Film Performance. 
It boasted a big name cast that 
included Burt Reynolds, Derek 
Jacobi, Imelda Staunton and 
Samantha Bond and was an 
immediate hit with H.M. The 
Queen, so much so that she 
asked for a further screening at 
Sandringham that Christmas.

It tells the story of washed-
up Hollywood action hero 
Jefferson Steel, who hopes 
to reignite his waning career 
by accepting an invitation to 
play King Lear at Stratford. 
But he discovers on his arrival 
in England that he will not be 
performing with the RSC, but 
with the Stratford Players at 
Stratford St. John in Suffolk, 
who hope that Steel’s pres-
ence in their production will 
help raise money to save the 
local theatre from being bull-
dozed for executive homes.

The play has threads of 
Shakespeares “King Lear” 
running through it, but the 
play is clearly character driv-
en.  The characters are clearly 
drawn, and you may recog-
nise some of the characters, 
but each person does repre-
sent the types of people that 
you can find in some groups 
- not all I hasten to add!!

The play is directed by  
Peter Stickler and the cast are 

made up of regular faces.

The play will be performed 
in Morganstown Village Hall 
27th, 28th and 29th of November 
2024 Curtain up at 7.30pm

Tickets will be available 
via Ticketsource (search 
Radyr Drama) or by calling 
Gill on  07881 206 745 or 
Nicky on 07866 604 039

Alzheimer’s 
Society
By Tracey Stanley

Radyr and Morganstown 
Alzheimer’s Fundraising So-
ciety have now raised a total 
of £91,800 for the charity.  We 
hope to get close to £100,000 
by the end of this year. 

Our next event will be a Bee-
tle Drive on 30th November 
7.30pm at the Old Church 
Rooms. Tickets are £12, 
available from Gaynor (call 
02920 843069), and include 
a light supper. There will 
be a cash bar and raffle. 

We will have a stall at upcom-

ing Christmas events, includ-
ing the Methodist Hall on 16th 
November and the Christmas 
Lighting event on 6th Decem-
ber. As the Festival Charity for 
2024, we are organising the 
charity bucket collection for 
Santa’s visit on 13th December. 
Please get in touch if you can 
help us with this – email Mark: 
mrichradyr@outlook.com 

Advance notice that we will 
hold a coffee morning on 8th 
May 2025 at Radyr Golf Club.

Radyr and  
Morganstown  
needs you!

Volunteer to keep our 
Festival going

Can you help with BBQs, 
Bars, setting up events, 
publicity, even the wash-
ing up!

Contact 
RMA@radyr.org.uk

CARPET & FLOORING
Specialists

A huge range of carpets, vinyl, laminate and
decorative flooring

Come and see our showroom and compare the
choice value and quality

FREE Estimates

Insurance Claims

No obligation or
Pressure Sales

8/10 of our enquiries come from
recommendation

Open: Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm, 2pm -5pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Carpet Services (Cardiff) Ltd.
12 Cardiff Road, Taffs Well, Cardiff

029 2081 0351
Visit our website: www.carpet-services.com

✓

✓

✓

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A window on the history of where you live10

IS YOUR WORKING OR LIVING SPACE TOO HOT IN 

THE SUMMER AND TOO COLD IN THE WINTER?

An air conditioning unit provides a year-round ambient temperature.

Perfect for conservatories, garden rooms, attic conversions and extensions.

In addition to domestic work, we have vast experience in commercial and retail markets.

We provide a complete service from our initial site visit and discussion of 

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

Call Justin: 07535 041970

Email: info@justairservices.co.uk

Visit our website: www.justairservices.co.uk

mailto:mrichradyr%40outlook.com%20?subject=
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By Angela Dart, 
 Radyr Mothers’ Union

Mothers’ Union - Rise Up 
Against Domestic Abuse

Respond - to a disclosure 
with compassion and calm

Inform - the person where 
they can get help from

Support - them appropri-
ately and in a safe manner

Empower - them to 
grow and heal

Unite - with other mem-
bers of Mothers’ Union

Pray - for an end to do-
mestic abuse in the UK 
and around the world

The attached photograph 
shows some of the members 
of Radyr Mothers’ Union with 
the Bronze Award certificate 
which was presented to their 
Branch Leader, Angela Dart, 
at a service in Llandaff Cathe-
dral on Friday 9th August.

The award was achieved by 
our group completing various 
tasks, one of which was to 
link with a local Women’s Aid 
group. Giselle Warren came 

to talk to us about the work 
of Cardiff Womens’ Aid. At 
that meeting we had a buck-
et collection which raised 
£50.81 which would go to-
wards ensuring that women, 
children and young people 
in crisis can access vital and 
life-changing support services. 
These services include a 24/7 
helpline, emergency accom-
modation, support tailored for 
children and young people 
and aftercare and recovery 
services. Cardiff Womens’ Aid 
allows women, children and 
young people to live a life 
free from fear and violence.

We are holding a service in 
Christ Church, Radyr, on Sat-
urday 23rd November at 11am, 
which will be a part of the MU 

Rise Up campaign. There will 
be an exhibition called “Be-
hind Closed Doors” which 
gives examples of different 
kinds of domestic abuse which 
people have experienced, 
with case studies from survi-
vors, reflections and prayers. 
Please do come, we will be 
having a collection for the 
work of Cardiff Womens’ Aid.

Rise Up Against Domestic 
Abuse

16, 28 or 33 Seater Luxury Mini-coaches

◆ Airport Transfers

◆ Sporting Events

◆ Corporate Hire

◆ Concert & Theatre

◆ College & Schools

02920 844666 / 01443 844666

www.morganstown.org.uk is… A place to interact with us on Facebook / Twitter22

CHERRY
BUILDING

SERVICES LTD.

Please take a look at our website
www.cherrybuildingservicesltd.co.uk

Cherry Building Services Ltd. is a part P approved contractor NICEIC

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A  notice-board for you to use14

OVER 
30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE

Natalie Jones
Proprietor

02920 843 234

07973 723 531

4 Castle Court
Caer Craig

Radyr
Cardiff • CF15 8RD

L’Oreal stockist

David Ryder
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED TREE SURGEON

24 HR CALL OUT 

TREE FELLING 

LANDSCAPING

GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE 

STUMP GRINDING 
& REMOVAL 

HEDGE CUTTING 

CHIPPING SERVICES  

PLANTING & 
TRANSPLANTING 

AWKWARD & 
DANGEROUS 
TREE REMOVAL 

PRUNING & MAINTENANCE

WOOD CHIP & 
FIREWOOD SUPPLIES 

TREE REPORTS & SURVEYS 

TREE PRESERVATION

ORDER APPLICATIONS 
& CONSULTATIONS

07827 909309           TREEFLAIR@GMAIL.COM

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED TREE SURGEON

AD Computers
Regional Winner - Wales

2010

If your computer is playing up,
DON’T PANIC!

Call me
Andrew

No Fix, No Fee.

Contact Andrew on
02920892959 or 07803619266

support@adcomputers-wales.co.uk
www.adcomputers-wales.co.uk

10% OFF WHEN YOU PRESENT
THIS ADVERT

NIGEL
BOARDMAN

TRADESMAN PAINTER & DECORATOR

Established 1985

Fully qualified advanced city &
guilds trained painter & decorator,
providing interior & exterior
painting & decorating services to
help improve your home.

Our Services:

• Interior & Exterior

• Domestic

• Light
• Commercial

• Offices & Shops

• Wallpaper Specialist

• Specialist Coatings

• Insurance
• (Re-Decoration Work)

• And Much More

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
Office: 02920 734888 

Mobile: 07803 571 757

16, 28 or 33 Seater Luxury Mini-coaches

◆ Airport Transfers

◆ Sporting Events

◆ Corporate Hire

◆ Concert & Theatre

◆ College & Schools

02920 844666 / 01443 844666
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By Gill Evans

As Summer slips into Autumn, 
the days become shorter, the 
temperatures start dropping 
but the rain never ceases.

Autumn is a busy time in the in 
the garden. The leaves begin 
to fall; the necessary jobs of 
Winter pruning of deciduous 
trees and shrubs, the lifting 
and dividing of herbaceous 
perennials, the cutting back 
and dividing of plants to en-
courage new growth in the 
Spring and the collection of 
general garden debris that 
accumulates at this time of 
year are ongoing tasks: and 
still the leaves keep falling and 
need to be continually cleared 
from lawns and borders.

I wonder where I am going to 
dispose of all this waste when, 
once again, the green bins are 
no longer being collected and 
Autumn has hardly started.

However, with our usual opti-
mism, gardeners already turn 
their thoughts to Spring, to 
new growth and the glorious 
array of plants and the riot of 
colours which are harbingers 
of a new year in the garden.

Our gardens are our own per-
sonal spaces, whatever their 

size or shape. They are our 
creations of what we enjoy.

The pleasure I have from my 
own garden is enormous. In 
some ways it is always evolv-
ing but I never feel the need 
to apologise for “work in pro-
gress.” However, I always feel 
apprehensive of opening it 
to the scrutiny of others who 
are far more knowledgeable 
than I could ever hope to 
be – i.e. they can remember 
the names of their plants!

I was, therefore, more than 
delighted when three people 
from Radyr generously of-
fered to open their gardens. It 
means that next year, with five 
gardens already confirmed, 
I am excited to tell that the 
Open Gardens and Plant Stall 
will once again, on Sunday 
11th. May, be a part of the May 
Festival 2025 with our usual 
refreshments being served 
in the Old Church Rooms. All 

details will be on the Festi-
val website in due course.

https://RMFestival.org.uk

There are many lovely gardens 
in Radyr and Morganstown, 
most of which we’ve never 
seen, and worthy of being 
opened for the pleasure of visi-
tors. Every gardener has some-
thing different to say and every 
garden has a new delight to 
share. We’d be so pleased if 
you could join us. Just drop me 
an e-mail  
 
OpenGardens@ 
RMFestival.org.uk

Wishing everyone sunny 
days and green fingers.

Open your Gardens!

 

2025 

Festival 

Provisional Festival Event Dates
Saturday 3 May 2025

Festival Fete

Opening Concert organ-
ised by the Rotary Club

Sunday 4 May 2025

History Society Festival Walk

Civic Service and Reception

Monday 5 May 2024

Tennis Club Event

Tuesday 6 May 2025

Film Night

Wednesday 7 May 2025

Welsh Night

Wine and Cheese Evening

Thursday 8 May 2025

Coffee Morning

Tenovus Quiz

Friday 9 May 2025

Lunchtime Concert 1

Science with a Pint

Saturday 10 May 2025

Concert in the Park

Sunday 11 May 2025

Open Gardens

Tuesday 13 May 2025

Wellness Clinic by St John 
Ambulance, Radyr

Wednesday 14 May 2025

Guides Event

Thursday 15 May 2025

Poems and a pint  
at Radyr Tennis Club

Friday 16 May 2025

Lunchtime Concert 2

Jazz Night (TBC)

Saturday 17 May 2025

Vintage Tea Party

Sunday 18 May 2025

Closing Concert for St 
John Ambulance Cymru

Other 2025 
Festival Events
The Festival Committee 
have already been busy 
preparing the schedule of 
evets for the 2025 Festival.

We are pleased to be sup-
porting St John Ambulance 
Cymru as the RMA’s chosen 
charity for 2025 and you will 
see buckets for this charity 
across the Festival fortnight 
which runs from Saturday 3 
May to Sunday 18 May 2025.

All dates are currently 
provisional but we share 
them now to start hold-
ing spaces in your diary. 

A full Festival programme 
will be included in the 
next (March 2025) edi-
tion of the Radyr Chain.

If you have something you 
would like to add to the pro-
gramme please get in touch 
with David Silver, Festival Chair

info@rmfestival.org.uk

https://rmFestival.org.uk
mailto:OpenGardens%40rmfestival.org.uk?subject=Open%20Gardens%3A%20
mailto:OpenGardens%40rmfestival.org.uk?subject=Open%20Gardens%3A%20
mailto:info%40rmfestival.org.uk?subject=
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I agor y tymor newydd o 
weithgareddau, daeth criw 
o Gôr Taflais i’n diddanu. 
Côr o bobl ifanc talentog, 
bywiog a siriol, rhwng 20 a 
30 oed, yw’r rhain sydd wedi 
ymgartrefu yn y brifddinas 
oherwydd galwadau gwaith. 
Mae’r côr wedi cael llwyddi-
ant mawr yn Eisteddfod yr 
Urdd ym Meifod a’r Genedla-
ethol ym Mhontypridd eleni. 

Ar Fedi 11, wythawd a dda-
eth atom dan arweinyddiaeth 
Heledd Evans gyda Gronw Ifan 
yn cyfeilio, a chawsom gyn-
gerdd heb ei ail. Yn nwylo can-
torion ifanc fel y rhain, fe allwn 
fod yn sicr bod dyfodol disglair 
i ganu corawl yng Nghymru.

Yn dilyn cafwyd cy-
fle i gymdeithasu dros 
baned a danteithion.

Yn ein cyfarfod ar 2 Hydref, 
daeth Sylvia Davies atom i 
siarad am ei chwmni ‘Etoeto’. 
O Gaerfyrddin yn wreiddiol, 
mae hi wedi ymgartrefu yng 
Nghaerdydd bellach, ac mae ei 
stiwdio hi yng Nglan yr Afon.

Roedd hi wedi ei gwisgo 
yn ffasiynol iawn mewn 
ffrog ac esgidiau o siop 
elusen, ac ymladd gwast-
raff yw ei phrif uchelgais.

Yr hyn sy’n unigryw am waith 
Sylvia yw ei bod yn uwchgyl-
chu er mwyn creu ‘ategolion 
trefol’. Daw ei chynnyrch o 
ystod eang o ddeunyddiau a 
ystyrir yn sbwriel. Bydd hi’n 
creu ei chynnyrch ar beiriant 
wedi ei addasu ar gyfer lle-
dr, ac yn gwnïo gydag edau 
bolyester sy’n gallu ymdopi 
â thrwch sylweddol y gwa-
hanol ddeunyddiau crai. 

Roedd darlun o falwen yn 
pwysleisio arafwch y gwaith, 
a’r creadur ar feic yn ddon-
iol a hyd yn oed yn swreal.

Mae llawer erbyn hyn yn 
ymwybodol o’r niwed y mae 
plastig yn ei wneud i’n mo-
roedd a’n hafonydd trwy ladd 
neu niweidio bywyd gwyllt 
y dyfroedd. Ond cafodd Syl-
via ysgytwad yn 2003, wrth 
fynd i roi gwaed, pan gafodd 
wybod bod ganddi wenwyn 
yn ei gwaed a bod hwnnw’n 
effeithio ar ansawdd y llaeth 
o’r fron i’w baban. Roedd 
hi’n bwyta’n iach ac yn seic-
lo’n rheolaidd, ac eto roedd 
gwenwyn yn ei chorff.

Cawsom ein sobri gan elfen 
ddifrifol ei neges wrth fed-
dwl am y llygredd sydd yn yr 
amgylchfyd. Ond, yn gadarn-
haol, mae Sylvia’n byw yn ôl 
yr ethos o ofalu am y pethau 
sydd gennym yn barod a’u 
hailddefnyddio. Etifeddodd 
yr agwedd hon gan ei mam.

Bydd Sylvia naill ai yn cas-
glu deunyddiau o fusnesau 
gerllaw neu yn eu derbyn 
oddi wrth y nifer helaeth o 
ffynonellau sy’n rhannu ei 
gweledigaeth. Mae hi’n def-
nyddio tiwbiau aer beiciau; 
siacedi badau achub; sborion 
ffatri; baneri digwyddiadau; 
ymbarelau; pebyll; dillad; 
cadeiriau gwersylla; gwelyau 
aer; pecynnau gwastraff; pyl-

lau padlo a lilos. Ac un tro fe 
ddefnyddiodd gastell neidio. 

Gan amlaf, bagiau o bob math 
yw ei phrif gynnyrch: rhai bach 
i ddal arian, neu rai mwy i ddal 
cyfrifiadur neu i fod yn fagiau 
ysgwydd. Maen nhw i’w gweld 

mewn arddangosfeydd, e.e. 
yng Nghanolfan y Mileniwm 
a Sain Dunwyd. Fe’u gwelir 
hefyd ar wefan ‘Etoeto’.

Cawsom noson hyfryd iawn 
gyda Sylvia, ac yn hwb i’r 
galon daeth pump aelod 
newydd i’r cyfarfod.

Y mis nesaf, ar 6 Tachwedd, 
am 7.30pm yn neuadd Eglwys 
Crist, Radur, daw’r Prifardd 
Aled Gwyn, un o fechgyn 
Parc Nest, i’n hannerch. Ce-
wch groeso cynnes i’n plith.

Rhaglen 2024-25
Rhagfyr 4, 2024   
Shân Roberts (Siop y Felin)

Ionawr 8, 2025  
Arfon Haines Davies

Chwefror 5, 2024 
Cat Gardiner (Galeri TEN)

Mawrth 5, 2024 
Noson Siaradwyr Newydd – 
Yuqi ‘Morwenna’ Tang a  
Natasha Baker

Merched y Wawr, Bro Radur

16, 28 or 33 Seater Luxury Mini-coaches

◆ Airport Transfers

◆ Sporting Events

◆ Corporate Hire

◆ Concert & Theatre

◆ College & Schools

02920 844666 / 01443 844666

www.morganstown.org.uk is… A place to interact with us on Facebook / Twitter22

CHERRY
BUILDING

SERVICES LTD.

Please take a look at our website
www.cherrybuildingservicesltd.co.uk

Cherry Building Services Ltd. is a part P approved contractor NICEIC

MagiKats Llandaff North Cardiff
Out of school tuition for pre-school to GCSE, enabling students to achieve their full potential.

magikats.co.uk/llandaff-north   Call: 07773 589934
Out of school tuition for pre-school to GCSE, enabling students to achieve their full potential.

www.morganstown.org.uk is…A one-stop shop for information about R&M events, organisations, businesses and services16

Your local optician:

Sara Ward BSc MCOptom

NHS and Private Sight Tests

Free spectacles for children and
eligible NHS always available

Full contact lens service

Home visits can be arranged

A great range of frames, including

designer names such as:

14 Station Road, Radyr, CF15 8AA

Tel: 029 2084 2255

Over 40 years of experience in all solutions to roofing…

Your local optician:
Cathryn Mayers

Optometrist and contact lens practitioner

14 Station Road, Radyr, CF15 8AA
Tel: 029 2084 2255

3D  OCT Scans available

Ground Floor, Building 5, Castlebridge 5-19 Cowbridge Road East, Cardiff CF11 9AB

Your new local florist

based in Morganstown

Weddings - Funerals - Events -

Workshops - Bouquets to order

Find me on

Facebook/Instagram

@fforestfloral

or visit our website

www.fforestfloral.com
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By Christopher Hitchings, Chair-
man, Radyr Cricket Club

As the rain tumbled on the 
first weekend of September, 
the cricket season at Radyr 
came to a rather damp end 
and I wonder how so much 
was packed into just over four 
months. The 2024 season was 
not without incident and as I 
heard myself constantly say-
ing, “there’s never a dull mo-
ment at Radyr Cricket Club.” 
But throughout it all the one 
pervading feeling I got was a 
love for the club, which means 
so much to so many people.

The season brought the 
club so many highs that 
I have spent the last few 
days trying to put them in 
some order. I know that not 
everyone will agree with 
my top ten but here goes.

1. Top of the tree has to be 
the Second XI who won the 
Third Division of the South 
East Wales Cricket League, 
the competition where all six 
of the Saturday senior sides 
ply their trade. Led brilliantly 
by Ben O’Neil, who scored 
two centuries and finished as 
the division’s top scorer, the 
side only lost one game early 
in the year and won their last 

eleven games. I can’t remem-
ber a Radyr side ever being 
that ruthless or consistent.

2. One of the successes of the 
last few years in youth devel-
opment has been the All Stars 
scheme. This initiative is for 
the youngest of cricketers, up 
to and including those who 
are eleven years of age, and is 
brilliantly organised for us by 
Richie Burnell and his rather 
large band of helpers. Two 
years ago the club was delight-
ed to have a hundred children 
signed up to the programme, 
but this year it was amazing to 
see the numbers rise almost 
daily and double that number. 
I still keep looking at the ECB 
certificate with a tad of wonder 
confirming the two hundred.

3. Our awards night on the 
final Saturday of the season 
saw a vast array of trophies 
won by the various players of 
the year, with the event topped 
off by a raffle to raise funds for 
the club. What stuck out for 
me on the night was the cap 
I awarded to my dear friend, 
Peter Sullivan, to signify that he 
had played at the club for the 
last fifty years. In that time he 
has been Club Captain, played 
as many games as anyone 

and been up there with the 
amount of runs scored. Unfor-
tunately his efforts on this day 
were a tad more modest and 
the Sixth XI duck he scored 
were, according to the skipper, 
James Hodkinson, one of the 
most elegant he’d ever seen!

4. Talking of the Sixth XI skip-
per brings me to my next high-
light: his face after his side won 
their first game of the season. 
The look of pure joy confirmed 
to me, if I ever doubted it, that 
winning is one of the ultimate 
feelings a human can experi-
ence. If you could have bottled 
his and the team’s expressions 
you would be onto a winner. 
All of them stood around the 
clubhouse after the game, 
holding their drinks, with the 
look of sublime contentment, 
accompanied by the occa-
sional cheeky smile. Unfortu-
nately whilst I don’t want to 
burst the euphoric bubble, 
that triumph turned out to be 
their only win of the season. 
But I have no doubt that 2025 
will provide another victory or 
two and many more smiles.

5. For as long as I can re-
member playing Llanarth, a 
team from deepest darkest 
Monmouthshire, used to bring 

Radyr captains out in a mixture 
of hair loss and boils. Every 
year the side went on their 
travels with great confidence 
only to reappear with their tails 
firmly between their legs. That 
is, until this year. Firstly in late 
June that rarest of triumphs, 
a victory at Llanarth gave a 
sense of joy and, if I’m honest, 
disbelief. Then on the final 
day of the season, and with 
talk of the opposition coming 
fully loaded, the Third XI rose 
to the ultimate challenge. 
After Llanarth reached 60-1, 
Radyr’s bowling was inspired. 
Llanarth were blown away 
and it was a home victory by 
eight wickets. The double 
was achieved and maybe, just 
maybe, that Llanarth hoodoo 
has been finally laid to rest.

6. During eight days in May, 
the Womens First XI played 
two remarkable league games 
against the same opposition, 
Cardiff CC, beating them by 
207 runs and 273 runs. On 
both occasions the captain, 
Lydia Clements, scored a 
century and dominated the 
bowling to such an extent 
that you felt she could have 
batted for ever. An amazing 
week for a talented cricketer 
and her wonderful team.

7. Since 2015 when the club 
started playing against the 
MCC, the world’s most famous 
club, it has always been the 
policy to pick the First XI. This 
year it was decided to change 
that and ask all the members 
who were available if they 
wanted to play. As a conse-
quence the side chosen better 
represented the wider club, 
with players chosen from the 
top four sides. It clearly wasn’t 
as competitive a side as it had 
been in the past, but not going 

out to win at all costs made 
it a much more pleasurable 
day and meant so much to the 
team. Radyr made MCC, who 
came with a very talented side, 
work hard for their victory and 
the evening that followed was 
as convivial as anything we’d 
witnessed for quite some time. 

8. This particular highlight 
relates not to a single moment 
but to a season wide feeling of 
great pride in the two grounds 
that are where Radyr plays. 
Over the whole year, from well 
before the start of the season, a 
dedicated group of individuals, 
rolled and cut, marked wick-
ets, laid top soil and fertiliser 
to produce the two wonderful 
grounds we are lucky to call 
home. As a number of people 
have said, has it ever looked 
better? That’s unlikely, and 
the membership know how 
lucky they are. Allied to the 
two grounds are the fabulous 
changing facilities which past 
members would have looked 
at in awe. With the enclosed 
feel made by the fences, the 
grounds and all the facilities 
certainly take some beating.

9. In this world of increasing 
statistics it is always nice to 
find that the results on the 
page confirm what you have 
always thought. Well this is 
very true when it comes to 
the wicket keepers in the First 
Division, for this season the 
top stumper is our own Isaac 
Gould. With thirteen catch-
es and six stumping he has 
shown what a brilliant wicket 
keeper he is. No-one who 
saw his leg side stumpings 
against Newport or Llandaff 
(the batsman certainly didn’t) 
will question that this young 
lad is a master of his craft 
and the best in the league.

10. And finally the most impor-
tant was the resurrection of 
the First XI over the last four 
weeks of the season. At the 
start of August, a heavy defeat 
at Malpas, who eventually 
ended the season as champi-
ons, meant the side had won 
only one of the last five league 
games and had slipped into 
the relegation positions. The 
team was determined to avoid 
the drop, and under stand-in 
skipper Jon Davies, the next 
two games were won and 
probably a third would have 
followed if the weather hadn’t 
intervened. However, these 
three wins saw the side sit in 
fifth place going into the final 
Saturday where we were due 
to play Whitchurch Heath at 
home. As all the games started 
at 12.30pm, supporters and 
club members had their eyes 
and ears on what was going on 
at Radyr and elsewhere, where 
strong nerves and a full iPhone 
battery were a prerequisite. Un-
fortunately as is the way with 
technology, Play Cricket (the 
recreational players BBC) de-
cided to stop working. For an 
hour we were flying blind, re-
lying on just what we saw and 
when the latest scores started 
trickling in it wasn’t particularly 
encouraging. But slowly and 
surely, in the way that cricket 
does, the scores, including at 
Radyr, were forming and slow-
ly the picture changed. We 
were destined for a comforta-
ble victory and thus the other 
results didn’t really matter in 
the end. We ended the season 
in fourth position. A brilliant 
effort by the team and some-
thing to work on for next year.

The club photograph is at-
tached and the seventy in-
dividuals shown represent 
no more than a third of the 

From the Crease
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total membership. This shows 
what a huge organisation 
Radyr Cricket Club has be-
come and is a great place to 
spend the summer months. 
Do not hesitate to contact me 
if you or your children or any 
member of your family would 
like to join, in any capacity, 
this most friendly of clubs.

So that is it for another year 
and shortly the football will 
take over until April. For yours 
truly what I thought was going 
to be a bit of a relaxing break, 
as mentioned above, was 
put on hold somewhat when, 
rather unexpectedly, my wife 
and I acquired a beautiful, 
lively and staggeringly cute 
eight week old Jack Russell 
puppy. Her name is Pebbles 
and I have no doubt she along 
with me will be watching Radyr 
in 2025.Neiher of us can wait.

Cardiff 
Foodbank
By Mark Partridge, Foodbank 
Collection Coordinator for  
Radyr Methodist Church

A big thank you to everyone 
who supported the collec-
tion of food and financial 
donations in October which 
resulted in 160 kg of food and 
£90 in donations which were 
passed to Cardiff Foodbank. 
The next local collection, in 
time for Christmas will be 
on Saturday 30 November 
and Sunday 1 December.

It’s a time of year when house-
hold finances can be espe-
cially stretched but please 
consider whether you are able 
to help those struggling with 
food poverty and other pres-
sures. Please deliver donations 
on Saturday 30 November to 
any of the following address-
es between 9am and 5pm.

• 30 Pentwyn, Radyr  
CF15 8RE

•  20 Walnut Tree Close, 
Radyr CF15 8SX

•  13 Heol Roald Dahl, 
Radyr CF15 8GT

•  17 Cuckoofield Close,  
Morganstown CF15 8FR

Donations will also be ac-
cepted at or before the 
morning service at Radyr 
Methodist Church at 10.30 
a.m. on Sunday 1 December. 
It is an all age nativity ser-
vice and all are welcome.

Most needed items  
(As of 04/11/2024)

• Biscuits and crackers
•  Chocolate
•  Custard
•  Hand soap
•  Shampoo
•  Sponge puddings
•  Sweets
•  Washing powder
•  Women’s Deodorant

They have enough pasta, 
baked beans, cereal and nap-
pies. Please check on their 
website before the collection 
date if you can to see the cur-
rent list of most needed items

https://cardiff.foodbank.org.
uk/support-us/donate-food

The foodbank is unable to 
accept fresh, home-made or 
perishable food. Every dona-
tion, of whatever amount, is 
appreciated so please con-
sider whether you can help. 

Thank you so much.

Artists needed!
Our next edition of the Radyr 
Chain needs a front cover! 
The theme will be ‘Spring’ 
and we invite any young 
artists to send us a drawing 
or painting of an image that 
matches this theme. These 
will be judged by the Radyr 
Chain Editorial Board and 
the winner’s artwork will 
feature on the front cover. 
Please send a scanned 
image of your submissions 
to chain@radyr.org.uk by 
15 February and include 
the artist’s name and age.

R&M WI
By Jane Woodward, President, 
Radyr & Morganstowen WI

Why not come along as a 
guest to see what we get up 
to. You might be surprised! 

We meet every 2nd Mon-
day of the Month at the Old 
Church Rooms 7:30 where 
we have speakers on a wide 
variety of subjects from Yoga 
, Police , Hedgehogs etc . 

We have a thriving Gardening 
Group meeting once a month 
who this year  have visited 
Highgrove,  Nant y Bydd a RHS 
partner garden near Aberga-
venny, and various local open 
gardens. As well as social 
activities such as Garden hints 
and tips and a yearly quiz . 

We have: 

• 2 well established 
book groups. 

• A Genealogy Group . 

• A Meet Up Monday every 
4th Monday of the month 
in Radyr Golf Club for  
tea/ coffee and a chat . 

This year our Wi has had 
trips to Bath , BBC studi-
os, Cardiff Archives Build-
ing and Many more . 

We are also raising awareness 
of various global concerns and 
currently plan to attend a Can-

dle Light Vigil in the Senydd 
on  November 18th White Rib-
bon Day . (No more Violence 
against Women and Girls ) 

As you can see there is 
something for everyone. 

Come and join us. You 
might be surprised. 

Contact us via the Radyr Hub.

Next Chain – March 2025.
Submissions for the Spring edition (275) need to be with the  
Editorial Team by 15 February for a late March publication date. We 
would really appreciate any early submissions or a conversation with 
anyone who has ideas for a submission and would like help to develop 
it. We are happy to take submission in English, Welsh or bilingually.  
Get in touch by email: chain@radyr.org.uk

www.morganstown.org.uk is…An on-line diary for R&M organisations18
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Bridges Veterinary Surgery

Professional care for your best friend

✓ In house laboratory

✓ Separate dog and cat hospitalisation kennels

✓ Appointments six days a week

✓ Independent family run business

✓ See the vet that you choose

✓ 24 hour emergency cover

Telephone: 02920 842440

Pugh’s Garden Village, Morganstown, Cardiff CF15 8LB

www.bridgesvets.co.uk www.facebook.com/bridgesvets

✓ Free puppy and kitten checks

✓ Free weight checks

✓ Dental, Digital X-Ray and Ultrasound
✓ equipment

!
• Qualified, experienced staff

• Heated kennels with sheltered outdoor runs

• Grass paddock for regular outdoor play

• Collection and delivery service

• Special diets catered for

• Medicines administered

• Highest standards of care and attention… and

fun!
!

T: 01443 841075 M: 07974 269609

E: enquiries@petshotel.co.uk

W: www.petshotel.co.uk

Follow us on

Gedrys Farm, Main Road,
Gwaelod-y-Garth, Cardiff CF15 9JL

We are passionate about giving

great service to our guests

Divorce | Financial Arrangements 
Children Disputes | Prenuptial Agreements
Cohabitation Agreements | Separation

Our tight knit, compassionate team provides a highly personal, 

208 Creative Quarter 
Morgan Arcade

CF10 1AF

E: enquiries@ajonesfamilylaw.com
T: 02920 023 222

https://cardiff.foodbank.org.uk/support-us/donate-food
https://cardiff.foodbank.org.uk/support-us/donate-food
mailto:chain%40radyr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:chain%40radyr.org.uk?subject=
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By Rev’d Judith Holliman

In July 2015, I was offered 
the opportunity to spend 
some time in Bethlehem be-
ing hosted by a Christian 
Palestinian family, the Rish-
mawi’s. The family live in 
Beit Sahour or as we call it 
Shepherd’s Field. They were 
so very welcoming, and I was 
taken to meet many of their 
friends and visited by many 
others who were intrigued 
to meet a female minister.

Layali Rishmawi works for 
Bethlehem Fair Trade Associa-
tion (BFTA) as an embroiderer. 
BFTA is an organisation that 
brings together crafts people 
who are of Christian and Mus-
lim faith and enable them to 

use their gifts to create tradi-
tional crafts to sell to the tour-
ists who visit Bethlehem. Unfor-
tunately, at present the tourist 
industry has dried up and 
Bethlehem, the city of Christ’s 
birth, stands as a haunting 
reflection of our current reality. 
Once a vibrant and bustling 
hub during this season with 
pilgrims eagerly waiting in line 
to enter the Church of the Na-
tivity, the streets now lay silent 
and empty. The festive atmos-
phere that should have been 
building towards Christmas, a 
time of unity and joy, has been 
replaced by a sad stillness.

The impact of this crisis par-
ticularly affects the skilled 
artisans whose crafts have 
long been a symbol of 

Bethlehem’s rich cultural 
heritage. The blockade and 
restrictions have severely 
compounded the challenges 
facing the community. The 
limits on the movement of 
people and goods and make 
it increasingly difficult for 
artisans to access markets 
or showcase their work. 

I have therefore placed an or-
der directly with BFTA and am 
hoping that it will be shipped 
in time for our Christmas Char-
ities Fair in Radyr Methodist 
Church on Saturday 16th No-
vember. Please do come if you 
can and support the stall it 
would be much appreciated.

Supporting BFTA

 

 

 
 

Goleuo’r Nadolig ar draws Radur a Threforgan 
Christmas Lights across Radyr and Morganstown 

 
Dydd Gwener 6 Rhagfyr 2024 

Friday 6 December 2024 
• Carols around the large tree in Windsor Gardens  

(opposite Station Road, Radyr) from 18.30  

• Arrival of Santa in Station Road at 19.00 
The usual selection of stalls, the RMA BBQ for hotdogs and 
burgers, freshly brewed mulled wine, hot chocolate. 
Santa will also be stopping in his sleigh for the little ones  
(and big ones) to say hello. 

 

https://radyr.org.uk/Christmas  
for more details 

 


